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 Kigali, Rwanda - 1st day - 8 December, 2022
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We finally arrived in Kigali, Rwanda at 7:30am on Thursday, Dec 8th.  We were supposed to have arrived on
Monday, Dec 5th at 7:30pm!  Lost days - never to be recovered, but we're here & I immediately pulled out my
camera & my binoculars & started bird watching!  Spotted & identified a Black Kite & a Pied African Wagtail! 
With the help of our guide Isaac & Merlin!
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Although we (Anderson's & Hurd's) were groggy from the long overnight flight, we had to hit the ground
running.  We drove to the the Mille Collines Hotel (Hotel Rwanda!) and got to hug everyone!  They were all in
the lobby waiting for us!!!  Felt great to finally be with them!  Isaac gave us 15 minutes to drop off our stuff &
then meet back in the lobby to hear our first talk from Annie, a lovely professional Rwandan woman, about the
status of women in the country.  80% of the government positions are filled by women!!  She was wonderful.
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We had a few minutes back in our room (I spotted a juvenile Black Kite right outside our window) and then we
were off again!
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We headed out in our bus for our first activity of the trip.  I was snapping pictures left & right while we drove. 
The city is SOOOOOOO clean & looks quite prosperous.  
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During the drive, Isaac gave us info on how the government provides jobs for all physically able to work & pays
them.  We paused for a short stop at the Nyabarongo River to watch sugar cane being processed & loaded for
transport.  This swampy area was the location of many of the killings during the 1994 Genocide.  Isaac said the
waters ran red with blood & bodies of the dead.

Bicycles provide transport for much of the population.  They are quite adept at balancing most everything!
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The city is a contrast of new & old, basic cement blocks, straw huts, & amazing architecture.  But everywhere
we went, folks waved & smiled.  It was awesome!
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I never tired of spotting birds.  This was my first of hundreds of Pied Crow.  Couldn't identify the other 2 birds
unfortunately.  
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Our destination was the Nyamata Catholic Church Genocide Museum.  This is the site of one of the many
massacres that took place throughout Rwanda during the 1994 genocide.  This church had been a previous safe
haven for the Tutsis since 1959, but on this horrific day, the refuge was overrun & it is estimated that 10,000
people lost their lives there on one day.  We did not take any pictures, it was just too awful to consider lifting the
camera.  I downloaded these photos from on line.  The doors still show the results of the hand grenade used to
bust open the facility.  The individuals huddled inside were shot from the roof.  There are bloodied clothing
remnants displayed on benches inside.  Downstairs there are skulls that show the results of machete blows.  We
were in tears throughout the descriptive narrative from our guide.  There is a mass grave outside that holds the
remains of at least 45,000 people.  It's just almost too heartbreaking to think about.     



1/26/23, 2:02 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/5571688367076828340 14/47



1/26/23, 2:02 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/5571688367076828340 15/47



1/26/23, 2:02 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/5571688367076828340 16/47



1/26/23, 2:02 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/5571688367076828340 17/47



1/26/23, 2:02 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/5571688367076828340 18/47

OAT is famous for the "learning and discovery" activities.  This trip was definitely full of those!  Isaac spotted
one of the many bicycles loaded up to carry things to market & we'll stopped to chat & sample his goods.  He
had probably 350 lbs of pineapples!!!!  We bought a few from him & Bachu sliced them up for us to eat.  Yum
Yum Yummy!  So sweet & delicious.  We were to discover that Rwanda has some of the best pineapples we have
ever tasted anywhere.  Dole should be ashamed to call theirs by the same name!!!  Our guys took turns giving it
a try.  Don't think any of them want to actually peddle them down the road!!  Holding the bicycle upright was
enough!
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Next stop was a Reconciliation Village.  I understood that there are many of these villages throughout Rwanda. 
I haven't been able to verify more than 6 of them.  The one we visited in the Bugesera district was very
impressive.  I don't write my travelogues as a history lesson, but in this case I think it is important for me to
explain a bit of the history of Rwanda.  Most folks have seen the movie Hotel Rwanda, but it's presentation of
sides is a bit skewed according to most reviews.  Therefore, I read a bit more about what actually happened.   To
keep things simple, I am just going to paste in the explanation in our OAT travel guide:
"These remarkable communities are a showcase of Rwanda’s commitment to putting its gory past behind it.
Here, survivors of the genocide live side-by-side with the very same people who perpetrated it; in these villages,
both sides have agreed to put aside their differences, forgive the bloody transgressions of the past, and work
together to end the cycle of ethnic violence to move toward peace and reconciliation. We’ll get an introduction to
the village at around 10:30am as we meet its chairman, Kaligwemo Fredrick, who will tell us about the
community and how he and the rest of its residents came to live here. When the genocide started, Kaligwemo
joined in with the extremists. He participated in the bloodshed, and was personally responsible for multiple
deaths. For his crimes, he was sentenced to nine years in a maximum security prison, where he eventually
sought and received forgiveness from the families of the people he killed. As a free man, he has dedicated his
new life to a mission of repentance, healing, and reconciliation—an earnest devotion which eventually led him to
be elected as the chairman of the village. At around 11am, we’ll join Kaligwemo for a walk around the village,
to see for ourselves how the genocide’s victims and perpetrators have learned to put the past behind them and
live together as neighbors once again. As we’ll see, machetes and bombs have been traded for hammers and
plows, as Hutu and Tutsi residents work alongside each other as unified Rwandans to perform the daily tasks
that keep the village running. We’ll wander through the village and meet locals as they tend to vegetable
gardens, raise livestock and poultry, craft filters to provide potable water, and brew banana beer (we’ll have a
chance to try a taste of this unique local beverage). We'll share a traditional Rwandan lunch, which will likely
feature local produce such as cassava, plantain, vegetables, roasted beef, arrow roots, chicken, beans, and fruit.
As we eat together, we’ll enjoy the opportunity to get our hosts’ perspective of what life is like in an unusual
community like this. Afternoon: At about 1:30pm, we’ll join members of the village community to delve deeper
into the Controversial Topic of the practical difficulties of nationwide reconciliation in the wake of the horrible
crimes committed during the genocide of 1994. While the nation’s government has its eyes set on the future,
many who survived the genocide are unwilling to forgive what happened in the past. The official government
policy toward the country’s ethnic tensions is straightforward and clear: “Ndi Umunyarwanda (We are all
Rwandan).” In an effort to let go of the ethnic divisions that led to the genocide, as well as the civil wars and
violent clashes that preceded it, the country has formally banned the practice of separating the country’s people
along ethnic lines. However, while the residents of the Reconciliation Village are all firmly committed to burying
their old hatreds and living harmoniously alongside their former enemies, many others in Rwanda are not so
ready to forget about these divisions; there are many who still believe that justice cannot be served until those
who perpetrated the genocide are tracked down and locked away. We’ll spend an hour in conversation with up
to three residents of the Reconciliation Village (depending on their availability) to get their firsthand
perspectives of how and why they decided to move on from their dark pasts, and how they perceive the prospects
of a future peace in Rwanda at large. In addition to Kaligwemo, the village chairman, we’ll be joined again by
Florence Kabanyana, a genocide survivor. We’ll also meet Jackline Uwimana, who lost her parents and other
relatives to the bloodshed. She found refuge in Burundi, and, upon returning to Rwanda, found the strength
within to forgive the people who took the lives of her loved her ones, and to live alongside them as neighbors in
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the Reconciliation Village project. Our speakers will provide a diverse array of perspectives on this complicated
subject—Kaligwemo as one of the perpetrators of the genocide, and Florence and Jackline as survivors—giving
us insights into the extent to which the people of Rwanda have accepted the government’s push for harmony, and
what obstacles are still yet to be overcome."
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We were given a short tour of the village & they showed us some of their animals & gardens.  Everything is
maintained jointly.
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We were invited inside one of the compounds & allowed to help in preparation for our meal.  I snapped peas
while a couple of the girls cut up carrots.  

One of the leading lady members of the village had met with then Prince Charles last summer!  
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This was the most heart warming activity I have ever been involved with.  How this group of people have been
able to come together in forgiveness & love is mind blowing to me.  I truly do not think I would be able to
forgive the atrocities committed to my own family.  But these people obviously have & it gives you hope for the
future to see it, feel it, & know that it is working for them & their country.  I will never forget the love &
commitment that I felt while in their presence.  



1/26/23, 2:02 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/5571688367076828340 32/47



1/26/23, 2:02 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/5571688367076828340 33/47

The City is called "city of a Thousand Hills" and rightly so.  The surrounding terrain is lovely.  It is right on the
equator, so the weather is moderate year round (note all that greenery!).  There was a bit of rain, but never
stopped any of our activities.  Seemed to subside at the right time!
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Circled around a huge Silver Back Gorilla statue in town, but couldn't ever get a good picture of it.
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Those yellow umbrellas signify a local money changer.  Interested system - they are legally allowed to accept
debit cards to hand out cash.  Folks do not go to an actual bank.  Some of them just wear yellow vests.  It's very
interesting.  You can call your local guy in advance & let him know you'll be there in a few minutes & let him
know how much cash you need.  You are not "borrowing" money, he has access to debit your bank account. 
They are everywhere!!!
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The lovely scenery made driving around very pleasant, but the traffic was scary.  They weave in an out & don't
really observe lane markings.  At a signal light, the motorcycles will pile up sometimes 10 or 15 across.  And
they might have 3 or 4 folks on one or a bed frame or a basket of sugar cane.  More on that later!!!! 

Back at the hotel for a couple of hours, we finished unpacking & reorganizing for our drive to the Akagera NP
tomorrow morning.  I got another photo of the Juvenile Black Kite that loves to hang around outside our
bedroom window.  I have been making plans for another trip to Africa in April 2024 with our beloved guide,
Tinashe.  We had arranged to call him while we were in Rwanda, so we managed the call using What's App, but
the connection was awful.  Usually on had a sentence or two before it disconnected.  But nice to hear his voice
& we're confirmed for the visit!!!!  Yea!!!
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Although the official Welcome Dinner had taken place on Tuesday night, OAT sprang for another one since we
were just now all together!  Went to The Hut, a lovely restaurant with a great menu, fantastic service, good views
all around with the open venue and we were all ecstatic to be together!!!!!

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEgwgjTco1Ln3MYOUzxWq5ycBNkyO15d4Ekruk3w9djbV8VLSS4gqSfBZCWmi0G8FOyfEnovIOkf4teAQhEoWwEYlO5SCeYdPh10J6qGfKm5WUwS6-EiMXO9F9KZ_G3nyAImdo6YL1T203SSHGvyr0ecEQml1ikyNn8we2vlnXJE-LL9xRRdZFHNuMM4/s960/Group%20at%20first%20meal%20at%20the%20Hut%20in%20Kigali%20from%20Isaac.jpeg
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The best thing about the drive back was the awesome view of the "Bee Hive", the huge convention Center in the
city.  It's gorgeous.  I downloaded a couple of pictures from wikipedia to supplement ours.  The best picture is
from Ken of course!  And back to the hotel, we slept a short night to get prepared for a long drive to Akagera NP
in the Northeast corner of the country.
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 Kigali to Akagera National Park, Rwanda

 - Friday, 9 Dec 2023
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Up early, breakfast & on the road by 9am.  Such a pretty hotel, shame we missed the other nights here.  But kept
looking around & thinking about how it looked with the folks hiding here during the genocide.  Movie scripts in
my head.   Regardless, we got checked out & on our way.
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The easy drive out of town heading northeast was once again enjoyable as we viewed the lovely scenic views
and we amazed at the flow of crazy traffic!!!
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As a learning & discovery (& to stretch our legs!) we stopped alongside the highway to watch folks harvesting
rice.  These pictures are from Ken & Marlyn.  The hut was the main reason we stopped.  They are built to house
rabbits over the water.  The rabbits poop in the water & that is used to make a sheen on the water to protect the
fish that they grow next to the rice fields!  Amazing!!!

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEiAzeNhLr-WfEnaYLg7oug0a54VwAnyy6OVGwVWbUhmXx--3N8RWGM9nDhqpT75C97crNRfZ334u9xuxiPslT0hNqfdbncpEcKlkE213YYCi0WLLWntBY5bR2VJctYh_aennywQntMjKiYSN2RUR86opF9jvC442E2CGP_7uTKqT9DcQPBI1250UWDE/s5456/Rice%20fields%20with%20rabbit%20hutches%20from%20Marlyn,%209%20Dec%202022.JPG


1/28/23, 2:53 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/8253120495290599707 6/33



1/28/23, 2:53 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/8253120495290599707 7/33

But I was more interested in the birds & saw White Faced Whistling Ducks, Black faced Heron, Fan Tailed
Widow Bird, Common Greenshank, Little Egret, Long Toed Lapwing - those I got pictures of.  Also saw many
others that Isaac ID'd for me with no pictures.  I have them listed on my ebirds account for my Life List!!! 
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We only stayed at the rest stop for about 20 minutes, but not only did we get the history & explanation about the
rice fields & fish ponds, but we loved watching the constant stream of travelers with all their crazy methods of
transport!!!  Hilarious to see the calf strapped to the bicycle!!!
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We made a potty stop at a really nice gift shop that had a HUGE wine selection.  We bought several bottles for
our cabin at the National Park.  Others bought some coffee.  It could have been a gift shop in the US.  Very well
set up!
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Just a few miles further on, we came to the Urugo Women's Opportunity Center in Kayonza.  First went to the
big main outdoor pavilion.  They were already waiting for us & set up to dance.  They put on an awesome
demonstration!

Then they brought over scarves & dressed us all up so that we could dance with them!!!  Woo Hoo!  Fun Fun
Fun!!!

Then we got to round dance for them!!!!  We did Beach Party Cha.  Unfortunately the music wasn't very loud,
but they loved it.  Especially the hip rolls down & up!  It was soooooo very much fun!
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Then we got a tour around the facility.  There were multiple buildings that housed different training classes: one
for basket weaving, jewelry making, a special type of tile making that could be used for pictures or building tiles
(later I was given one of the special pictures) and even a kitchen that made beer & one that made yogurt!!!!  It is
all a facility for training women how to be self sufficient & provide for their families after the genocide when so
many of the head of household males were lost either killed or jailed.  It is an amazing facility!! 

 They had made us lunch too.  Even got some local beer.  It was very pleasant.
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Just a short distance down the road, we passed Zipline, an American company that uses an automated drone
system to deliver medications to rural areas.  It's an amazing invention that is being used in multiple countries
throughout the world.  Even helped with Covid immunization deliveries.

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEiZbKzFrY1BSzD-D-ZXdaNEgRlOnCNniCoTpgicDmLfy6aSP9OQdzyOzFws-S2jsj2WnKIPLBugjki4byWWJsuzmBEPBY7itEvgUmNhQHlLaewId6DxxmBRWH7mlu9unOzR3g8v2gc8jozdxgxzeU74KDw5yb-J94kP0BkJj_g5uUR2dHQpnjNUkWd0/s5184/8%20-%20Zipline%20Auomated%20Drone%20system%20to%20deliver%20drugs%20in%20Rwanda%20(4).JPG
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After we left there, it was just a few more miles on to the entrance to the park.  Isaac & Bachu went inside to pay
for our entry.

 

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEiHh9Wids36FrF9rD3j9dtuLcJSjhJG-x8zojeMDTE6vcZB_4g9EAxoNkz59SKN-pDrw2C8HdN-AME5iydD3q8iL5IyoYS239CNjeLiWNNu38Gusz0yrkpHlGNn4MkVLXtdYFEfAMkb5RVY7zAyBRi5xbO79T_eLDp0D_mQWZcHnulRheeQBov6_Rkt/s5456/Akagera%20Game%20Lodge%20entrance%20from%20Marlyn,%209%20Dec%202022.JPG
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We arrived at the Akagera Game Lodge (entrance photo from Marlyn) & spent an hour getting settled.  Our
room had a balcony with a beautiful view of Lake Ihema!!!
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Saw a few birds, Common Bulbul, the Village & Masked Weavers just outside the door, Greater Blue Eared
Starling (from Marlyn), a few unidentified.  Just nice to be outside.
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Issac had us meet up on the outside patio for a briefing about the history & location of the park.  It had almost
been destroyed by the Genocide.  Afterwards, the government had to give up some of the lands for the farmers to
use.  But now it's thriving and they are trying to make it a Rwandan Ngorongoro Crater.  We were at the southern
end of it.  It borders on Tanzania which is a bit of a problem with poachers coming across the border with few
penalties from the Tanzanian government.
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Next was a night safari with National Park guides.  Both were named Manual & our jeep had Manual Senior. 
Although we didn't see a lot of animals, it was very interesting.  We started with Baboons set up in the overnight
roost in a tree.  Then on to a mongoose, a Water Thick knee, 2 owls, 2 bucks, 2 buffalo, a night jar, 2
grey crowned cranes & lastly, a bush baby!!!  My camera was not working for night shots at all, so
about the only good picture was the Scops Owl.  Ken's shot is the last one & it's great!
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After dinner, I was surprised with a Birthday Party!!!  I had a card signed by everyone & gifts from
Michele and Issac.  Marilynn had bought Amarula for everyone!  The hotel provided a cake complete with
flaming torch & my name written on the plate!  It was a fabulous time!!!  Unfortunately we were all still
tired, so back to our rooms for an early night.  But what a great day!!! 
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 Akagera National Park 

- Saturday, 10 Dec 2022
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Early morning!  Have to be in jeeps at 7am!  Yipes.  But we were all up & at em & ready to go.  

Here's a map of the park.  We started at Akagera Game Lodge near the west shore of Lake Ihema,
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First we ran into a Cape Buffalo herd.  We were all excited to get the Jeep's tops up & get started spotting
animals.  They had given us permission to take our shoes off & stand on the seats & we were quick to take
advantage of that.  The birds were everywhere & it was hard to stay focused!  The oxpeckers were having
breakfast on the buffalo.
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The Spur-winged Goose that we spotted in a tree is a toxic bird.  It's main diet is blister beetles, making the meat
poisonous to those trying to eat the cooked goose.  
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The Gray-backed Fiscal seemed to pose for us.  There we termite mounds everywhere, but there were not as
large as we'd seen in other parts of Africa.  The Yellow-billed Oxpecker was in the tree rather than on the buffalo
this time!
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We continued on, making our way to the Lone Tree Overlook to see the monument to Kriszhon Gyongyi, a
Hungarian conservationist who fought to bring back the Black Rhino to Rwanda, only to be killed by one of
them.  But due to his untiring work, there are more than 20 surviving there now.  They have also reintroduced
White Rhinos to the park.  The views from the peak are excellent.
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We continued on the drive & came upon our first big Baboon Troop.  They were santering along the road.  We
stopped & watched their antics for quite a while.  They are very amusing.  
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We made a short potty stop on the Ihema lake drive.  There were 2 hippos out away from the bank and numerous
birds - Helmeted Guinea fowl, Both Wattled Lapwing & Water Thick Knee, Cattle Egret, African Jacana, Sacred
Ibis & Hadada Ibis.  And the ever present Pied Wagtail!  
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Back on the road, we started north towards Hago Lake.  We found Vervet Monkeys, Impalas, more Baboons and
Zebra.
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At about 10:30am, we stopped for a coffee break at Lake Mihindi.  Weather was pleasant & we just couldn't
believe we'd already seen so much this soon!  Their instant coffee was tasty & we got slices of banana bread that
Isaac & Bachu said they had made.  Not!!!!
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As we continued north, the grass was a little more lush and we started seeing a lot more Zebra, Impala,
Warthogs, & Waterbuck.  Finally found a little Dung beetle.  He was having a hard time of it.  Couldn't seem to
control his ball of poo.  Very sad, but we were careful not to hurt him.  Isaac & Bachu pointed out how many of
the zebras have an unusual color pattern on their backs.  it is being researched as it seems to be prevalent
throughout the herds in Uganda & Rwanda.  There is much speculation - in breeding?
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Besides the zebra & impala, just before we got to the northernmost lake, we spotted a Tower of Giraffe.  They
were imported from Kenya.  Now there are at least 80 in the park & they are striving.  They are the only giraffes
in Rwanda.  
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The first thing we noticed as we arrived at the water's edge was the smell!  Then we spotted the dead hippo near
the shore.  It was being eaten by crocodile.  Felt like National Geographic!  Our original plan was to eat our box
lunches while enjoying the wildlife around the lake, but the smell put an end to that idea.  
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But before we left, I got some fun birds & a Topi that was playing king of the mountain!!!  There was a Pied
Kingfisher and a Malachite Kingfisher and then a Bare Faced Go Away Bird!!!  Also the Long Tailed
Cormorants.  Cool Cool Cool!
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Didn't take many pictures on the first hour of the drive back as we were busy eating our sack lunch!!!  But
finished up the many goodies & back to looking around us!  Got some especially good close ups of a couple of
Waterbucks and some really nice views of a Beautiful Fish Eagle.  More Vervet Monkeys and thank you
Marilynn for the fun photo of us in the Jeep with Marlyn & Michele.
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Back at the lodge for a mere hour & I took a the short walk around the electric fence perimeter by myself. 
Spotted several birds, but only got pictures of the Yellow Faced Canary & the Splendid Starling.  I did id a Red
Cheeked Cordonbleu!!!  He was beautiful flitting in the bushes, but too fast for me to photo! 
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We met back in the lobby at 4pm for an afternoon Safari.  Pat had elected not to join us - enough of the Jeep for
her.  The rest of us were there, if a little blurry eyed!
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Saw our regular Baboon troop just outside the fence and snapped some lovely scenery views as we headed to the
NP Visitor's Center for Issac & Bachu to ask about recent sitings & determine where we should go.
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Only spent about 15 minutes at the Visitor's Center.  Michele found a gorgeous silver pendant of a gorilla, but I
put off buying it.  My mistake!  Never saw another like it, so missed the chance & saved some money!  
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Isaac must have gotten a good tip, because we almost immediately spotted 2 Rhinos.  Albeit in the distance, but
easily discernable.  
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Ken got some awesome pictures!!  These are some of the White Rhinos that have been imported.  They are
doing well & there have been some babies born here.

We continued the drive & spotted several more White Rhinos in the woods.  They were hunted & killed to
extinction soon after the Genocide by farmers that were relocated here, but they began reintroducing them.  The
latest was a mass relocation of 30 white rhinos from South Africa in 2021.  They are now thriving thank
goodness.
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We continued to spot rhinos along many other types of wildlife: zebra, lots of different antelope, giraffe, buffalo,
& warthogs.  I managed to photo a Fork-Tailed Drongo & and Gray-backed Fiscal.  Saw lots of water & shore
birds around a small pond.  It was all just very pleasant & enjoyable.
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We had turned around & were heading home.  Marlyn, Michele, George & I with Bachu driving were in the
second jeep.  As we came around a sharp corner, Isaac put on his brakes & rapidly started backing up.  Bachu
immediately started backing up too.  Suddenly a HUGE elephant came running at the first jeep - he was running
pretty fast - it's amazing how fast that big animal can really move.  A car was following the elephant, so
effectively had him penned in.  There was no way to turn around on the one lane dirt road, so both jeeps just
continued to back as fast as possible.  It was a pretty scary event.  Especially when we found out that this same
elephant had turned a car over last month!!!!   Eventually he veered off into the bushes, but it felt like forever!!! 
I'm sure Ken, Sue, Marilynn, Tom, & Isaac were counting his nose hairs!  Whew!  That was a bit too close! 
Anyway, we headed back to the lodge.  We had to be out of the National Park by 6pm.  Only the National Park
rangers are allowed to drive at night.  Mostly so they can be assured that anyone driving at night is a poacher &
they can apprehend them!!!  Back at the lodge we enjoyed a lovely dinner and all called it an early night again!
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 Akagera National Park 

- Sunday, 11 Dec 2022

Woke at 6am to a gorgeous morning.  Headed to breakfast by 7am and had omelets made to order to go along
with the amazing breakfast buffet.  Wow oh Wow!!!  Eating way too much, but loving it!
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In the Jeep & ready for action from Marilynn
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Fan Tailed Widowbird

Grey Backed Fiscal
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Trilling Cisticola
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Spur winged geese, Egyptian Geese, White faced Whistling Duck in the background
In the jeeps by 8am and had a beautiful morning.  Saw & id's many birds & there was a huge herd of Cape
Buffalo with other antelope & Giraffe.  
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Pin-tailed Whydah

Pin-tailed Whydah from the internet
Made a stop at a watering hole to get better close ups of the many ducks & geese.  As we were leaving Bachu
spotted a Pin-tailed Whydah and told us a silly story about how to make a girl fall in love with you using a tail
feather from the Whydah.  Had something to do with peeing on it!  Too funny!



2/18/23, 4:17 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/7326534758890704935 8/35



2/18/23, 4:17 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/7326534758890704935 9/35



2/18/23, 4:17 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/7326534758890704935 10/35



2/18/23, 4:17 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/7326534758890704935 11/35

On up to the top of the ridge to enjoy the gorgeous views & have some fun watching a flock of Bee-eaters - both
Cinnamon chested & White Throated.  Better picture from Ken - Thank you Ken!!!  

Topi
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Black Bellied Bustard
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Northern Grey Headed Sparrow

Topi
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Our Group
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We took our morning coffee break at a nice rest area with a pavilion.  It even had clean toilets!  Our guides laid
out a spread of coffee/tea and & coffee cakes.  We enjoyed the chance to stretch our legs & chat with the view of
Lake Ihema in the background.  We even took the time to take a few group photos.  Most of the group pictures
were from Marilynn.  Thank you Marilynn!
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Next stop was our 11am appointment for a tour of the Akagera National Park Headquarters.  It was amazingly
interesting.  One of the park rangers gave us a briefing about the numbers of animals in the park & how they are
working hard to manage them & increase the numbers.  They fight hard against the poachers.  Their main
problems now come from those sneaking over from Tanzania.  The park is right against the Country borders. 
The hope for Rwanda is to build up Akagera to rival Ngorogoro Crater in Tanzania.  They are certainly on the
right course.  The scenery would rival it for sure.  The back room was full of very technical equipment that they
didn't allow us to photograph.  They do a lot of GPS tracking of the animals and they also use drones.  They
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have very accurate information on where all 101 of their rangers are at all times & they have many of the
animals collared, especially the ones that are in danger.  They have recently increased the numbers of both white
& black rhinos & they are doing really well.  We certainly wish them luck & will help spread the word about
how much we enjoyed visiting this park.

Confiscated bicycles from would be poachers
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The last part of the tour was an demonstration of how the K9 team help with tracking & stopping the poachers. 
They were very well trained & very scary.  The man had no chance of getting away when the dog wanted to stop
him!!!  The dogs & the men looked to be in excellent condition!  They breed their dogs from the local villages to
help with tsetse fly immunity.  It's funny to think that many of the poachers are on bicycles!!
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We got back to the lodge to enjoy a marvelous lunch served outside on the open deck.  It was fabulous.  Finally
managed to get a picture of the Wire-Tailed Swallows.  Had to get a picture of some of the interesting object de
art that are scattered around the lodge.
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Baboon Family enroute to the lake

Reed Buck waiting for us at the dock
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Elephant Dung!
After a short break we met again to leave the lodge for our Boating Safari on Lake Ihema.  It was a short drive
down to the small dock.  On the way we saw our regular family of Baboons and the there was a Reed Buck
waiting for us down at the dock.
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Once were loaded and settled into the boat with our life jackets, we immediately headed across the lake.  Our
National Park Ranger (the same one we had for the Night Safari (Manual Sr) spotted an Elephant just inside the
trees on the shoreline.  We couldn't spot him at first, but he stomped around a bit, then same out in full view.  My
video follows him for much of our watch. 
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Another Fish Eagle
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There were 2 beautiful Sea Eagles there also. Never tire of them - just like our Bald Eagle. The best picture is
from Ken of course!

Squacco Heron
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Little Heron

Cape Buffalo & Cattle Egret
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More Cape Buffalo & Cattle Egrets

Hippo, Cattle Egret, & Crocodile
We continued along the edge of the lake, enjoying the beautiful weather & tons of wildlife.  It was a gorgeous
afternoon!  
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Crocodile in the shadows
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The final part of our boat cruise took us to a huge flock of birds & more gorgeous views.  We got another Sea
Eagle in a huge Candalabra tree and an enormous crocodile in the shadows of the bushes.  Photo was from Ken
again of course!  There was a mix of Anhingas & Herons & Egrets & they were lovely & noisy!  So ended
another beautiful day in Rwanda.  Back to the Lodge & we had a lovely dinner before all heading to bed early
again!!!  We leave early & on to the west side of Rwanda for our long awaited Gorillas!!!!
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 Akagera NP across Rwanda to Volcanoes NP

- Monday, 12 Dec 2022

Gonna be a long drive today - all the way from Eastern Rwanda to Western Rwanda!  With a stop in Kigali for
Covid tests!!  And to pick up Tom & Marilynn's long awaited luggage!!!
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Wire-Tailed Swallow
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Up at 5:15am and bags out by 6:25am & on to breakfast.  Tom & Marilynn were the only ones there!  But the
others all drifted in.  Finally managed a picture of the Wire Tailed Swallow that were flitting around all the time. 
Also got a picture of Rose, one of our waitresses.  She was just adorable.  Took a few shots around the beautiful
restaurant.

Greater Blue-eared Starling
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Stopped at the entry way for a few last pictures of the scenery & got a fair close up of a Greater Blue-eared
Starling.  Couldn't resist one final picture of our room as we finished up our packing.
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On the way out of the park we said bye to our faithful Baboon family.  Then most exciting for me was spotting a
Woodland Kingfisher!  And our other faithful, a White Browed Coucal.  Bachu spotted another Black Bellied
Bustard, but I couldn't get a picture.

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEi0d6IaY2viPTmL-pVLjZf8gRYAt9p6t8VWyugkIhBvqadAhdXk2T3oAFb_tHHjW3iIMiZORvIA5jxBWR34qTUTRuBsnpiUfrptv_dWzei6Jpt80nzeEj07hdU-9IWsnQoY_7P6NgxNrJGeHsZzJRStT9JuPu3uY8Xif-AKmRfihzxVwSYFaTIX69dE/s5184/2%20-%20Akagera%20departure,%20Monday,%2012%20Dec%202022%20(9).JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEjOtwZ6-muqeVW1_5Ozc8mB4UVzbao0NKYQW6cdxGsJzEINZZoz5j_KxRBIn9mxmoIa_fvnDkaOa3-eNgO5hx5cqCiGnfS9GpElotiHQjXw6npO1sPm-MkNuwd2tysAY0C6IN6QxOzCp848AW5hpWQMw4xg-WRsZy6eV_xbek8HoO2D1AlbDNSqdnHi/s5184/2%20-%20Akagera%20departure,%20Monday,%2012%20Dec%202022%20(10).JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEiYx3h0GaX3k9cLnfwpW-258DkPDBShvXfAZxs_fJEkVdIamXVg6Elplzcr0e921WEJSzpLcDOvA_cvmK8n6MmQBBdJFTi5oftbSu5eK73-ZCyrFF4r9wHBfy9WNfEWYH5uc_Yt1LpiBtYvRavylxE8gExthOQZfK1UsGxQyv33g4TWLOoQGMqbA5XG/s5184/3%20-%20Akagera%20NP%20back%20to%20Kigali,%20Monday,%2012%20Dec%202022%20(2).JPG


2/25/23, 3:49 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/4533181209312117039 10/27

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEjAINcdWM8uVnE_Q0GuhC1lmASqKYh1Yl-a8BMDi5h5-Gkxupw6NwCZgpIRmoM3woDrG0XdAU53d3yup1pHFWTjtXUSH2tf-6uqI-ZXUny8QUDO_aUowcMNDkQ9-5XWYeMBAIU7FAy3ditA2Oon8AH1Tz7slLzJviaB9dNMw2-svxiREgwZuDfBqP2p/s5184/3%20-%20Akagera%20NP%20back%20to%20Kigali,%20Monday,%2012%20Dec%202022%20(4).JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEjbmTCWKi3Vjp0lnwGHYWy1lnt_RsgAP6NiuLB8rEZQknDKdT9PchGU4fe_WtKIgQ0Ob0gktdu1rmp5bkfvgspkp9cAv5EJC2Ov0hv84HhOekhQOgasrrJMtgAgbHQHzSB4EBglxLXkEwsWN1KnZkOErYS7lbRXVTJI55VTAF-Wgp-pjbh3mXBkekcK/s5184/3%20-%20Akagera%20NP%20back%20to%20Kigali,%20Monday,%2012%20Dec%202022%20(9).JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEha6e9YFAfxB_KU1d6LVrTzEmFPsa9gItGYoig7p7eXd_fzqoa3nuzvgHCXHNuMMjJKDONE4CJD4LwElDpq0AEb4hMsV5-6yusxfj2Myq5e4MRkb_S7w13pXkPT_P7yDoiEXV81riAmusqkkjuTM5Oq9FcH_XsLi2JPP_hlLJGfCVbtxQKY04ODlHpJ/s5184/3%20-%20Akagera%20NP%20back%20to%20Kigali,%20Monday,%2012%20Dec%202022%20(14).JPG


2/25/23, 3:49 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/4533181209312117039 11/27

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEi8CFdT7WV4IhDu1wKQq1nxPMInyx6lT5GBAupHb-YzGce-ECtCZX1jlvoNM2FwucACBOxv2KgaS6PK03Dte_4ICjXohCAq7P3wz-Mv1WNAXBAU-n7x8A7u_V15N8OZiUvWEkreTTTu4hsd9iJO2WULfi_k1hAgZSuWZkp65iN1WV50T2y1-Q9r3G-h/s5184/3%20-%20Akagera%20NP%20back%20to%20Kigali,%20Monday,%2012%20Dec%202022%20(17).JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEh51Waql9rYcdjmEUtu0p0HzStBD0E1_McyTtnzwz5FTgxS7wgawhTZOV29dr4_Hx5lBN1LetcNaoi74XmwfXYM6EzMA4iUDJa2zrEsmF_92nOUMfiVb3D1gpZx3t6fPNXfPor4-bJVwKBi1YUN2TXq3NuGXsFAUHbCgMi5QDsias9AoaMKPyjlTy-e/s5184/3%20-%20Akagera%20NP%20back%20to%20Kigali,%20Monday,%2012%20Dec%202022%20(20).JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEhtTPxrwm2R6sdpEUoh6lApJ4Sj4ukh_t2sROjr_MaVezttuYkXyxMwuMUHYe2r_I0aBqwmW_pflDGS9e4mHlgHVGAF_UIaIi7ASEJ6Zo1guqLLXv3SH018VGs4oMGHn6bpPfrlZmvKO937_ykw2PI3I0dAiJMZ_asIPgg2wYU2ez2goRvHPh9y83zu/s5184/3%20-%20Akagera%20NP%20back%20to%20Kigali,%20Monday,%2012%20Dec%202022%20(23).JPG


2/25/23, 3:49 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/4533181209312117039 12/27

Black Kite

Pied Crow
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Then we were back to "civilization" of a sort!  At least more people & less wild animals!  We made a quick stop
for a pee break where we'd stopped before & George bought a couple of bottles of wine while I snapped pictures
of the Black Kite looking for his mid morning snack!  Just because, I took a picture of a Pied Crow.  Just as an
on the side, for some reason ebird doesn't allow a choice of a Black Kite, closest is a Black Winged Kite which
is quite a bit different.  Very strange.
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We had to pass through Kigali as we traveled from the far east side of the country to the far west side.  We made
a stop there for several reasons.  Issac peeled off to take Tom & Marilynn to the airport to collect their luggage,
while we headed to the clinic to get our Covid tests to visit the Mountain Gorillas at Volcanoes National Park. 
Our group had no problems at all & then we waited a bit in an outside seating area for Tom & Marilynn and Ken
& Sue.  Bachu had realized that our battery was low, so he headed out to replace it while we waited.  They had
issues with finding the luggage, but finally showed up.  Then there was a mix up with Marilynn & Sue's test, so
we waited even longer.  Finally it was all sorted out & we made a short lunch stop at a local restaurant with a
buffet.  Felt like we had waited forever, but we were at the restaurant as 12:30p and it was mobbed.  Not to
worry, the management were waiting for us & had a table reserved.  We enjoyed our meal & got back on the
road.
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Toilet instructions for the men at the Pit stop
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We had several hours of uneventful driving as we climbed into the mountains heading to Volcanoes National
Park.  The scenery got wilder & more beautiful.  It drizzled off & on.  We made one pit stop, just for the toilet. 
Bachu told us that the building & outdoor restaurant next door were owned by a local man that had made good. 
Started with nothing, but worked his way up & now helped other locals to make a go of it & sponsored
children's education.  Very impressive.  Marlyn got a photo of the instructions in the men's toilet!  The Virungas
are the 5 volcanos looming nearer & nearer.
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Issac was always on the look out for a Learning & Discovery and he found a really good one!!!  There was a
group of locals hand splitting logs!  We all trooped over to watch.  It was amazing.  I wish I had taken a video. 
They made it look simple, so they let our guys try their hand at it.  It was obviously not as easy as it looked! 
Ken & Rick both tried & said the major issue was trying to keep enough pressure on the saw blade to keep it in
the slot.  They pretty much failed!  Issac tried & he didn't do much better.  We were surrounded by children that
were asking for our email addresses & looking for handouts.  It was a fun way to get out to the jeep for a bit &
stretch our legs!
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It was only a few more minutes drive to our lodge.  It was not the one we had in our books, apparently there was
a last minute change.  Our guide said this one was his preference because it was closer to the park.  We were
happy to get there & enjoyed some hot refreshments while Issac handed out the keys.  It was a rather interesting
entrance because of a rough dirt road up the side of the mountain.  It was thundering strongly as we arrived and
drizzling as we headed up the sidewalks to our cabins.
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We were all very pleased with our rooms.  They were huge.  Each an individal cabin with a fireplace.  Our view
was lovely, even if covered in heavy clouds.  A young man came to light the fireplace before we left for dinner.
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Issac had us meet for a briefing on tomorrow's Gorilla hike.  Gonna be an early one!!  But we're all very
excited!  Have to be all geared up for the hike, gators & all!!  We had a before dinner drink & chattered happily!
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Dinner was delicious.  Our chef was doing stir fry to order & we all enjoyed the flames as he spiced things up. 
There were lots of vegetable side choices and as usual we ate too much.  After dinner no one hung around to
chat, we scurried back up the sidewalks & found water bottles warming the foot of our beds!  We had a leak in
the shower that had the floor in the bathroom squishy.  But there were slippers, so we managed okay.  Sure
enjoyed the fireplace!  Finished up a bottle of wine & made a few notes in the journal.  Got all the gear out &
ready!  Then to sleep.  Tomorrow is the big long awaited day!!!!
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 The BIG Day - Gorilla Trek in Volcanoes NP

 - Tuesday, 13 December 2022
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Early early early morning!  Up at 4:50am!!!!  Had to be at breakfast at 6am and all geared up for hiking and in
the jeeps at 6:30am.  But we were all so hyped, it was pretty easy!  And the day was clearing nicely!  Isaac came
in first thing to let us know that we were all cleared as Covid Negative!  Yeah!!!



3/4/23, 9:07 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/7464894929448323844 5/61



3/4/23, 9:07 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/7464894929448323844 6/61



3/4/23, 9:07 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/7464894929448323844 7/61



3/4/23, 9:07 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/7464894929448323844 8/61

It was a beautiful morning drive to the Volcanoes NP Headquarters to get our team assignments.  Took about 20
minutes to get there.
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African Coffee - ordered for me by Bachu - it had Ginger & all sorts of other spices in it!!
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Northern Gray-headed Sparrow
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Isaac immediately took off to work out our teams.  We couldn't go together because they only allow 8 tourists in
each group.  Since we were 10, they divided us up into 6 & 4.  We were with Pat & Rick and the others went
together.  We had one other couple assigned to our group.  He was a lively black man celebrating his birthday,
but his wife was rather a pain.  She was scared that we'd see a buffalo or elephant.  There is a coffee shop with
free coffee.  I had ordered a black coffee, but before I could pick it up, Bachu came in and said I had to have an
African Coffee.  It was yummy - creamy with all kinds of spices.  Ginger was the only one I recognized. 
Michele & I wandered around trying to identify birds.  We saw an African Thrasher, a Northern Grey headed
sparrow & a Speckled Mousebird.  Then we waved goodbye as they took off with their group.  Our guide, Iggy
joined us in Bachu's jeep.
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Short trip to get to the start point for our Gorilla trek, but along some really rough roads.  No one there except
our guides & porters.  They handed out walking sticks & assigned our porters.  OAT had arranged for each of us
to have a porter (pretty much whether we wanted one or not!).  My porter was Phocus (pronounced like Focus a
camera).  He had a big smile & stuck to me like glue.  At first I was a bit skeptical, but  he proved totally worth
it by the end of the trip!  He carried my pack & held my hand most of the way!  I adored him!  He spoke
excellent English & managed to keep me at the front of the pack most of the time.  George's was Juvenile & he
carried his back back, but was otherwise non existent (George wouldn't hold hands with him!!!  Ha Ha!).
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Black & White Casqued Hornbill
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We took about a half hour to get the short distance across pretty damp fields to the stone fence with a wooden
style that marked our entrance into Volcanoes National Park.  We stopped a few times enroute for our guides to
give us some info.  I spotted a few birds, but no pictures.  There were some bright colored birds flitting nearby,
but could only identify them as a type of Sunbird.  A Black & White Casqued Hornbill flew over just as we got
to the fence.  These 2 pictures are downloaded from ebird.  
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We waited at the gate for a while as the guide sent a couple of National Park rangers in to confirm that our
targeted Gorilla family had settled in for a morning snack & we could go to them.  While we were waiting he
filled us in on them.  They are a family named Sabyinyo (after the nearest of the volcanic peaks) and are one of
the most well known of the families & most visited.  There are 2 silverbacks & one is the younger brother of the
leader.  He is allowed to mate.  The most unusual aspect is that he is BALD!  He's the only known bald gorilla &
is being studied do to the strange anomaly!  He has been bald for many years.  There are 16 gorillas in the family
& 2 babies, the youngest of which is 2 months old.  Here's a link to read more about them
-  https://www.volcanoesparkrwanda.org/information/sabinyo-gorilla-family/
They also gave us instructions about how to make a purring/low growling noise that is considered comforting. 
Kinda like murmuring "it's okay, we're harmless."  The guards were much better at it than we were & they did
make it frequently when we got near the gorillas.  They warned us to always follow their directions & to never
run.  If a gorilla came towards us, we were to slowly back away while making that noise.  Humm???
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We got the come ahead about 9am and headed into the park with our 6 porters, 2 guides & gun toting security. 
We slogged through muddy fields & along creek beds.  It was slippery at times & I was happy for both Phocus's
hand, the walking stick, & my gaiters!  We spotted a Golden Monkey & stopped for a few minutes to watch him
traverse the heavy jungle.  A real plus as tomorrow is the Golden Monkey day!  We soon spotted Gorilla poo, so
we knew we were on the right track.  The 4 of us had no problems, but the complaining woman had some
difficulties.  
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After about 40 minutes of walking, we found our first gorilla!  SOOOOOOO EXCITING!!!  We all took turns
taking pictures of her.  As soon as we were in position to actually see the gorillas, our porters were told to stay
back and we had to put on our masks.  The remainder of the time it was just the 6 of us and our 2 guides.  There
seemed to be some rangers or guards or something out of sight around us (our guides would sometimes talk to
them), but it felt like we were alone with the family.  Our guide made that murmuring noise often as he cleared
the path.
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After finding the first gorilla, it seemed that we were surrounded by them.  We could here them in the vegetation
all around us and as our guides used their machetes to cut our way through the brambles, we came upon different
ones in every direction.  They were climbing trees, sleeping, wandering, playing with each other & eating &
eating & eating!  It was extremely exciting.  We were definitely climbing up hill, but it was hard to recognize the
elevation change because we were moving through such thick vegetation.  Thank goodness for the guides using
their machetes.  We could never have gotten through otherwise.

We kept running into one large male.  Our guide called him a "trouble maker."  He would appear to be totally
ignoring us and then amble closer & closer.  Once he came running right past & scared us.  I had gorilla hair on
my legs!  Our guide would encourage us to back away from him slowly, but he followed us around quite a bit.
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And then we found 1 of the Silverbacks.  It was the bald one (I thought of him as Bob, the Bald Guy!!).  We
watched him for the remainder of our time.  We were only to be allowed 1 hour, but it was really more like an
hour and a half.  We could have stayed forever, it was just a wonderful feeling to be near them.

Just to watch him eating was very exciting!  He seemed very intent on getting just the right mix of the plants.
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It was fun watching him pull at the vines.  Such a huge animal to just enjoy munching on the vegetation!

My such a big butt you have!!  Wouldn't say that to his face though!!!

At one point the guide suggested the 4 of us stand with our back to him to get a picture.  We had just gotten into
place & he started motioning for us to move towards him.  Unbeknowst to us, Bob had started moving towards
us!  Guess he wanted a better position in the picture!!!
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He is the younger brother, but is allowed to breed and when one of females showed up, she immediately started
grooming him.  He seemed to quite enjoy that.  We loved it when he stretched out on his belly to give her better
access!  He pretty much ignored us.  We hated saying goodbye, but it was starting to look pretty dark & our
guides were getting antsy.  Sure enough, just as we moved away back to the clearing where we had left our
porters, it began to lightly drizzle.  Our porters quickly opened our packs & gave us our rain gear & covered our
back packs with paunchos.  I put away my camera & my phone and it began to pour!  We hurried back the way
we had come through a total downpour.  We were slipping and sliding everywhere.  I stepped in holes over my
ankles a couple of times.  I was soooooo relieved to have Phocus to lean on.  He kept me from falling many
times.  I never actually fell, but it was close.  Wouldn't have hurt anything (except pride), but would have
covered me in muck!!

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEjYyVvmmanzMdq-tLQmo3fgD-kQA_uky-Q_ZQf9qz059cN3w1dlSd38WgBmt5Q9yDKW0qdSvrm1ym2CUrBexd5LR9A6WvQyxAqjJ9umO014Ylu9JvFsloRtOg1Qmg6xkhrS_lE1Ke-yY04kAHZYcNlBTrVOtmZJF6yyGZKsQc6UpHhIEjquYXA49WdN/s5184/19%20-%20Gorilla%20Trek,%20bald%20Silverback%20with%20family%20members,%20Tuesday,%2013%20Dec%202022%20(23).JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEjj7TwuXn-1kSKij0GhS9nLONbaLIV4GJhFtqdtytN4Oqh194DH_2xTs9tUSDZCCaDdCwYWx_zNA03-OMB4kEdXDL2vTmm5ecPOFXMV6mHHy79c6VM0LRhZNiETO-b1A7z0695xv36_cnfPFxd_auWPGvvNuOBSSVjFLBrgywKoNzZWg9J7qC7gjY6F/s5184/19%20-%20Gorilla%20Trek,%20bald%20Silverback%20with%20family%20members,%20Tuesday,%2013%20Dec%202022%20(25).JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEjoSopy_gVXo6iDzuu0kCH_rqXsS6G6SJYmmV2viROcrxVUA19lhV0dwnE-yAyToYcrvgSF8M3aXJTCm78WfSCj3po3HhK6ME_oPmRqNIIGBGsfqNmlmy3pLGpdMQX8-tMF1HF6155KrxTacOqCpPK9mj6brEqvtSlFHYnMAwJEPPadn0YPCLF7Wp1V/s5184/19%20-%20Gorilla%20Trek,%20bald%20Silverback%20with%20family%20members,%20Tuesday,%2013%20Dec%202022%20(27).JPG


3/4/23, 9:07 PM Post: Edit

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5252773391899285473/7464894929448323844 45/61

We got back to the starting point in record time and Bachu was there to greet us.  The rain had slowed, so we
were able to say bye bye to our porters & guides & give them tips.  Then it was into the jeep & back to the
hotel!  Luckily it was not particularly cold, but we were shivery with excitement!  Just babbled non-stop back to
the hotel!

They met us at the door of the hotel with chairs & slippers in the front entry way.  They quickly stripped off our
wet/muddy gaiters, socks & shoes & ponchos.  They bundled us in dry ponchos & put slippers on our feet & sent
us to our cabins.  It was not raining here at the hotel.  We found Marlyn & Michele in the bar celebrating with
whiskey's!!  We all cheered & then we had an half hour to change into dry clothes & come back for lunch!  
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Didn't get any pictures of lunch, but we were all soooooo very excited & talked all over one another telling about
our experiences.   The others had had a much easier Gorilla visitation.   They never even entered Volcanoes
National Park!  The Gorilla family had conveniently escaped over the fence to come see them.  I will include a
few of Ken's best pictures!!!  Thank you Ken!!!
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We felt very lucky to get to tour the Dian Fossey Museum sponsored by Ellen DeGeneres.  It just officially
opened up in February.  https://gorillafund.org/ellencampus/  It was very interesting.  There is a surround
sound/interactive movie room (unfortunately one screen was not working) and they had some awesome virtual
reality glasses that made it seem like you were interacting with the gorillas.  Michele said she had used much
better ones in an airport lounge, but I was really impressed!  There was a lot of history about Dian & her gorillas
& a huge map showing gorilla families throughout the park.  It was originally listed as an optional tour, but we
all wanted to go.  No "official" entry fee, but a suggested donation of $20 each.  We were happy to pay it!

After a complete tour of the downstairs, we all had coffee or tea at the bar (included free with the entry
donation).  I had another African coffee!  Yummy!  Huge fan!
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We all then trooped upstairs to check out the conference room & the outdoor veranda where there can entertain
& have outside dinner parties.  It was lovely with views almost 360*.  This is very close to the actual area that
Dian had her camp.
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Just before leaving, most of us wandered around the small garden area (it's built over the sewage recycling
station).  Saw the African Thrasher again.  He looks like a Robin.  Flowers were just starting to bloom.  Will
probably be very pretty in a few weeks.  Saw another bird that we couldn't readily identify.  Later I looked it up
& think it was a Grauer's Swamp Warbler.
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Back to the hotel for an hour in the room to warm back up & get ready for the evening.  Our Fireplace man came
in & built a lovely fire!
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Back to the Hotel bar for an extremely interesting talk by Dr Noel for a talk on the Gorilla Doctors. He was a
veterinarian, but well versed in everything gorilla. He was supposed to talk for an hour, but Michele kept asking
questions & kept him going for more than an hour and a half. He was very interesting.

Then straight to dinner. Yummy tonight – mushroom soup & lots of choices. Rick had bought Irish Cream to
share. It was yummy! George was still really cold, so we headed back to room about 8:30p. Our fire was already
almost out, but George got it going a little to warm up the room again. Moved the heater back to the bathroom. I
caught up the journal for today & ready for bed at 9:30pm. Cant’ believe how early we’re going to bed, but not
sleeping good. Think it’s the malaria pills. We took them at noon today to try & slide it to breakfast instead of
lunch. George seems to have a cold – dry cough that’s getting worse. Also, his nettle stings are still burning.
Mine all went away.
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Bed about 9:30pm.  Fabulous day and lived up to the many years of expectation!!!!
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