
Subj: Mysteries of the Mayan Riviera Revealed!! -1 -Arrival  
Date: 12/20/2012  
 

Hello Everyone! George & I are once again on an adventure! This one is short & sweet. We chose a 
"nobrainer" All Inclusive Adults Only 5 Star resort on the Mayan Riviera. We're a few miles south of Cancun. 
Hadn't realized until we were chatting with an interesting couple at the airport waiting to go through Custom's 
that we had chosen a locale near Chichen-Itza -the focus location for the "end of the world" or Beginning of a 
new Era according to the Mayan calendar! Apparently there is a 4 day celebration scheduled and 30,000 
folks expected to attend! Cool, huh? We'll be basking in comfort and style and just plan to take pictures!!  

Anyway, it was an easy flight straight from Phoenix to Cancun. Our package included pickup at the airport 
by Olympus Tours.  

 
We were only at the airport about 45 minutes including landing, customs, baggage, & loading onto our 
transportation!  



 



 
Thrilled with the looks of the resort as we drove through the security gate onto the massive grounds. We had 
stopped at one other resort enroute and this one was much more impressive!! Even the driver commented 
on how marvelous it looked. The other family that was traveling on to another resort was asking how we 
found it! Hope theirs is as nice!  

 



 



 
They met us at the door with champagne (cruises use to do that, but not anymore!!!). Checked into our room 
(all suite resort, but we are on an Anniversary package with a few extra amenities like the bed decor with 
roses! (Have to take a picture of our door, because it has an anniversary banner on it!!) And had a chilled 
champagne bottle waiting for us!! Even the mini bar is included in the price! Is that cool or what! We had paid 
a little extra for an ocean view! Absolutely love it!!  



 



 
I got up about 9:15 and sat on the balcony reading my Sony ebook. George slept a bit longer! We ordered 
breakfast in (forget to take a picture until after we ate!!! -eggs (over easy for me -over hard for George), 
bacon, wheat bread, fresh squeezed OJ) and enjoyed watching the intro to scuba class. First thing we did 
when we left the room was go and sign up for the class!!! For Thursday!!!  

 



 

 



 



 
Wandered around the resort a while to get the "lay of the land!"  

 
Our room is 3rd floor up and 3rd from the left.  



 
Figured there had to be a few of these guys around and finally found one! About a foot long!! We didn't 
bother him at all! He was king of the walk!!  

 
We took out a kayak (that's included too!!!) for about an hour. Lovely!  



 
Then took a long walk north on the beach towards Cancun. You can just see the big hook of sand bar that 
makes the Cancun Hotel district. Looks closer than it is. Several miles away. We walked over a mile and it 
was still a long way in the distance!!!  

 
Back to the Excellence, we relaxed in a beachside lounge to watch the sunset!!  



 



 
The greenery around the Excellence is gorgeous too!!  

 
The view from the balcony is really pretty at night too!!!!  



 
We spent Wednesday afternoon in the pool nearest us, testing out our new snorkeling masks! They are 
really good! The water in the pool was fabulous. Almost like a hot tub! Heavenly!  

Enough for now! This is a lovely vacation!!! Wish you were here!!! Need 
to do my Christmas letter, but time to relax for a bit!!  

Lots of love,  

George & Pamela  
 
Subj: MMRR Travelogue #2 -Scuba!! 



Date: 12/22/2012 
 

Good Evening Everyone!,  

 

Here's our door with our special Anniversary banner. This is a popular add on package apparently, because there are many of 
these on the room doors, either anniversary or honeymoon.  



 



 
Every evening there has been several different shows and types of entertainment. This evening was a special "fire show." It was 
quite impressive. Took place out in the main plaza. We just happened to have a table that ended up being on the front row. We 
had sat down to listen and dance to the band and when they set up for the show, we were right in front! Cool!  

 
I have been amiss in taking pictures of our food! This was breakfast at the Mediterranean Restaurant. It is only open for breakfast 
& lunch and is a buffet. I have never seen such a huge choice of food. Even for breakfast, there are 2 separate rooms, one that 
has mostly breads, crepes on order, japanese style foods (including sushi) and the other is huge and has every type of fruit (about 
30 kinds -some I don't even recognize), eggs to order, steak, sausage, bacon, every breakfast dairy product in the world, cereals 
hot & cold, & every pastry that has ever been made! You could stay & eat for hours!!  



 
Next stop was our Intro to scuba class. I didn't take any pictures of the class itself. I was too busy! Roberto (our PADI certified 
scuba instructor) gave us basic classroom scuba info (how to clear your ears, names of all your gear, how to find your regulator, 
how to find your air gauge, etc), then took us to the pool to try it all out. That's what those folks were doing the first day when I got 
their picture out our balcony. So we suited up and ran through several drills. I had a momentary panic attack after just a minute or 
two under water and swimming along the bottom of the pool, but Roberto had me just lie still on the bottom of the pool while he 
had the others run through how to clear the regulator, clear the mask, use underwater sign language, etc. By the time he had 
finished with them, I had calmed down and he ran through everything with me. Then we swam a while longer and it was over! Next 
stop was the dive boat!!!  

 
Our meeting point was next to the hotel in a building between the Excellence and the next resort over (haven't looked up the name 
of it yet -have to do that!!). We had 2 dive instructors, the boat Captain, & a photographer with us. The lead instructor gave us the 
itinerary and safety instructions. Besides the 5 of us that had the morning class, there was a young couple from Buenos Aires and 
a man from Quebec City that were already divers.  



 

It was only about a 5 minute ride straight out to the reef. All the gear was set up on the boat, so all we had to do was get in and 
they had us sit infront of our assigned gear.  



 
We put on our gear (fins, vest, masks) and we were ready for our first dive!!!!! The scariest part for me was sitting on the edge of 
the boat and flipping off backwards into the water!!  

 

Down we went. There was a rope to follow down. We were only about 25' under, so didn't feel very deep, but still had to clear our 
sinuses several times on the way down.  



 



 
The funniest thing was that George & I were both too light! We kept trying to float to the surface. They put more weights on us and 
ended up putting us together, holding hands and one guy swam above us and kept pushing us down! It was too funny. Not sure 
what was happening and assume that since we're not going to pursue getting our real certification, we'll ever find out! We'll do 2 
more dives on Monday in Cozumel, but still one on one with an instructor, so they control the buoyancy.  



 

 



 



 



 
They found a star fish for us to watch & touch, a skate to watch, a trumpeter fish and of course the beautiful coral everywhere. It 
was a gorgeous day!! I'm loading all the scuba pictures on both Shutterfly and on Facebook. But here's a few other pictures, just 
because it was soooooooo exciting!  



 

 



 
But soon it was time to get back on the boat. Our first dive was a total success!!!  



 



 

They had the women get on first and they took all our gear off while we held onto the ladder, but the men had to climb on with the 
tanks on their backs. It's pretty darn heavy!! Then the short ride back and we were done.  



 
Check out the cool camera that the photographer had! Huge convex lens! I didn't try taking my little underwater camera. I might 
next time, but I was afraid what with adjusting mask, clearing my nose, finding the regulator, I might not have enough hands for the 
camera!!! I'm sure she got much better pictures anyway!  

Anyway, think this is enough for now! Time is marching on! Sure enjoying our vacation! Hope you guys are having a wonderful 
Holiday season also!!!  

Lots of love,  

George & Pamela  
 
Subj: MMRR Travelogue #3 -Just lazy! 
Date: 12/23/2012 
 

Hi Guys! We are fast moving towards Christmas. Have had 3 wonderfully lazy days, but still haven't done my Christmas letter!!  
We do have our January Mesa Round Dance Schedule pretty much complete! That's a relief!! Tomorrow is a big day on the  
Cozumel National Park Reef, so figured I should share a few pictures from the past few days, so that the next Travelogue can be  
devoted to our next dive!!!!!  



 

After our dive on Thursday, we relaxed at the Beach Lounge and listened to a musical quiz. They were all having a good time, but 
we just basked in the sun and listened to the laughter.  

 
Watched a small formation of pelicans fly over.  



 
Saw a wedding out on the Excellence private pier. Twice since we've been here, they have offered a private dinner out on the pier 
for only $400 a couple. We didn't participate!!!! Ha!! Can you imagine? We meant to walk out and see if anyone was taking them 
up on it, but forgot!  



 



 



 
We had dinner that night at Spice. The Asian/Japanese Restaurant. We asked for one of the Tapanyaki rooms and had to wait 
about 20 minutes. There were 2 other couples with us in the room. It was a wonderful meal with the usual entertaining cook -fire 
and sharp object demonstrations! Think we'll ask for this for our special anniversary dinner, but still want to try all the restaurants 
before we make a decision!  

 



 
The evening show was Circus. It was fantastic! Had several gymnastic type performances and a juggler that was awesome! 
Haven't gotten any pictures, but we've been able to dance out beneath the stars every night. There is a different band every night 
and there has always been some music that we can dance too. There's one block of cement that seems to be polished and we've 
been able to dance there! Really fun to be out under the stars. Perfect temperatures and just a lovely atmosphere!! They stop 
about 11pm -assume it's because it is outdoors and would disturb the folks in the rooms.  



 



 
Friday was the day we were originally scheduled to take a catamaran to Tulum (Mayan ruins on the coast), but the weather reports 
showed it was supposed to be bad weather, so we delayed until next Wednesday. It never got as bad as predicted, but it was 
extremely windy and totally overcast, so we were glad we had canceled. It was a perfect day to eat at the buffet and just be lazy! 
We worked on computers, got some dance stuff done, and just relaxed in general! The lunch buffet was amazing! Everything from 
burgers to sushi to chinese to every salad you can imagine. Even pizza. I didn't show the desserts, but they were to die for! 5 kinds 
of icecream (I had caramel & coconut), with all kinds of toppings, cheese cake, cookies, rice pudding, it just goes on and on!!!  

 



 

We had noticed these little finches on the first day when we checked in, but decided to check them out closer. There were 2 little 
nests and one has 3 eggs in it. Precious! We've gone by every day to check, so far, just eggs!  



 



 
We had dinner at the Italian restaurant -Toscana. It was good. Very quite tonight because there was a celebratory outdoor buffet 
around the main plaza. We had decided not to eat out there because it was really really windy! Here's some pictures of it though!  



 



 
They had gone to an amazing amount of work all day to set this up! Had built decorations everywhere. Shame that it was sooooo 
windy.  

 



 



 

 
It being the 21st, Special End (beginning) of the Mayan calendar, they had a special celebration out on the beach. Again, they had 
gone to amazing lengths to set this up. Disco dance floors, pyramids, fire pits, it was crazy. As you went through the fancy 
entrances, they handed out "fire" sticks with instructions to not lick, eat, chew, or do anything with them until the ceremony. What 



was supposed to happen was they were going to come around in Mayan costume and light everyone's stick, then we'd throw them 
in the fire pits to signify throwing away the old life and beginning a new one! Unfortunately, it was too windy to light them, so we all 
just threw them in the pits! Oh well! They certainly meant well and tried really really hard! They did another fire show, but the wind 
made it really dangerous! We didn't hang around very long, the sand was blowing in our eyes! So sad!  

 

 
On Saturday we ate at the Steak Restaurant (the Grill) for lunch. It is built over the swimming pools and has open walls to the 
beach. It's a lovely setting and the food was excellent!  



 

We didn't do much on Saturday. Walked a bit on the beach and relaxed a lot! Skipping ahead to Sunday morning! We enjoyed our 
Anniversary Champagne Breakfast in bed!  

 



 

We took another long long walk on the beach -this time south towards Puerto Morelos. Enough of this! I'm sure you are bored. 

Tomorrow will be an exciting day diving in Cozumel!!! Hang on for that one!!! We've got to get up at 6:15am! Yipes!!! 

Merry Christmas Eve!!! 

We love you and send Feliz Navidad wishes!!! 

George & Pamela 

Subj: MMRR #4 Cozumel Dive 
Date: 12/29/2012 2:41:10 A.M. Central Standard Time  
 
Happy New Year Everyone! Christmas has come & gone and I didn't get my Christmas letter finished!!! Oh well, now it will have to 
be an End of Year letter!! Anyway, on to the rest of our vacation!  



 
We were up at 6am and had breakfast in our room. Then down to await our transportation. They were right on time at 7:45am and 
we were first one the bus and the only ones from our hotel going. We headed south towards Playa Del Carmen and made one 
stop at the Paradisis Resort. There we picked up a huge group of folks, about 8 more in our van and then another group went in 
another bus. After a short drive on to Playa del Carmen, we walked to the ferry terminal. Enroute, we passed a small green area 
and here was this little creature. He was about the size of a cat. No tail. Not sure what he was, meant to Google it, but forgot!  

 



 

They gave us tickets for the ferry and we walked straight on. The beach area of Playa del Carmen was gorgeous. Really gorgeous 
white sand and green clear water.  



 
The ferry ride was only about 40 minutes across relatively calm water. We sat with a delightful young couple from Microsoft 
programming in Seattle. They were certified divers and had taken their first dive in the Red Sea (she had family in Israel). Anyway, 
we got off the ferry and Cozumel and saw that all the ferry's had Felices Fiesta (Happy Holidays) on the side. Thought that was 
very sweet.  



 
Our guide (Porky) had us gather at a huge flag pole where there were all kinds of Christmas decorations. By the way -we had 
noticed that there was no baby in any of the manger scenes. George had joked that at our resort it was because we were in an 
Adults Only hotel!! But apparently they put the baby in the manger on Christmas Eve! Very sweet!  

 



 
Anyway, after just a short wait to get everyone all together, we walked about a block to board one of Aqua Magic's scuba boats. 
After a short boat ride, we were at their pier and they began to hand out the scuba gear. They divided us up into 3 groups: 
snorkelers, certified divers, & novice divers. There were 11 novice divers and they divided us up again. They assigned George t& 
me to Master Diver Oscar. Turned out there were 5 of us assigned to him. A father & son who were completing their certification 
with these 2 dives and a single gentleman that was certified, but had done a dive in several years. Very lucky for us, Oscar gave 
us most of his attention.  



 

They put us on the boat on the right side and there was just the 5 of us, Oscar, our pilot and co pilot and because I had practically 
begged, a young girl to take pictures for us! More about her later.  

 



 
It was only about a 5 minute boat ride out to Paradise reef and they had us step off the boat. The water was very very clear and 
even though we descended to about 50', it was still very light and the colors were gorgeous. The white sand bottom was beautiful. 
The pictures from the young girl have a pink tinge to them -it was not like that in the water. She just had little camera, so I'm 
assuming it was not filtered correctly. But we were happy for the pictures anyway! Oscar led the way down with his buoy on a 
string. We followed it down and this time George & I were both able to descend a bit better. They had given us more weight and 
we were working on our breathing and movement control. Also this time Oscar gave us control of our own suits and we had to 
release the air from it to descend.  



 



 
The coral was directly under us and one of the first things we saw was a sea turtle. His shell was about 18-24" long.  

 



 



 



 

 
The father & son and the photographer followed the turtle for quite a while. I couldn't control my movements enough under water to 
figure out how to do that!!! I was doing better with staying level rather than the up & down from the first dive! Anyway, we were 
lucky to see the turtle, they said we were kinda off season to see them.  



 



 

The problem with having asked for a photographer was that rather than taking pictures of the "flora & fauna", she was intent on 
taking photos of us! She followed us like paparazzi and got us at every angle! Not much of the beautiful coral & fish all around us!!! 
But still very happy to have her there!!!  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
We spent about 40 minutes down and then it was time to ascend back to the boat.  

 



 
Back on the boat, we headed back to the pier. Oscar dove with the father & son just at the dock to do some things for their 
certification. A lot of the certified divers got on our boat for the second dive (although we never saw them in the water, they kept us 
separated). George & I sat up on top in the sun to dry off and get warm. We were all excited about the first dive and just chattered 
to each other about how exciting it was and what we had seen. After only about 20 minutes, we headed back out for the second 
dive. They gave us full tanks and dropped us at a different spot on the reef (still Paradise reef).  

I'll take the time now to describe that this was a drift dive. The is a really really strong current here (keep that in mind for a later 
story). They drop you at a certain point so that you can drift with the current along the reef, with no real effort, just floating along. 
Oscar had his buoy on a string which he unreeled as we dove deeper and pulled it only with us. That way the boat could keep 
track of our location. The single gentleman had at some point during our first dive ascended on his own back to the boat and then 
dove back off the boat to rejoin us. That really infuriated Oscar. First at the man for leaving us and then at his crew because 
apparently it is a real no-no to try and join back up. They shouldn't have let him get back off the boat. It would be very easy for him 
to get lost and Oscar wouldn't realize that he was even missing!  

Anyway, we did not have a photographer for the second dive which is a real shame because Oscar was pleased with our progress 
and started pointing things out for us. He would use his fingers to point at us and then his eyes to tell us to watch him and then he 
would point things out. First he showed me this long worm thing -probably over 3' long. He swam to it and pulled on one end and it 
shrunk up to about 6"! Too funny! Then he pointed out a skate buried in the sand and had me swim into the middle of a huge 
school of fish. They were all around me! He found us a lion fish and a puffer and then we heard him banging on his tanks. George 
& I both looked around. That's the signal to urgently look for him and we saw that we had passed him up a little. He was motioning 
to us to come back to him. Uh oh! Now's when the fun started. Remember that strong current? He patiently waited while we 
struggled to fight our way against the current to get back to him. George did better than I did and made it all the way back. I not 
only had difficulty making forward progress, but when I got excited I would breath too deeply and start floating up! I finally made it 
to him for my reward! There was a humongous lobster! I couldn't control my movements enough to get all the way around, but I 
saw his claws and antenna. George got the full view and said he looked angry that we were disturbing him and was kinda 
bouncing up and down to warn us off! He was really beautiful! Anyway, it was exciting, but GEEZ! I was exhausted! It was shortly 
time to ascend again and this adventure was over!  



 



 
Back up in the boat and into the sun to warm up. Really got chilled by the time the second dive was over. We could have rented 
wet suits, but did fine without them. Sun warmed us up real quick. By the way, turns out that we were diving right by the Coral 
Princess. Fun to see her!  

 



 
Off the boat and back downtown for a scrumptious lunch at La Mission. Tortilla soup & chicken fajitas! Yum!!  

 
Even had entertainment! Oscar made an appearance to get his tip and wish us well. He was a real character! We even got to get a 

picture with our adorable photographer. She was just too cute!  



 

 



 
Saw Fidel on the way back to the ferry. Reminder that next Christmas we are hoping to go to Cuba!! Really hope that works out! 
Found out on this trip that lots of Canadians and Brit's go there. Never thought about the fact that it's only Americans that can't go 
there!! Darn politics anyway!  

 



Back across on the ferry -it was a little rougher this time! And it was dark by the time we got to Playa del Carmen!  

 

As we went past the area where I had seen that little creature, I had my camera ready and on the lookout! You can't really see 
except for the eyes gleaming -but you'll never guess what was down there looking up at us this time?????? 2 javalinas!! The really 
funny thing was we saw one on the left and I took a picture. When I got back and was going through the pictures, I saw the eyes 
and realized there was another one on the right up close beside us!! Crazy! This was right in town!  

 
Anyway, reversed direction back to our resort -cleaned up and out to Basmati restaurant. They noticed it was an anniversary 
vacation for us on their list and sat us at a special table!!! Perfect end to a perfect day!!! And believe me, we slept like babies that 
night! That current had kicked my butt!!! A beautiful Christmas Eve!  

That's it for now. Only one more real adventure to report! And then back to the regular grind!!  

Lots of love,  



George & Pamela  
 
Subj: MMRR #5 -Christmas Day & Tulum Excursion  
Date: 12/30/2012 10:10:48 P.M. Central Standard Time  
 
Hello again everyone! Hope the holidays are wonderful for you all. This has certainly been just what the doctor ordered for us! Lots 
of relaxation time between just enough playtime.  

 
Haven't mentioned much about it, but there are bands every night that play between 7pm & 9pm and again after the evening show. 
Although it's mostly been Latin bands, there has been enough variety that we've gotten to dance quite a bit. It's only on concrete, 
but there's one big square right in front of the band stage that seems polished or something and it's been just enough to keep us 
satisfied.  

 



 
And the evening shows have been great. The Michael Jackson Show was probably the most impressive. We saw it twice. The first 
time it was a mix of movie and dancers. They would show a few minutes of film from real Michael Jackson music videos and 
movies and then segue into the dancers. Tony, the Michael Jackson impersonator was very good. We were sitting at the very back 
of the theater, but on a raised step. The next week we decided to sit up front to see the dancers close up. For some reason they 
didn't have the movie portion and the lead dancer didn't seem to be quite as good. He was not introduced as Tony this time, so 
couldn't tell for sure. But overall, it was still very good. There was a different show each night of the week and they started 
repeating our second week. The Circus Show was also very very good. All of them were big production shows with very talented 
performers.  



 
There were always activities going on during the day too. Contests, dance lessons, yoga, archery, water aerobics, it just goes on 
and on. Santa "landed" on the beach on Christmas Day and wandered with his troupe throughout the resort. He even had a "Tree" 
following him!!  



 
They brought this bag of Gingerbread cookies to our door on Christmas Afternoon as a Christmas present! They were good too! 

To celebrate Christmas Day, we ate at the Lobster Restaurant. HUGE servings of Lobster! It was fantastic!  



 



 



 



 



 



 
The next morning we got up at the unbelievable hour of 6am!!! For our 7:30am pickup. This time we made a quick trip to the 
breakfast buffet (didn't have time for pictures this time!!!) before heading out. This excursion by Blue Magic was not as well 
organized, but it was still definitely worth the $100 (+ $25 cash for transportation by Olympus Tours) per person charge. Anyway, 
they took us by bus south to Puerto Aventuras (a residential community about 20 minutes south of Playa del Carmen) to board the 
81' Catamaran, Raiatea. They set up fishing rods, but other than one strike that we all heard, no action there. There was no wind 
at all, so we motored for about 2 hours down the coast to Tulum. There were huge swells and unfortunately lots of us got sick. Me 
included. Very frustrating. Assume that it was due to the slow sideways motion from slowly motoring south. It was a very pleasant 
sunny low 80's, so at least it felt good to sit out in the sun! The Captain put up the sails, but there was just absolutely no wind!! 
Looked nice, but didn't help with the rocking motion!  



 



 
Arrival at Tulum was impressive. It looked really neat from the ocean! We motored on past it to anchor in front of the beach and at 

the coral reef. Then everyone got on their snorkel gear (we had brought our own) and into the water for a 45 minute snorkel.  

 



 



 



 
The sun stayed out over us and there was no wind, but the big swells made swimming over the coral a little scary. You'd be 3' 
above it and suddenly you were almost scraping the tops. Made us keep to the edges making us miss a lot of the best fish & 
colors. But it was still exciting. I was happy getting to take my own pictures.  



 

Our guide dove down to point us to a really pretty skate that was hiding in the sand. That was our most exciting sighting of this trip!  



 
Back up on the boat for a buffet lunch. I still hadn't recovered, so I didn't eat anything, but George said it was good. Got this shot of 
a cute little Chinese couple that we had spent quite a lot of time talking too. I gave her my website address, so hoping to hear from 
them sometime. He's in college at Boston and she's at Cornell, both in their sophomore years, studying to be doctors.  

 



 



 
Then a short boat taxi to the beach. Had about a 45 minute delay waiting for the vans to go up to Tulum.  



 

George found me a little shade and I took a snooze on a towel in the sand. I was feeling much better after my nap and the trip to 
Tulum was quite interesting.  

 



Thought it was really interesting that there was an armadillo on the Tulum Welcome Sign! Didn't see any though! Saw these 2 
guys as we were walking into the park.  

 

 



 

Tulum was a walled city. In fact, that's what the name means. Therefore, we had to enter the main city area through a really thick 
wall.  



 



 
Our guide pulled us off to the side and gave us a lot of info about the city. It was a port city that supported the multi million Mayan's 
between the 13th & 15th Centuries. Most of the imports/exports went through Coba (another Mayan ruins National Park about 30 
miles away). This park is the next most visited Mayan site in Mexico, right behind Chichen Itza. We visited Chichen Itza when we 
were in Cancun for a Round Dance with Blackford's and Easterday's in the early 90's.  



 
The great Castillo facing the Caribbean is on a high point on the 39' cliffs and seems to be the place where Sunrise would first be 
seen in Mexico. There are many windows that have special Astrological features, like a window that catches the first ray of 
sunshine on the Solstice and amplifies it through a tiny whole in the wall and on the other side, the exact same thing that catches 
the last ray of sunshine for the shortest day! As was usual with the Mayans, most of the buildings seem to have been built for 
specific Astrological purposes. Those Mayans were brilliant! Our guide was saying that there is speculation that the Mayans were 
related to the Egyptians and East Indians. Interesting.  



 



 

We continued our tour. Saw quite a few of the other buildings and enjoyed all the history our guide shared with us. Still a mystery 
how they all disappeared.  



 

We ended the tour at the front of the Castillo and looking out at the most incredible view. It was really gorgeous up there!! And 

that's enough for now!!! I'll finish this up with one more travelogue. Not much else to report, but want to share it all!!! Lots of love,  

George & Pamela 
 

Subj: Mysteries of the Mayan Riviera -Final addition! 
Date: 1/5/2013 
 

Happy New Year Everyone!!  
Obviously we are back in Mesa. Arrived last Friday night, 28 Dec. I have tried to do this final Travelogue 3 times (this is the 4th 



time -if it doesn't work this time -I give up!!!!). Anyway, we're happy to be back in Mesa and looking forward to the Winter 
Session of Dance here!!! So on to the Grand Finalee in Cancun!!  

 



 



 
The Tulum excursion made for a really long day! We didn't get back to the resort until almost 8pm. It was 8:30pm by the time we 
had showers & change and we made it to the Grill for dinner. Luckily for us, they asked us to wait about a half hour and we got to 
see the Fire Show again. This one was the best yet. They had a xylophone and the fire sticks stayed lit (no wind). Really talented 
group!  

 
Back to the grill and strangely enough they seated us at the same table as before. They are probably 25 tables in the restaurant 
and the table they sat us at both times is with 2 others on an upstairs floor over a pool. Lovely location with views all around. 
Service was great as usual and my filet was juicy & tender. George had the mixed plate with a combination of filet, lamb, & pork. 
He said it was good too! Too much food, but man is it yummy!! We didn't stay out late -back to the room to relax for the evening!  



 
The next morning we made our last stop at the Finch's to check the eggs. Still just eggs, no little chickies. Phooey! But they were 
sure cute!  

 



 
Enjoyed the lunch buffet again. These guys really go first class on everything!  



 
We had decided to celebrate our anniversary (23rd!) on our last night and at Spice (the Japanese restaurant). There was a 
beautiful full moon over the pool as we walked across the main plaza!  

 



 

We checked in and asked for the Tappanyaki room. They needed a few minutes to set up, so we headed to the Martini Bar to have 
a celebratory drink -George had champagne and I had a Flirtini (champagne, vodka, & pineapple juice).  



 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

The meal was excellent and the chef's entertaining knife & food juggling was great fun! My favorites was his splitting the raw egg 
and tossing the bowls of rice! Great anniversary meal!  



 



 



 

 

When we came out of the restaurant, the was a car show in the Main Plaza (how the heck did they get those cars there??????? 
We could not figure it out!!!). They were trying to rent them -you could drive them around a track somewhere nearby. I was just 



thrilled to sit in a Ferrari and a Lamborghini!! Felt wonderful! What fab cars!  

 
Our last night was clear & beautiful. We had one of the dance bands and enjoyed a few dances on our cement dance floor. Then 
an somewhat early night to get in one more evening of total relaxation!!  

 



 
Our last morning on the balcony was beautiful, warm, but windy. Goodbye gorgeous view!!  

 



 



 

One last buffet pig out! Geez! I wonder if I can talk Marge into running a buffet at the Blue Lagoon?? Oh well! Don't need the 
calories anyway, right?  

 



 
The drive to the airport was uneventful. Our guide explained that there was an agreement that the Tourist vans were never 
stopped at the Military check points along the highway. That was interesting, we had wondered why there was always a slow 
down, but we had never had to stop! And the very last funny thing. It was about 85 degrees and very very humid! When we 
stepped onto the US Airways jet (which was brand new, by the way), there was a dense fog coming from the vents! The pilot came 
on and apologized for the "Disco fog!!" It went away as soon as we took off, but you could literally not see from one seat to 
another! Hilarious!  
The flight back to Phoenix was a little late taking off and rather bumpy, but no real problem! Easy getting through Phoenix customs 
and Tom Brown was waiting for us at the curb! Wow! What an wonderful vacation! Thanks for going with us! And stay Happy & 
Healthy!!  
Lots of love,  

 

George & Pamela  
*********************************************************************************  
Check out our web site! Hurd's Round Dance Home Page Check out our dance demo videos www.DanceRounds.info Look at my 
pictures on Webshots http://community.webshots.com/user/pshurd Look at pictures, videos, & Photo books on Shutterfly 
http://pamspicts.shutterfly.com  
 
 

 
 

 

 




