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Pamela Hurd

From: Pamela Hurd <pam@gphurd.com>

Sent: Saturday, December 17, 2016 10:58 AM

To: 'pam@gphurd.com'; gphurd@aol.com

Subject: South American Wilderness Adventure Begins #1

Hello Everyone!!!  Hope you are all looking forward to a fabulous Christmas & New Years.  We are currently in Iguazu, 

Argentina & have already experienced the first couple of days of our Wilderness Adventure in Argentina & Chile (& a half 

day in Brazil!!). 

 

I was not altogether this year & didn’t get any pictures of our Christmas Dance’s, either the Annual Thursday at 

Greenfield or the new one this year at Monte Vista with Bill & Carol Goss. Both were great fun and we even had a very 

successful BYOB at the Thursday one that we’ll very likely continue!!! 

 

Anyway, this year, due to a change of schedule from our Holiday Vacation program with OAT, we left on Tuesday, 12 Dec 

for Buenos Aires.  This was the start of our Wilderness Adventure with John & Connie Hibner and Marlyn & Michele 

Batchelor with a Iguazu Falls Per-trip and an Easter Island Pre-Trip. 

 
John & Connie met us at Tom & Marge’s & they drove us to the airport on Tuesday.  We had a wonderful lunch at 4 Peak 

Beer Brewery at the airport & then flew from Phoenix to Dallas, with a 2 hour layover & then direct flight to Buenos 

Aires!  It was an overnight flight to Buenos Aires & we arrived there about 8:30am.  The flight out of Phoenix was one of 

the clearest days I’ve seen.  It was lovely.  The flight from DFW was mostly in the dark & smooth, although we did 

experience some turbulence just before landing.  The only other time George & I have been to Buenos Aires (for a cruise 

with Anderson’s, Brown’s, & Kingsbury’s in 2006), it was an incredibly bad storm & we were bounced all over the sky 

with people screaming & throwing up!!!).  This approach & landing was much much nicer!!   
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It was an easy debarkation & no lines through Immigration or Customs.  Even got our bags in a short time.  We were out 

the doors & looking for our OAT representative in about a half hour!  Didn’t immediately see our yellow greeting sign, 

but soon realized that Adrian was just in the second row of greeters and only stood about 4’11”!  He’s a cute little blond 

about 30 – 1st generation Argentinian born to a Spanish Mom & German Dad here in Buenos Aires.  We’ll see him as a 

local tour guide on Sunday when we come back to begin our main trip.  He led us to our small bus for transport to our 

hotel, the Arc Recoleta.  Met our first additional OAT traveler, a really sweet single traveler from San Francisco.  Took 

about 45 minutes drive to our hotel where our overall OAT trip guide Nicole was waiting for us with rooms already 

assigned & keys waiting!!   

   

Nicole (she’s from Chile) let us run up to our rooms to freshen up & we met back downstairs in about 2 hours for a short 

walking tour just about 5 blocks square around the hotel to orient us & probably to let us get some exercise & get over 

the little bit of jet lag.  Only 4 hours time change, but we had flown overnight, so we were all groggy.  Marlyn & Michele 

arrived just in time to run up & brush their teeth & join us on the walk!  The only real place of interest from our walk was 

a beautiful book store that is in a restored Opera House.  It was gorgeous! 
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The walk was officially over at the bookstore & we were given 3 hours off before our official first meeting for 

instructions about our pre-trip to Iguazu Falls.  The evening meal was on our own, so we decided to go ahead & eat 

before our 6pm meeting.  Connie spotted a nice looking restaurant next to the Bookstore, so we enjoyed our first 

meal!  I took a picture of Michele’s beautiful vegetarian salad instead of my Argentine Steak & French fries!!  Here’s was 

prettier, but my first Argentine steak was awesome!!!  It was a lovely restaurant & our combo meal had included an 

interesting appetizer of sliced pepper sautéed in olive oil on thinly sliced French bread.  Yummy! 

 

The rest of the day was spent with a nap & our meeting.  Then we had a welcome party for just our group in our room 

(we were all ready for bed by 10:30pm since we have to be downstairs by 6:30am tomorrow!!!!).  The folks for this trip 

were divided into teams by Nicole & our 3 couples are now the Condors!!!  So the Condors had a successful first day & 

we’re ready for the true adventure to begin on Thursday!!  I’ll end this first travelogue so that I can get it sent off & I 

apologize for so much writing!  Iguazu Falls will be more pictures & less crap!! 

 

Chow for now & hold on for a fun filled adventure!!!   

 

Lots of love,  

 

 

George & Pamela  
********************************************************************************* 
Check out our web site! Hurd's Round Dance Home Page  
Check out our dance demo videos www.DanceRounds.info 
Look at pictures, videos, & Photo books on Shutterfly  http://pamspicts.shutterfly.com  
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Pamela Hurd

From: Pamela Hurd <pam@gphurd.com>

Sent: Sunday, December 18, 2016 12:57 PM

To: pam@gphurd.com; gphurd@aol.com

Subject: South American Wilderness Adventure, Iguazu Falls, Brazilian Side #2

Hello Guys, 

 

Let’s get going!! 

 

 
Enroute to the Domestic Airport (not the same airport we arrived in yesterday), we passed the usual cluttered mass of 

apartment dwellings & then we drove alongside this massive river – the Rio de la Plata.  It forms the dividing line 

between Argentina & Uruguay.  Here, where it empties into the Atlantic Ocean, it is nearly 1.2 miles wide.  Huge 

unsettled waves pounded against the shores.  I downloaded this aerial view of the river from Wikipedia.  There were 

individuals fishing along the shore, but we didn’t see any boats. 
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Before I go any further, I have to present what will be the daily picture of John’s socks.  Every single day, we will 

anticipate his lovely legs!!  Several of you other dancers should be jealous!   

 
Our flight from Buenos Aires to Iguazu City was uneventful.  Nicole had warned us that the internal flights were quite 

unreliable & that a 2 hour delay was considered on time, so we were a bit worried, but we were really on time & even 

picked up our luggage quickly.  Soon we were in another bus with our adorable young local guide, Marcos & heading 

towards the border of Brazil.  After making it thought Immigration on the Brazilian border, we hopped into another bus 

that would take us to the Brazilian Iguazu National Park. 
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We crossed over the Iguazu River that forms the border between Brazil & Argentina & forms the falls.  I downloaded the 

picture above from Wikipedia & it’s taken from the International Space Station.  As you cross over the bridge, there are 

cement barriers along the railings, first half is Argentina’s colors, and half way across, they are painted in Brazil’s colors!! 

  

We stopped at the Brazilian National Park Welcome Center for about a half hour to grab a bite to eat.  It was about 

1:30pm & we would spend 2 hours walking the one path on the Brazilian side.  It was only about a mile long.  Marcos 

told us that we could take our own time & would meet back up again.  We started at the National Park Hotel (only one 

actually in either of the National Parks – with an overnight visit starting at $600 a night US!! 
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Our first view was incredible.  Nicole had warned us to keep moving because each viewpoint would be better than the 

last.  From our first glance, we knew it was going to be amazing!  Then say that 20% of the falls is on the Brazilian side & 

the remaining 80% is on the Argentinian side, so we came to this side to be able to look at the ones on the other side 

from across the river. 

 
As we continued on the path & around the first corner, we saw this huge bird.  We were laughing that it was a 

Condor!  Turns out it was a Pipile Jucutinga which is an endangered species that Nicole had never seen before, so she 

was very excited!!!  Marcos showed us the information on his cell phone with a picture of it!  We didn’t get a very good 

picture, but we watched it quite a few minutesl! 
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We continued around the path & it just got better & better. 

  

And better! 
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We were seeing quite a lot of creatures too.  The long distance one is hundreds of Black Vultures in the trees on the 

Argentinian side.  And several different kinds & sizes of lizards. 
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 And several different types of mammals:  a Gouti (type of rodent, he’s maybe a foot long) and lots & lots of Coati.  They 

are in the raccoon family & considered quite a pest, but the babies were just adorable.  Lots of very graphic warning 

signs everywhere about avoiding getting bitten.  They have lots of sharp teeth!! 

 
And can’t forget the flora!  It is a semi tropical jungle here & the greenery was amazing.  It is Spring, almost Summer & 

everything is growing!  Kind of reminded me of going to a greenhouse garden.  All the common green houseplants were 

here – Wandering Jew, Philodendron, Impatience (sp?),  Elephant ear, you name it & it was growing here. 
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Can’t forget the butterflies.  I tried & tried to get pictures of them.  There were literally hundreds.  This was the only one 

that cooperated!!!  There were lots of spiders & other things (thousands of cicadas from the sound & from the shells on 

the bushes), but no pictures of them! 

  

 
But overall – the Falls!  The absolutely glorious, unbelievable, amazing, Falls.   
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The last walkway led us out over the water to a closer overlook.  Literally in the spray. 

  

And more!! 
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And more!!!!! 

 
And drenched George & Pam! 
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We took a short walk up to the top level to meet our bus.  Enroute, we found this sign & found it quite 

interesting!  “Naturally Inappropriate” is definitely one way to say non-potable!!! 

  

Two final pictures of the falls & it was time to head back to the hotel.  Amazing!!!  And tomorrow is another full day on 

the Argentine side!!! 
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After a 20 minute drive, we were at our Amerian Hotel in Iguazu.  It was a lovely hotel & our bags were already in our 

rooms waiting for us.  We took off for an exploratory walk around the area.  The inside was gorgeous. 

  

 
The outside grounds were gorgeous also.   
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Found this adorable lady posing on the seating area outside!  It’s very comfortable by the way as we found out later!! 

 
Our room was the 5 balcony over on the 2nd floor in the corner! 

 
Next stop was a short half block away to a memorial view of the 3 countries borders.  Paraguay is on the left across the 

Iguazu River, Brazil is across the river on the right and we’re standing on the Argentine side.  Pretty amazing, 

huh?  Reminds me of crossing the Zambezi river 2 years ago and being at the confluence of the 4 countries!   

 

We headed back to the hotel for a short happy hour before our dinner in the hotel!  It was yummy!  We enjoyed a social 

time in John & Connie’s room afterwards to review our day & anticipate tomorrow!  Then it was finally time for 

bed!!!  Geez our life is tough!! 

 

Wish you were here & sending love & hugs.  More adventures soon!!! 

 

Lots of love, 

 

George & Pamela  
********************************************************************************* 
Check out our web site! Hurd's Round Dance Home Page  
Check out our dance demo videos www.DanceRounds.info 
Look at pictures, videos, & Photo books on Shutterfly  http://pamspicts.shutterfly.com  
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Pamela Hurd

From: Pamela Hurd <pam@gphurd.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 21, 2016 7:25 PM

To: pam@gphurd.com; gphurd@aol.com

Subject: South American Wilderness Adventure, Iguazu Falls, Argentinian Side #3

Hi Guys, 

 

So our pre-trip to Iguazu Falls, the absolute biggest falls system in the world continued today! 

 

I’ve got to pass something on – I’m already several days off on doing my travelogue.  My plan was to use the 5+ hour 

flight today down to Calafate to catchup.  Unfortunately this morning as we were meeting to leave the hotel, we were 

informed that the Buenos Aires Union employees (including all airport workers!!!!) are on strike).  Today was to be our 

first flight on the state run Argentina Airlines.  SOOOOOOO, here we sit in the airport having a beer with fingers crossed 

that somehow, someway, Nicole will be able to get us on other flights.  Apparently Lan Air is still flying, but city busses 

are also down.  So far the airport is still serving food & folks are fairly friendly, but it’s really sad for folks that are trying 

to travel for family holidays.  We are luckily under someone else’s control & she’s in charge of making sure we have a 

place to stay tonight if all else fails.  So, on to the Argentinian side of the Falls!! 

 

  

The day dawned lovely sunny & clear.  We had our buffet breakfast & headed out about 8:00am.  Marcos showed us 

how they drink Mate.  It’s an herb tea/coffee type drink that the Argentinians drink mostly in the mornings, but we saw 

them all day long!  It’s quite distinctive.  It’s a round cuppish sort of container with an interesting straw with a spoon 

shaped strainer.  They actually sell both the container & the straw in all the Tourist gift shops everywhere.  He did 

mention that it was an acquired taste!  We figure it’s like Marmite!!!  So not trying it!  Anyway, on we went to the 

Argentine National Park.  Only about 20 minutes.  Iguazu Falls was added to the NEW Seven Natural Wonders of the 

World.  And of course it is on the World Heritage list.  
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Unlike the less than 1 mile trail of yesterday, we had been warned that we would be walking more than 5 miles on the 

trails through & around the water fall system today. We had left early to get the first train to the upper most destination 

in the park – the Devil’s Throat.  It was about a 15 minute train ride, past the middle section and on to the top. 
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Then we had about a 20 minute stroll along the metal catwalks (marked with blue arrow on map).  (Note John’s 

socks!!!  We think he was trying to become an honorary Flamingo – one of the other teams assigned within our group). 

It was a gorgeous day – probably low 70’s & totally clear.   

 
We were looking for fish, birds & butterflies.  On the way to the first viewpoint, we saw lots of Neo Tropical Cormorants 

& I did see lots of butterflies, but couldn’t catch any of them for closeups.  We also saw lots of other birds, but I couldn’t 

catch them on film either.  I believe Michele got their names though. 

  

The plan was to meander along the cat walk & allow the main mass of people to get to the Devil’s Throat & hopefully be 

returning by the time we got there.  We could soon start to see the mist & hear the noise. 
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The view was incredible.  I can’t come up with sufficient words to describe it.  I haven’t had time to look up information 

on my own, but in general I was told that the falls were discovered in the late 1800’s & the park was designated in the 

early 1900’s, jointly with Brazil & Argentina.  Around 1910, the plans were laid out & all the trails, lookouts, cat walks, 

etc were built then.  Since then, only maintenance has been required.  It is an elaborate system & completely 

amazing.  How they accomplished the individual viewing stands is very impressive. 

  

The noise was astounding & we were soon soaked from the spray.  I took a couple of videos.  I’ll figure out how to put 

them in drop box or on youtube or something, it’s quite unbelieveable. 
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Looking across to Brazil. 

 
I tried to take a panoramic, but it was so bright & with the spray, it didn’t turn out to give any justice to it at all. 

  

We could have stayed there ALL DAY! 
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Just more pictures. 

 
Nicole came along to take a picture of us and we caught up with Marlyn & Michele. 



7

  

The last overlook gave us the drop into the crevasse.  Looked like it was the end of the world! 

 
Final gift was a beautiful rainbow & then it was time to head back.  Unfortunately (or fortunately however we should 

look at it), we had lots more things on the agenda and time was passing by! 
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On the way back, we saw several schools of huge catfish, 2 different turtles, & more or the cormorants. 

  

As we were boarding the train to return to the middle section trail, we had this gorgeous bird (I apologize, but I don’t 

remember the name & don’t have internet to look it up!!), another Coati (this time in a tree!) and best of all this 

beautiful butterfly that landed on our seatmates nose!! 

  

The middle loop of the falls was the longest with several viewpoints labeled.  None were quite so exciting, but all were 

still breathtaking. 



9

  

Just more pictures with different views. 

  

And more. 
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Several of the last viewpoints allowed us to see down to the so called “inferior” or lower falls trails.  The water was just 

so clear & powerful. 

  

By now you are getting the point.  I’ve never experienced anything like it.  I’m skipping a lot of the photos.  If anyone 

wants more, I’ll get them loaded onto Shutterfly & you can view to your hearts content.  I probably have 1000!!!!  One 

thing I’ve got to pass on.  There was a sign about the volumn of water passing over these falls.  The normal volumn of 

water is 1750 cubic meters per second.  In 2014 that volumn increased to 47,000!!!  It destroyed much of the upper level 

catwlks & they had to be replaced.  Marcos said the access was closed for several months, but they had everything 

completely repaired in less than 6 months.  Also, back in the 1970’s (don’t remember the date, there was a drought & 
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the falls were almost totally dry!!!  Amazing to think of that.  Apparently right now, the volumn is up to about 2050, so a 

little higher than normal. 

 
The loop dropped us back at the train station where there were 3 places to eat.  We had salads & empanadas & took the 

time to sit outside & relax.  There were Coati’s everywhere.  Our guide had warned us to eat inside because they would 

hope up on the tables & steal the food & could get mean if you tried to protect it.  We did & then came outside 

afterwards.  There were men shooing them off, but they came right back.  The girls wandered off to the toilet, and while 

we were gone, George saw an incident with the Coati hopping up on a table & stole a young girls sandwich.  Glad we had 

been warned!! 

 
After l lunch we started down the “inferior” or lower trail for our afternoon adventure.  Enroute, Michele spotted a 

Toucan!!!! 
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For the first time we were looking up at the falls.  Just as impressive!!! 

 
We visited a viewpoint that was almost in the falls.  Giving us a preview of our upcoming boat trip!! 
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We enjoyed one more fabulous view before we got to our boat adventure. 

 
So now we get to our boat adventure.  I won’t bother to include many pictures from this.  We bought a video & I’ll try to 

figure out how to make it available.  Bottom line is that we all boarded the boat.  This was one of the few “optional” 

tours of this trip.  Kinda advertised as a “Maid of the Mist” type of excursion to float us close to the falls to experience 

the power of the water & get wet.  That explains it kinda of like comparing the Disney ride, “it’s a small world” to “the 

Hulk”!!!!!  It was a high speed boat that literally took us under – YEP I DO MEAN UNDER!!!!! – the Falls.  Wow, oh Wow, 

OH WOW!!!  Only 1 of the 14 of us didn’t participate.  Shelley (she’s a Nurse Practitioner and maybe a bit more sane?) 

elected to go shopping!  
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After getting us all situated & introducing our Captain, we left the dock very sedately & we spent about 15 minutes just 

driving slow circles in the relatively smooth water letting us take some individual pictures. 

 
Then over the next 30 minutes, we took 2 high speed dives into one waterfall & then drove around the corner to dive 

into a bigger waterfall.  It was simply icredible.  Hopefully I can share the video! 
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We survived this exciting experience, although we were definitely looking like drowned rats!! & they whisked us on 

down the Iguazu River to disembark.  They pointed out the coastline of Brazil on the other side of the river.  We stayed 

on the Argentinian side.  By the way, if by any chance you get to go here & want to take this tour (we used The Jungle 

Company), make sure to book the one that lets you embark from the Inferior Trail & disembark for the Jungle truck tour 

– if you go the other direction, it is a LONG steep climb in wet clothes up to the restaurant area after the dunk in the 

waterfall.  

 
We took a short ride in the back of an open truck through the Jungle to a small native flea market.  I forgot to take any 

pictures of it, but I did buy a small carved Toucan.  Marcos assured me that all of these small carved trinkets were hand 

carved by the local folks.  I didn’t find any Made in China stamps, they were all totally different, and only cost $2, so 

what the heck!  
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Back at the hotel, I spotted 2 beautiful birds during our Happy Hour.  Marcos said that the first one is the female of the 

Argentinian National bird, a Rufuos Honero.  The one on the right Lesser Kiskadee (type of flycatcher).  They were both 

beautiful and we sure enjoyed watching them. 

  

We ended the day with a lovely special beef dinner.  I decided to celebrate with a bottle of champagne!  Michele was 

handing out special Argentine kisses!  It was a fabulous end to an awesome day! 

 

More tomorrow!! 

 

Lots of love, 

George & Pamela  
********************************************************************************* 
Check out our web site! Hurd's Round Dance Home Page  
Check out our dance demo videos www.DanceRounds.info 
Look at pictures, videos, & Photo books on Shutterfly  http://pamspicts.shutterfly.com  
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Pamela Hurd

From: Pamela Hurd <pam@gphurd.com>

Sent: Friday, December 23, 2016 7:10 PM

To: pam@gphurd.com; gphurd@aol.com

Subject: South American Wilderness Adventure, back to Buenos Aires #4

Hi Everyone, 

 

I’m sure you realized that the previous #4 was an accident!  I finished up #3 and started on #4 in the bus ride today from 

Calafate to Torres del Paine NP.  When we got to the hotel, I opened #3 to check it & send & for whatever reason, #4 

went too.  Sorry about that.  Please just delete it!  Since I’m behind already, let’s just get on with it!!! 

 

 
It was an easy flight on Lan Air this morning back to Buenos Aires.  I could just see the mist rising about the Falls as we 

took off, just over the wing.  Very cloudy day & it had rained through the night!  And we were lucky enough to have 2 

BEAUTIFUL days!!!  Cool!  Landing in Buenos Aires, I could see the rivers twisting & turning below us!  It was a lovely 

view below, but again, it’s a bit rainy.  Don’t have anything planned for today, so shouldn’t make any difference!  While 

we were waiting for our baggage, I got John to pose with his lovely socks!!! 
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After Nicole gave us our room keys & we got our suitcases to the rooms, we headed back downstairs for our Welcome 

Briefing & to meet all the people on the main trip.  There had been 14 on our Pre Trip & the main trip added 10 

more.  Everyone introduced themselves with just a brief statement about why we were here for the Patagonia trip.  I 

mentioned that it had been Michele’s idea to go to Patagonia & then I had been pleased with the pre & post extensions.  

    

Immediately following the orientation briefing, the had an Argentine Tango lesson.  We really weren’t expecting much 

since we couldn’t imagine had they could teach a group of 24 folks that were mostly non-dancers (except for the 6 of us 

and one other couple that said they social danced quite a lot.  It ended up being great fun.  The lady did most of the 

teaching & she was awesome.  She started everyone out just walking to the beat, then added some technique on 

pointing, stretching, going forward & back and then got folks together to do a basic.  Then ochos.  She realized pretty 

quickly that the 6 of us knew how to do it already & showed us a different way to do it.  Anyway, really enjoyed it! 

 
Then on to our Welcome Dinner.  The owner was there to greet us & show us in.  I forgot to take pictures of the 

food!!!  Got the appetizer tray after we were almost finished with it!  Padilla means “grill”, so it was basically lots of 

types of grilled meat: blood sausage, pork sausage, kidney, and then a steak for the actual dinner.  Everything was pretty 

good (didn’t care for the kidney – it was pretty tough, but the sausages were nice & spicy).   
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OAT very rarely just takes you to a restaurant.  There is usually something educational in their selections.  This was no 

exception!  The building dates from around 1730 and has an interesting history that has to do with a young woman that 

was promised by her father to marry an important older man in government.  Instead she fell in love with a young 

minstrel & ran away with him.  The Older man was not happy & had her tracked down & beaten.  She died, but not 

before delivering a baby that was born in this house.  The most interesting part is that there is a tunnel down below 

which is how she & the young boy originally ran away.   

     

The tunnel connected the house to Church of our Lady of Bethlehem.  Apparently quite a lot of homes had these tunnels 

during that time, for both safety & escape from marauders and to transport contraband!  This particular one has been 

restored & there are displays with lots of the remains that have been found.  It was pretty interesting. 

 

That was it for our first day back.  Tomorrow is busy day still in Buenos Aires, including a Tango Show!!!  As to real time, 

we’re actually in Puerto Natales & we’ll board our boat tomorrow (24 Dec).  We’ll be out of touch for 5 days!  So Merry 

Christmas everyone!!  We send love & hugs from Chile!!! 

 

Lots of love, 

 

 

 

 

George & Pamela  
********************************************************************************* 
Check out our web site! Hurd's Round Dance Home Page  
Check out our dance demo videos www.DanceRounds.info 
Look at pictures, videos, & Photo books on Shutterfly  http://pamspicts.shutterfly.com  
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Pamela Hurd

From: Pamela Hurd <pam@gphurd.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 5:07 PM

To: pam@gphurd.com; gphurd@aol.com

Subject: South American Wilderness Adventure, Buenos Aires #5

Hello Everyone,   

 

Hope that you all had a very Merry Christmas & are happy & healthy!   

   

After my daily shot of John’s styling socks, we left the hotel to meet Nicole & Adrian on the sidewalk to hear where our 

walk was going to head first!!!  By the way, that’s Barb with Nicole in the center picture.  She has an awesome blog 

wildchileandargentina.blogspot.com.  She’s keeping pretty much up to date with the trip!  Unlike me!!!  She video 

taped the Tango lesson the other day & is posting the video on her blog – if you want to see us dancing tango in Buenos 

Aires!! 

 
It was a quiet Sunday morning & the Argentinian’s are typically late night socializer’s & late morning riser’s, so the 

streets were fairly empty.  Adrian took us to our main destination of the Historical Square via a regular local bus.  Even 

with a group of 24 folks, they are so far doing a good job of corralling us! 
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This was a typical square – government buildings on 3 sides – palace, offices with greenery in the middle.  Very clean & 

not too crowded yet.  Adrian explained that there were generally lots of police stationed here because it was the 

location for most of the political demonstrations.  There is a permanent tent camp in the square for folks protesting the 

Falkland war.  He said most were non-violent, but there had several where folks get too passionate & there were injuries 

& even deaths.   

  

   

There was a formal changing of the guards, & he pointed out the permanent memorial with spokes radiating out to 

commemorate the Grandmothers who are looking for the lost children!!  More on that lower down.   
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Most of us took a few minutes to explore the Cathedral on the Square.  It was beautiful (active – there was a service 

going on while we were touring!).  There was a statute to commemorate the only Argentinian Saint designated by the 

Catholic Church!   

  

 
Even our Banos (toilet) stop was interesting as it was in a small shopping mall with statutes of a sweet little grandma 

selling chocolates & a statute of the famous Argentinia Futball (soccer) player, Diego Magadon.  Saw a Sunday flea 

market as we left, but we hadn’t had time to walk through it. 
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The next stop was quite sad.  OAT always includes historical information about the places you visit, whether they are fun 

or not!  In this case, a young man whose Mother was kidnapped & tortured by the government in the Military 

dictatorship between 1976 & 1983 spoke to us about that period.  He was only 14 days old when she was taken.  His 

father escaped capture, but remained in hiding until after the liberation.  He was raised by his grandparents.  She was 

one of approximately 24,000 people who disappeared during that time.  It was not until after 911 that the DNA testing 

techniques were shared with Argentina that many of these people have been identified.  Most were either dumped in 

the river (so called Death flights) or put in small unidentified community graves.  After the liberation, several local 

cemeteries spoke up to say they had bodies, but instead of trying to identify them at that time, the bodies were all 

jumbled together & kept in mass graves.  There is another organization that is trying to local children that were taken 

from their parents at that time & placed in homes of the military families.  It was a horrid time in Argentinian history.  I 

must admit I had never even heard of it.  This memorial that we visited is much like the Vietnam Memorial with names & 

ages of those that have been identified.  So far only about 5000 names are on the wall.  Until recently, the known 

perpetrators of the kidnappings & torture were under asylum.  Now they are being prosecuted.  The “disappeared” as 

they are called were mostly between the ages of 16 & 24.  Terribly sad situation. 
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They also drove us past the “barrios” or slums where 30,000 folks live within Buenos Aires.  They are not documented, 

but they maintain their own schools & shopping areas.  They illegally build homes within the area.  The government 

can’t figure out how to take care of the situation!  Of course they mainly want to take control so that they can tax them! 

 
Next stop was the La Boca area.  It was Buenos Aires first Merchant & Fishing port.  It’s known to be rather dangerous at 

night, but it is certainly colorful during the day!  3 of the most famous personages are depicted on the balcony – the 

same famous soccer guy from the shopping area (Diego Magadon), Eva Peron, &      .  Several shops had Argentine Tango 

dancers out front & there were lots of girls dressed as either quite exotic Tango dancers or prostitutes or maybe a little 

of both.  They were vying to have the guys take pictures with them!!!  The cooking smells were wonderful from all the 

places grilling meat on their barbeques!!! 
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Finished up the city tour on the bus as it drizzled.  Due to the rain, it had actually gotten almost chilly.  Had expected too 

hot!!  Actually a pleasant surprise to have the drop in temperature.  Had the option to be dropped off for either 

shopping in a local flea market section or at the Café Tortoni, but elected to just return to the hotel. 

 
Enjoyed a really yummy pizza for lunch.  Called a Margharite, but we’d asked for peppers.  Think we were 

misunderstood & it seemed to have pickles!!!!  But tasty anyway!   
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After a short break to relax, we met up again to do our home hosted dinner.  They had divided the group up into our 

regular teams (6 folks per household), so our Condor’s went to Rodriquez’s house.  We were surprised to be met at the 

door by such a young man, then we were joined by his “friend.”  I didn’t get a picture of her unfortunately.  They were 

both in college & she was studying to be a structural engineer!!!  Later in the evening when I mentioned something 

about his “girl friend,” he immediately said, “oh no, she is just a friend – not a GIRL friend!!!”  Thought that was 

adorable!  They walked us down to the local grocery to buy some butter.  He took us up & down each aisle & pointed 

out things like the Matte & canned Palm Hearts.  Then back to the apartment on the 6th floor.  Turns out it was actually 

his Mom & Dad’s house, (Rachel (Mom) had done all the cooking & preparation!  Although he did say that he had helped 

set the table! – Dad was working as a security guard somewhere.)  He took us through the small 2 bedroom home with 

the tiny entry way & dining area.  We didn’t see the kitchen.  He showed us lots of pictures of his extended family – 

grandparents, brother, & lots of pictures of his folks traveling places.  They had knick knacks covering every spare inch of 

space.  Said they had just started hosting dinner’s for OAT.  We were their 6th time.   

   

 Rachel had prepared crackers & dip (garlic cream cheese!) for appetizers, then meatballs & rice (we asked them what 

they called them & in confusion, Rodriquez said “meatballs?”)  And a yummy fruit salad with both chocolate & regular 

whipped cream for topping!  Rachel did not speak much English, but understood pretty well if we spoke slowly.  When 

they found out we were dancers, they asked if we knew ???.  We said we didn’t & Rodriquez & his Mom 

demonstrated!  It was a single swing type of dance & they were having quite a lot of fun showing us!  Wish we had had 

time to learn it!   
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The evening was a real pleasure.  We laughed & chatted until the bus driver ran the bell to pick us up!  Then Rodriquez 

escorted us all downstairs & gave us hugs & kisses.  He said we were their best group by far!!!  Thoroughly enjoyed 

it.  Spoke to the other groups about their visits and they were all at huge places with multiple rooms & hired 

help!  Totally different experience!  Glad we got Rodrico!! 

 
And the day STILL was not over!  We got back to the hotel about 8:30pm and at 9pm, we left for the Argentine Tango 

Show!!!!!  It was the Esquina Carlos Gardel which is considered the top show in Buenos Aires.  It was exceptional.  The 

theater was beautiful & the orchestra was phenomenal!!  And the Dancing!!  Oooh la la!!!  They were fast & 

amazing!  There was one sequence where the guy had her bent back over his arm & licked her neck from breast to 

chin!!!  George said he was going to choreograph that, but I squashed that idea!!!  Think it would be too hard to write 

the definition on the cuesheet!!!!  Ha!!  Anyway, it was just awesome & we were all thrilled with the quality of the entire 

show. 

 

Finally the day ended!!  We were back at the hotel about midnight for a short night before we flyer to Calafate 

tomorrow! 

 

More in the next episode!  Stay tuned! 

 

Lots of love, 
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George & Pamela 
********************************************************************************* 
Check out our web site! Hurd's Round Dance Home Page  
Check out our dance demo videos www.DanceRounds.info 
Look at pictures, videos, & Photo books on Shutterfly  http://pamspicts.shutterfly.com  
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Pamela Hurd

From: Pamela Hurd <pam@gphurd.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 5:00 PM

To: pam@gphurd.com; gphurd@aol.com

Subject: South American Wilderness Adventure, Buenos Aires to Calafate #6

od Morning again everyone!!  Best wishes to you all!  Things are going exceptional for us!  As usual, we are experiencing 

great weather & lots of new & different things!  Let’s get to it!! 

 
So our flight to Patagonia was supposed to have been at 11am and on Aerolineas Argentinas for the first time.  Our 

other flights to & from Iguazu was on Lan.  We had our breakfast & most of us notice that there were several photos of 

the airport & the Aerolineas Argentinas counters with no one there, but lots of folks milling around.  Of course we 

couldn’t understand the Spanish dialogue, but we assumed there was something going on.  When we met Nicole at 9am 

for our departure to the airport, she dropped the bombshell that ALL flights on Aerolineas Argentinas had been canceled 

for the moment.  The Union was on strike (turns out there are maybe 60 strikes a year!!!) and even the local busses 

were on hold!  She had been working since 5:30am to figure something out.  In the meantime, we all went to the 

briefing room downstairs & had our welcome to Patagonia briefing that was supposed to have been after we were 

checked into the hotel in Calafate about 3pm.  Then about 1pm, we headed to the airport.  Things were a real mess 

there.  She had us wait in the bus for as long as he could park in the loading zone, then we all went inside & we found a 

little restaurant that allowed us to sit for the price of a few beers & coffees.  Nicole disappeared & about 3 hours later, 

she returned & she had worked a miracle to get us all booked on a flight out about 5pm.  The original flight was to go 

down to Ushuaia & then over to Calafate, but she managed to get us on one that went directly to 

Calafate.  Amazing.  Still had a long wait in line at the gate, but we took off eventually & arrived in Calafate about 

9pm.  Not too darn bad!!   
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They dropped us off at our restaurant straight from the airport, Nicole went on to the hotel to check us in.  We had 2 

choices for dinner Lamb stew or salmon.  Guess which one I took???  Yep, the lamb stew was wonderful!  Hot, with 

vege’s too.  Note that it was almost 10pm when we were going into the restaurant & it was still light!  Days are getting 

longer & longer!! 

 
It was after 11pm by the time we got to our rooms!  Long day (& not talking about the amount of light!!!!  But the room 

was beautiful.   

 

I’ll keep this one short & document our first hike in Patagonia at Los Glaciares National Park in the next one! 
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Sleep well & hang on for more! 

 

Lots of love, 

 

George & Pamela  
********************************************************************************* 
Check out our web site! Hurd's Round Dance Home Page  
Check out our dance demo videos www.DanceRounds.info 
Look at pictures, videos, & Photo books on Shutterfly  http://pamspicts.shutterfly.com  
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Pamela Hurd

From: Pamela Hurd <pam@gphurd.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 6:47 PM

To: pam@gphurd.com; gphurd@aol.com

Subject: South American Wilderness Adventure - Los Glaciares NP, Calafate #7

Hello Again!   

 

Have no time to waste with small talk – I’m behind & there are beautiful things to share with you!!! 

 
We woke to a beautiful sunny day & actually had one of the most relaxing mornings so far.  Didn’t have to leave until 

9:30am!!!  We were ready for our first full day hike to see Perito Moreno Glacier!  It is a UNESCO World Heritage 

site.  The park was created in 1937 and it’s the 2nd largest NP in Argentina – 1700 square miles & 50 large glaciers.  One 

of the interesting facts about the glaciers in this park is that they form at a lower level (5000’) so they are easier to 

reach.  But before we head out, we get to enjoy a lovely buffet breakfast where all of the breads & pastries are home 

baked.  It was wonderful!! 

 
And of course we couldn’t start the day without checking out John’s socks!  Now we’re ready for anything Nicole can 

throw at us!!! 
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First stop was an overlook of Argentino Lake.  We started our bird checklist.  Here we found lots of Chilean Flamencos, 

not to mention Upland Geese, Swans, & lots of other water birds.   

  

 
This lake is the largest fresh water lake in Argentina.  It covers an area of 596 square miles and has an average depth of 

492 feet!   
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Our next bird siting was a Southern Crested Cara Cara right in the parking lot of our first WOW moment!!!!!  Pretty big 

bird in the falcon family.  

  

   

The Perito Moreno Glacier is HUGE!!!!  We are familiar with glaciers from our years in Alaska, but this thing 

is HUGE!!!!  Most of us were anxious to pose for our Kodak moment, but I had to take a picture of Michele & 

Marlyn on the sly!  Here’s a quote from Wikipedia!!  “The Perito Moreno Glacier (Spanish: Glaciar Perito 

Moreno) is a glacier located in the Los Glaciares National Park in southwest Santa Cruz Province, Argentina. It is 
one of the most important tourist attractions in the Argentinian Patagonia. The 250 km2 (97 sq mi) ice formation, and 
30 km (19 mi) in length, is one of 48 glaciers fed by the Southern Patagonian Ice Field located in the Andes system 
shared with Chile. This ice field is the world's third largest reserve of fresh water.  The Perito Moreno glacier, located 
78 kilometres (48 mi) from El Calafate, was named after the explorer Francisco Moreno” 
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Out hike along the viewing paths started at a Restaurant/Information center & I got a fairly decent photo of what was to 

be a pretty much constant companion for the trip – a Rufous Collared Sparrow.  He’s quite adorable & his recognizable 

“pip pip” call got to be really familiar.  Our local guide, Gordy gave us our choices for today’s hike & we started off 

clicking pictures of the first iceberg we could get close to! 
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The rest of the hike was spent snapping pictures of flowers, glaciers, birds, flowers, etc.  It was beautiful!  The little 

yellow fellow is a Grey Hooded Sierra Finch. 

  

By the way, the Glacier is about 249’ high for most of what we were looking at & more than 3 miles wide at the face we 

were looking at!!! 
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 The viewing walkways were wonderful.  Not sure that we have anything comparable in the US.  We were taking the 

longest of the suggested walks.  Nicole had given us “box lunches” (they were actually in a bag and consisted of an extra 

large sandwich (too big for 2, much less for one!), a box of crackers, a granola bar, a water, an orange juice, a cookie & a 

chocolate!) & we ate as we wandered along the paths.   
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There was a low growling & crackling audible most of the way we were walking.  Occasionally we heard a more serious 

crackling & we could actually see enormous sections of the ice fall.  I tried to get pictures, but without video, it doesn’t 

show up.  I haven’t checked, but I think Barb might have gotten some for her blog!  The only other significant event was 

that I dropped my favorite camera (again – I dropped it in London too) and this time it bit the dust.  Luckily I purchased a 

new camera & I brought it with me!  Didn’t like it as much, but it still works!!!  We finished the hike at the Glacier & 

ended up practically running for the bus as we had dilly dallied a bit too much & then got turned around at the point to 

get back on the return path!  Made it back okay & the drive back to the hotel was easy!  Even managed a short nap! 

  

After we got back to the hotel, we had a couple of hours of free time.  George & John elected to head for a walk into 

town to buy wine & Michele, Marlyn, Connie & I went to the Laguna Nimez & Bahia Redonda Bird Sanctuary.    It was 
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about 6 blocks from the hotel on Argentinos lake & was highly recommended by our guide.  I was piddling with my new 

camera & didn’t get very good pictures, but the experience was wonderful!  Added about 15 birds to our list & most 

ended up being ones that we could then readily identify for the rest of the trip.  Like the Cara Caras & the Black Faced 

Ibis.  

  

 
After about 2 hours wandering around the bird sanctuary, we made it back to the hotel to pick up John & George to 

head to dinner.  Michele found a friendly puppy to rub & we noticed lots of beautiful flowers.  The Christmas 

decorations are around, but definitely different!  We had a lovely dinner at a local Micro brewery & even brought 

attention to ourselves when we were trying to demonstrate an Argentine Tango figure we had learned.  The waitress 

noticed us & started playing Argentine Tango music!  It was really funny! 

 

So that ended another beautiful day in the land of Patagonia!!  Tomorrow we move on!!!   

 

Lots of love, 

 

George & Pamela  
********************************************************************************* 
Check out our web site! Hurd's Round Dance Home Page  
Check out our dance demo videos www.DanceRounds.info 
Look at pictures, videos, & Photo books on Shutterfly  http://pamspicts.shutterfly.com  
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Pamela Hurd

From: Pamela Hurd <pam@gphurd.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 4, 2017 12:09 PM

To: pam@gphurd.com; gphurd@aol.com

Subject: South American Wilderness Adventure - Argentina to Torres del Paine NP, Chile #8

Good Morning Everyone,  Hope you all continue to be happy & healthy & looking forward to a super new year!  We’re 

continuing through our magical adventure, so let’s get to it. 

  

After breakfast at the hotel, we loaded onto the bus for a long (approximately 8 hour) ride in a bus to transfer from 

Calafate, Argentina to Torres del Paine NP, Chile.  The scenery (while we could stay awake!!), was surprising.  Flat, 

deserty, barren miles of absolutely nothing!  Gordy, our local guide for this part of Patagonia kept up a steady stream of 

narration.  One of the interesting facts he pointed out was that all along this empty stretch of highway, there were 

places where you could stop & hook up to both natural gas through the pipes & internet through the buried fiber optic 

cables.  He said their homes were heated by Natural gas & his bill was usually only $3 or $4 collected every 3 months.  So 

a little more than an American dollar per month!!!!  Amazing.  We would occasionally see flocks of birds (mostly Black 

Faced Ibis) circling overhead or a few Guanacos grazing along the shoulders. 
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After about 2 hours of driving, we stopped for a coffee/banos break in the tiny settlement of La Esperanza.  Our guide 

said he would happily take us on a city tour or we could do the self-guided one by standing in the parking lot & doing a 

360 degree spot turn!!  The lady running the café/corner store was happy to take our American dollars for a soda or a 

pastry.  Reminded me of some of the Alaskan bush villages. 

 
But, true to form, while we were enjoying the highlights of the city tour, Michele was busily making friends. 
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We continued on our way with more of the desolate (tour book says “diverse”) flat plains to our turn off for the Chilean 

border crossing.  At that bifurcation, we stopped at a local’s outdoor church of sorts where we made a beer offering to a 

South American Saint of Good Travels.  Our guide told a long involved story of a guide that stopped & instead of leaving 

a beer, he actually took one & had a disastrous trip with one calamity after the other.  Let’s hope our offer will be 

accepted & appease the Travel Spirits! 

 
As we approached the Chilean border, things got a little greener & we could see mountains in the distance.  There were 

a few ranches along the way also. 
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We made it through the Argentine Customs area in record time and then there was a “no mans” land of about 5 km, 

where Nicole presented Gory with his Argentine flag, she showed us her Chilean National flag & then showed us the 

Patagonian flag.  She continually lets us know that she is from “the most beautiful country in the world!”   

  

Just after crossing into Chile (they presented the staff with a case each of beer & wine & we breezed through the 

paperwork details!!!), we had a nice lunch of a traditional “chicken soup.”  It was funny – large piece of chicken with a 

huge whole potato, huge piece of carrot & hunk of corn on the cob.  We had had it once before when we had lunch in 

Santiago, Chile.  The broth was quite tasty. 
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After we got back on the road, we started seeing large groups (herds? clusters?) of Lessor Rheas (were there Greater 

Rheas?) and Guanacos.  The first picture was especially to get a “daddy” (not sure how Cota knew it was a “daddy,” but 

didn’t question her!  Lessor Rhea with about 10 babies, but my non-zoom camera couldn’t get the little ones.  They were 

crossing the road in front of our bus & all had to go through the fence!  Scenery was getting more interesting too. 

 
Nicole & Cota spotted a Gaucho on the side of the road & stopped the bus to run over & see if we could come over & 

chat with him. 
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Turns out that he works at a ranch (estastion) where they give horseback rides.  The little boy is his grandson.   Weren’t 

the boots adorable?  The last picture is from Barb.  She just got that cute little face in perfection!!! 

 
He offered to let anyone up on the horse & Michelle was ready & willing.  The Gaucho was pleased that she enjoyed 

it.  Nicole brought him a pound of Matte for his time & then Michelle gave him a hug.  I think he was pleased with his 

trade. 
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