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Subj:  Panama Party #1 -Partial Panama Cruise -Mon, 19 Dec -Thurs, 29 Dec, 2011  
Date:  12/29/2011  
 
Hello Everyone! We’re having another wonderful vacation in the Caribbean! This time our only travel 
companions are Dan & Sandi Schneider and we’re having a fabulous, fabulous time!! First time to 
cruise with them, hope it’s not our last!!!  

First of all, we finished our Fall Mesa Season with our annual Holiday Dance! It was a smash bang 
success!! We even had a special guest -Dick’s daughter Linda came to visit with us and other than 
not being a dancer, she just fit right in! She’s helpful, witty, & wonderfully friendly! It was a great night, 
huge crowd and way way too much food!!  
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Our new German cows with Lederhosen fit right in!!  

 
Got to thank Dick publicly as usual. What ever would we do without him???? Hope we don’t have to 
find out!!  

Then we had 2 nice easy days to pack and flew to Ft Lauderdale on Sunday. Met Dan & Sandi at 
the Crown Plaza Hotel and stayed up way to late anticipating our fun beginning!!  

The next morning we took a taxi to Port Everglades and found a long que waiting for us! Thought that 
was a bit unusual and sure enough found that the ship had stopped on the way in on Sunday and 
picked up 20 Cuban refugees. They ranged from age 3 to 80 and were all in a bad way medically 
since they had not had food or water for 4 days. The cruise folks fed them, washed their clothes, 
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gave them medical attention and then turned them over to the Coast Guard on Monday morning!! 
Unfortunately for the refugees, since they were "feet wet," they were to be immediately returned to 
Cuba. Hope they will be okay! Anyway, what that meant for us was that things, were a little behind. 
Not to worry, Princess was soon right back on track and it only took us a bit more than an hour and 
we were on board and in our rooms.  

 
We had adjoining mini suites with balcony’s. Beautiful view of the Ft Lauderdale port!  
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Had on Life boat drill early on -about 3:15pm and then we were drinking our welcome aboard 
champagne and ready for the fun to begin!!!! What a life!!  
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George sent out a few last emails while the rest of us unpacked!  
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Really nice rooms!!  

 
We watch a Royal Caribbean ship leave before us as we enjoyed a beautiful sunset.  
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AOL has already cut off the pictures, so done for now! Will continue with our first 2 days at sea and 

first port of Aruba!!! 

Wish you were here!!! 

Lots of love, 
 

George & Pamela  
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Subj:  Panama Party #2 -Partial Panama Cruise, Dec 2011  
Date:  12/29/2011  
 
Happy Holidays everyone!!! 
And we’ll continue right where I left off!!! We were out on our balcony enjoying our sunset departure. 
Even that was a  
little late, supposed to leave at 4pm and it was more like 5pm. 
 

 
The beautiful sunset even made the smokestacks of the factories around the port look good with the 
plane taking off in the background!!  

 
Goodbye Miami!!  
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We changed for dinner (early seating at 5:45pm) and then explored the ship enroute. It’s beautifully 
decorated for Christmas!!  
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After dinner we went dancing and Sandi was selected by the band’s lead singer for some special 
attention! Then we danced the first evening away -checking out the venues we would have to choose 
from!!  
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It was a great first day introduction!! We are very happy with all the bands and the dance floors are 
bigger than we had expected! Yippee!! Our second day, I joined the morning Zumba class while 
George caught up on his sleep (Dan & Sandi elected to treadmill it!! Only day’s excitement was a 
wine tasting. It was a nice selection of champagnes, chardonnay’s. cabernet’s. One was a 2001 that 
the ship sells for $135 a bottle!! Nope we did not buy any!!! Had very fancy hordoerves -duck pate’, 
lobster, shrimp, and luckily for me an assortment of yummy cheeses!! Strangely enough, we ended 
up at a table with a couple from Scottsdale, AZ!! Thought that was a funny coincidence!!  

 
The evening was formal! Only 2 of them this cruise. Felt nice to get all dolled up!!  
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Also enjoyed the Captain’s party in the Atrium with their famous champagne glass fountain. You 
could wait in line for a chance to stand with the Co-Captain and pour champagne on the top of the 
fountain while they took your picture. Hummm???? Nope, didn’t do that either!  
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The Captain introduced his head staff and toasted us for the Holidays. He’s Italian and speaks very 

good English!  
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We went to our first major production show -the theatre is gorgeous and the singing/dancing troupe 
was marvelous!! And of course being a selection of types of dancing, we enjoyed it very much!!!  
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We went out dancing again ourselves and we’re still loving the dance venues. Even found that the 
Bayou Cafe (a speciality Steak House) has little dance floor that we can enjoy. A great Jazz band (4 
elderly black Jazz musicians -look like they have been playing/singing together for 50 years!!) played 
some lovely music that sounds like it is straight from New Orleans!!  

And so our second day ended!! Very relaxing and tooo very happy!!  

Lots of love,  

 

 

George & Pamela 
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Subj:  Panama Party #3 -Partial Panama Cruise, Dec 2011  

Date:  12/29/2011  

Good Morning Everyone!  

We had another relaxing day at sea. It was actually fairly rough at sea. Didn’t bother any of us, but 
bounced us around a bit. Tried to get some pictures, but by the time I went out on the balcony it had 
smoothed down a bit. They did have "bags" up all around the ship and the dining room was a little 
emptier due to some folks feeling a little ill. Not stormy or anything, just rough seas.  

 
No special events -Dan & Sandi went to a Panama Canal lecture. I did Zumba again and George 
finished up our Cha’s cuesheet. We had had 2 excellent evening meals and wondered how they would 
keep up!! First night was melt in the mouth Prime rib and the second night was supposed choice of filet 
mignon, lobster & tiger shrimp, or halibut. However, we ordered all 3 and shared them. Oink, oink!! 
Really wonderful. The 3rd meal was just as good! We all ordered what they called "rack of veal." It was 
basically a veal chop? Wonderful!  
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I had creme brulee’ for dessert (well must admit that scoop of pistachio icecream is mine too!! Total 
heaven!!  

 
Our waiter, Billmar, is great fun!  
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We were a happy happy table!!  

 
We had a silly comedian, Billy Vader, for entertainment. He kept us in stitches. This picture is actually 
of the Cruise Director, the one of the comedian didn’t come out all that well.  
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We danced some more and called it a night fairly early since we had a 7:30am show for our Aruba 
snorkeling excursion. We got up at 6am & had breakfast delivered to the room (english muffin with egg, 
cheese, & canadian bacon) and headed to the Aft lounge to meet for the excursion! It’s too early in the 
morning!!!!!  

 
We were soon led off board and took a short walk to a docked snorkel boat. Boarded & took straight 
off! Immediately got our gear and started suiting up for the snorkel!  
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The day was beautiful, but the boat was stuffed full of folks and the water was a little rough.  
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I was the first off the front of the boat down the ladder and Dan & Sandi followed me shortly after. 
George jumped off the front and swam around to meet us!  

 
We were to snorkel over a WWII German vessel (Antilles) which was purposely scuttled by the Captain 
to keep it from their enemies. We’ve snorkeled here before with Liz & Jeff (4 years ago), but didn’t 
really recognize it. The water was fairly murky, but the main problem was all the people!!!! We’ve never 
been in such a crowd of snorkelers! We were like bumper cars! Made Sandi uncomfortable (plus their 
snorkels were very short, so with the rough water, it was a tough snorkel!!), so she cut it short. The rest 
of us muscled through it. Didn’t get any really good pictures, but sure loved being able to take the 
underwater photos!!!  
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Apparently a pelican came to visit the boat while we were out! Also, note the name of the snorkel boat!! 
Rumba!! How appropriate is that!!  
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I took a picture right at water level of a pirate snorkeling ship anchored near us.  

 
The famous lighthouse in the distance with some of the other ship’s snorkelers. There were 4 boats 
over the wreck while we were there. Must have been 200 snorkelers. Crazy!! Still had a good time. This 
was our only snorkel for this cruise. We still brought our own equipment. Made it much more pleasant!!  
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The sail back was beautiful! Danced a little to the Caribbean music and George played bartender when 
the crew were working on the sails!!  
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The Island Princess looked sooooo pretty against the dock. And then we walked around "downtown" a 
little and it looked huge at the end of the street!!  
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Back on board we had a quick slice of pizza and watched the island disappear in the distance. Birds 

chased the ship out! 

Oops, AOL won’t let me get the last few pictures in! Oh well! I’ll get them loaded onto Shutterfly as 

soon as we get back!! 

Hope you guys are having a wonderful Christmas Holiday!! We certainly are!!!! 

Lots of love, 

 

 

George & Pamela  
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Subj:  Panama Party #4 -Partial Panama Cruise, Dec 2011  

Date:  12/29/2011  
 
Hello Everyone! It’s almost Christmas -even in the Caribbean! Although it’s hard to tell by the weather!! 
It’s in the high 80’s with plentiful sunshine!!! The average annual temperature here is 82!! We arrived in 
Cartagena, Columbia around 9am, and we off the boat shortly thereafter. Dan & Sandi had chosen a 
different tour, so we headed on separate adventures. I had chosen a combination canoe trip in the 
mangroves and old town walking tour. We loaded on the bus first to head to the mangrove area on the 
eastern side of Cartagena. Even enjoyed some entertaining scenery from the bus on the dock!!!  

 
I think they were mostly there for photography (they charged for their pictures), but they were 
interesting anyway. By the way, the fruit was real because we saw a guide grab a tangerine off of one 
of the girls heads and eat it!! Anyway, the drive sounded rather sedate and for the first half hour we 
were mostly stuck in traffic. Crazy crazy traffic. Similar to what we’ve seen in Egypt and just last fall in 
Russia!!  
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Notice the guy on the sidewalk???  

 
Our guide told us that gas was about $4 a gallon and the average monthly salary was $300 US. 
Hummmm??? Doesn’t 
work well, huh? Consequently there were lots and lots and lots of motorcycles and they did not play by 
the standard rules of the road! Some of the homes were really colorful. All were covered with 
decorative security bars. 
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After getting away from the major traffic, the city drive was quite interesting. The city has a population 
of just under 1 million (as of 2010).  

 
Also passed the Castillo deSan Felipe de Barajas (Cartagena was ruled by the Spanish for many years 
and the forts were built to protect their gold shipments from the pirates). I got some pictures of it from 
across the harbor that I’ll share later.  
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Christmas decorations were everywhere (you can just see the Nativity scene in the distance).  
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Several homes had these Santas climbing up their walls.  

 
Also passed Las Muralles -considered by many the most impressive city walls in the world. They were 
constructed at the end of the 16th Century after attack by the "pirate" Sir Francis Drake! That’s what I 
guide said! I had never realized that he was considered a pirate!!  
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Anyway, we made it through town without incident and followed the coastline quite a ways out of town.  
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We came into another city -seemed to be much higher income here -at least at first.  

 
Then we turned off the main drag and here’s where the fun began!!!!  
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AOL has decided this is enough pictures for this email, so I’ll continue with another one! Don’t worry, 
we only made 5 stops on this 10 day cruise -so I’ll try not to write too big of a book this time!!  

Love ya,  
 

George & Pamela  
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Subj:  Panama Party #5 -Partial Panama Cruise, Dec 2011  

Date:  12/29/2011  
 
Hi Guys,   
 

Ready to continue with our day in Cartagena? 

So we turned off that road and into a really dilapidated neighborhood. 

 

 
That led onto a beach -quite pretty with quite a few young folks playing.  
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Now keep in mind that we were in a bus! Fairly large regular kind of bus -not 4 wheel drive or anything 
like that!! So we drove on down the beach for several miles!! Well.....drove is a term that is loosely 
used to describe motion in a generally forward direction!!!!!!  
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We passed lots & lots of "restaurants" & "beach resort facilities." According to our guide, this was an 
area that was mobbed with locals during the weekend. It is a fishing community. Really????  
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After several miles, we actually made a Y turn and backed into this tiny alley to park the bus! That bus 
that you see in front was one of the 2 that was on the excursion with us.  
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We all piled out of the bus and followed the guide to where we were to board the "canoes."  
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When we reached the "boat dock" there were young dancers performing for us (more pictures when we 
returned from our float trip!!). Our guide had mentioned that this particular area of Columbia is known 
for their erotic dancing. She said the families here were quite large, 10 or more kids per family. I quote 
"this is because they do not have TV."  
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Now at this point I have to mention that this was a tour that we booked through Princess. They did 
mention that the canoes would be rustic!!! Wow! Now that’s a world that I now have a new definition 
for!!!!  
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Once again AOL has limited my pictures. I promise I won’t be so long winded on the other stops, but 

this was soooooooo  

very interesting, so I’ll continue with another email. 

More soon!! 

Lots of love, 

 

George & Pamela  
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Subj:  Panama Party #6 -Partial Panama Cruise, Dec 2011  
Date:  12/30/2011  
 
Good Afternoon!! So sorry to delay finishing Cartagena! I had it all finished last night, but before I sent 
it, AOL signed off and I lost the entire package. Very frustrating!! But not to worry! I want you all to see 
it!!!  

So. We loaded into the "rustic" canoes, 4 tourist and the native to propel our canoe by poling. In our 
canoe, George was in front, then me, the a woman and finally her husband (they were from England). 
Our "poler" for lack of another term was a bit older -have not a clue as to how old that would be, but 
definitely older than the other ones there....but that didn’t mean he was slow!! No sirree!! We booked 
right along and he kept us right in the center of all the mangrove tunnels! George & I tried to steer our 
own canoe through the mangroves in the Everglades (remember that Liz & Jeff???) and we were all 
over the place, running into roots, having to duck limbs, etc, but not with this guy! He was awesome! 
Okay, so on with it. First off, we headed across a huge expanse of shallow water open to the ocean.  
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There were young boys in the water that waded up to us asking for a "dolluh." They were cute, but we 
didn’t give them any money and they didn’t pester us.  
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I saw a crab in the water, but didn’t get a picture. I also spotted this Kingfisher.  

 
Then we ducked into the mangroves.  
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We thought we might see caymons, snakes, spiders, birds, or something!!! But all we saw were this 
huge termite mounds on the branches and some tiny little fish in the water. And some vultures! That 
surprised me -I had not thought about buzzards being on beaches or near the ocean, but we saw them 
at every port this time.  
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We floated in and out of the mangroves and eventually gathered together for a fishing demonstration. 
Now would be the time to mention that in between the poling -our boatman had to bail!! The canoe 
constantly filled with water and we would hear him bailing!!! I never got a picture of it, but I did get a 
shot of one of the guys bailing our neighbors canoe while we were gathered together. There was a 
board for us to rest our feet on, so they never got wet, but we’d see the water getting deeper in the 
bottom of the canoe!!!! Anyway, the fishing demo was wonderful and there were several little boys 
there to demo the catches.  
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And before AOL cuts me off, I want to make sure and get some shots of the guys poling the canoes. 
Check out the lean they use. Several of them were bare footed too.  
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The canoe float was about 45 minutes, then when we got back to shore, they gave us coconuts to drink 
and some more dancing!  
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We walked back to the bus through the really rough looking "homes."  

 
And drove back down the beach. We stayed in the same seats, so we had the other view! It was even 
rougher!! Still amazing to me that we drove through this in our bus!!!!!  
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Back in town, we stopped for shopping at Las Bovedas (the political Dungeons that have been 
transformed into an upscale shopping area).  
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And that’s all AOL will let me load!! I have to put just a few more pictures on from here. This was just 
such a wonderful place!!  

Lots of love,  
 

 

George & Pamela  
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Subj:  Panama Party #7 -Partial Panama Cruise, Dec 2011  

Date:  12/30/2011  
 
Hi Guys -Okay I promise, I’ll finishing Cartagena!!! Only a couple more pictures. We went on for a 
short walk through the Colonial Old Town which is on UNESCO’s World Heritage List.  
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Only a very short stop to see the Cathedral. The view across the harbor was spectacular.  
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Here’s some other views of the Castillo de San Felipe de Barajas from across the Harbor.  
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Back on the ship, we went up on deck to say goodbye to Cartagena!!  
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Interesting place to fish!! Last view of Cartagena!!  
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And the guys played a little ping pong!!  

 
Sorry to be so long winded on this one! I’ll try to do better. Except that the next stop is Panama! And 

of course that’s 

interesting!!! 

Anyway, hope you enjoyed it!!!! 

Lots of love, 

George & Pamela  
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Subj:  Partial Party #8 -Partial Panama Cruise, Dec 2011  
Date:  12/30/2011  
 
Good Morning Everyone!! Thought I’d at least get you started in Panama! It was a wonderful day! 
Since George & I had gone through it before from San Diego to Ft Lauderdale 4 years ago 
(remember Liz & Jeff!!!), we slept in a bit. They had been rather hazy about exact times, so I got up at 
7am and got straight in the shower. By the time I looked out at 7:30am, we were almost out of the 
Gaton Lock!!!!! Missed the entire transition to the lake! Dan was out on their balcony, so chatted with 
him while we finished the transition. They called for our group tour about 8:45am and we took off to 
the theater.  
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Our ship anchored just outside the Gaton Lock in the lake and we tendered the very short stretch to 

shore.  
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We loaded straight onto a bus and headed towards Panama City on the Pacific side of the isthmus 
(Panama is an isthmus -narrow body of land between 2 larger bodies, our guide said oceans, but I 
think the real definition is talking about between North and South America). Panama has always been 
a very important piece of land due to the ease of transport between the Pacific and the Atlantic. It has 
been fought over for years!!! Anyway our guide gave us lots of info which I promptly forgot. History 
has never been my best subject!!  

 
The best thing about our guide was the show & tell. She had all kinds of things for us to look at!! 
Maps, and lists of birds, animals, reptiles, clothes, you name it and she had something for us to hold 
and look at! It made the hour drive very short! Then we made a quick stop for potty break and 
shopping. Also changed over to little 25 pax busses to tour the old city. Streets are too small for the 
big busses. She said UNESCO has given them 4 years to renovate the old city to be placed on the 
UNESCO list. Also, the city busses are covered in graffiti. She says they even have contests each 
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month for the best decorated bus!! I guess it gives a focus to the youngsters!!  

 
Many of the buildings in the old city are just facades -basically husks of buildings. She was really 
pushing for folks to come here and buy buildings to renovate them! She said loans were very easy to 
get!! And lots of instructions on how to renovate! Interesting in buying into Panama???  
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Some of the renovations look great! Some still need a lot of work!!!  
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We stopped for a walk in the center of town. They also have a Las Bovedas (dungeon) area that 
hasn’t been renovated yet!  
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This Memorial (to the French, but considered International) is at the base of a walled walk that is in 
the center of Panama City. The view from a top the wall is awesome. Tide was out, so not as pretty 
as when it’s flooded.  
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Check out the local natives under the table and against the walls. I cheated and took a picture without 
paying them, but look at the rings around their ankles, calves and wrists. They believe that the 
extremities are better thin, so they wear these rings around them to prevent them from filling out! 
Scary!!!  
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More photos from atop the wall -this time looking towards the Modern Panama City. This skyline is 
only 6 years old!! It literally did not exist until 6 years ago when the richest of the rich from around the 
world (like Donald Trump) came to Panama and started building skyscrapers. Most of these are 
condos. Supposedly you can buy this 2500 square foot apartments for about $250,000. Again, our 
guide was really pushing! Want to live in Panama???  
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Keep in mind that this is the beginning of the dry season and it’s 100 percent humidity and about 88 
degrees! We were soaked to the skin, just slowly walking over the wall!!! Lots of booths with folks 
selling stuff. It was really interesting!  

 
We bought some of these hand painted feathers.  
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I’ll continue this later!!! In the meantime -consider buying a home in Panama City! Ha! Reckon we 
could teach Rounds there??  

Lots of love,  
 

George & Pamela  
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Subj:  Panama Party #9 -Partial Panama Cruise, Dec 2011  
Date:  1/2/2012  
 
Hello Friends & Family!!!  

So here we are still in Panama City, the old town. We loaded back onto our little bus and they served 
us our "light snack," A roll with one thin slice of some indiscernible meat and either mustard or catsup. 
Hummm! Oh yes, also a small bottle of water! Pretty poor fare for folks used to eating on the Island 
Princess!!!! Anyway, it kept us from feeling light headed and we ate while we took a short drive 
through the Modern Panama City. Craning our necks to look up at the beautiful new skyscrapers. It is 
a gorgeous skyline and only 6 years old!  
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There was a central park area all decorated with a mix of Christmas and Nativity animals???  
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We could see the bridge of the Americas in the distance. Had hoped we would drive over it, but nope! 
Headed instead to a yacht marina to change back to our big bus.  
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Back on the big bus, we headed to the Miraflores Visitor’s Center of the Pacific locks. Very very 
interesting!!!! But enroute we saw this tree full of cormarants! Cool!  
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And past the Canal Headquarters which is built to scale of the locks. With the number of steps 
matching the elevation gain of the locks from Pacific to Caribbean. Supposed to get to stop and walk 
around, but one couple had been late back to the bus and put us off schedule!! Grrrrrrr!!  
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Drove all through the Canal Zone and heard about the Panamanian student uprising that initiated the 
treaty that signed the Canal back to the Panamanians. Saw the housing areas, etc.  

 
Then to the Visitor’s Center. First we watched a movie about the construction. I didn’t remember that 
the French had originally started the construction in the 1800’s and lost millions of dollars and more 
than 20,000 lives. That’s really sad!! The movie was very well done. From there we went outside. The 
close up views of the ships going through the locks from the observation deck was great. Loved 
watching the little mechanical mules (I call them "little", but they are multimillion dollar contraptions!!!)!  
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This is looking out to the Pacific ocean portion of the locks.  

 
The Visitor’s Center was decorated quite nicely. How’s this for a Christmas tree???  
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We stood outside waiting for our bus to come back & pick us up for the return to the ship. While we 
were gone, it had went back through Gaton Lock and we met up with it in Colon.  
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The scenery on the drive back was sooooo green. Very much like a rain forest. Kept an eye out for 
monkeys, but never saw any. Phooey!!  



 106 

 
After getting off the bus at the shopping area outside the dock, we saw a few of the children from our 
excursion playing with a tiny little monkey (squirrel monkey???). It was wearing a diaper. Really odd 
situation, the little boy and his sister were playing with it and suddenly the boy started looking around 
and asking, "who’s monkey is this???" We looked around the crowd and finally saw a young teenage 
girl hiding behind a post. She said it was her monkey. Not sure why she was leaving it with the young 
children, but the boy was starting to get worried that he had become the new owner!!! Anyway, the 
only monkey we got to see in Panama!!  

 
Back on board ship, we saw an exhibition of the Gingerbread houses that they had made on board in 
a free craft class. Wow!! Some were really really fancy!!!  
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That evening for supper, our head waiter had made a special appetizer for everyone. It was 
scrumptious! And they brought me a birthday cake. I especially liked the way they had written Happy 
Birthday on the plate!!!  
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The Thai waitress for the next table came & played Happy Birthday to me on her flute!!!  

 
We all sang Christmas carols in the Centrum after supper.  
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Then they had a special Christmas show in the theatre. Notice the lifelike fireplace on the computer 
screen next to Santa!!  
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Wish we had thought to bring things to decorate our door like a neighbor did!!  
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Princess gave us a little stocking with 2 candy canes with our normal chocolate (and a notice to 
change our clocks!!!). Sure a step down from the Celebrity cruise through Panama that gave us a 
really nice garment bag!!!!  
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It was a wonderful Christmas Eve! Hope it was wonderful for you all also!! 

Lots of love,  
 

George & Pamela 
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Subj:  Panama Party #10 -Partial Panama Cruise, Dec 2011  

Date:  1/4/2012  
Hi Guys,   
 
Christmas Day found us docking in Limon, Costa Rica at 6am!!!! Yipes! Another early morning! We 
were walking off the ship to our bus at 7:45am. What kind of vacation is this???? We had made it a 
fairly early evening to get some sleep!!! But the day was mostly sunny and in the mid 70’s. Limon is 
on the Caribbean side of the country. It seemed to be a poorer side of Costa Rica. Our guide said that 
there were some areas in the country that were quite exclusive "American" and that most of the locals 
could not afford to visit them, everything there was too expensive for them. The bus was very new 
and fancy. We left the dock and started driving south along the coast. We passed a small city park 
and some shopping areas, but since it was early morning on Christmas Day, it was quiet and there 
were not many folk around.  
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The coast was on our left and we had sat on the right side, so I didn’t have a view of the water. Our 
side mostly passed lots & lots of green vegetation and brown water.  
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Made one short stop to get a "fruit" from a local tree that the guide wanted us to recognize. It's used 
as a dye -she even smeared some of the seeds inside on her cheek to let us see it. Can't think of the 
name of it now.  

 


