
 1 

 

Subj:  Japanese Journey  
Date:  5/20/2012  
 

Hi Everyone,  

So, we arrived in Japan on Wednesday, 16 May 2012, ready for a big adventure! Our friends 
Kenji & Nobuko Shibata were at the airport to meet us when we arrived a little before our 8pm 
schedule. Customs & Immigration and baggage pick up were seamless due to the Japanese 
efficiency! Hopped in their car and using their GPS, we headed to the Shenjuku district of 
Toyko for our first couple of nights. They actually stayed the first night in the hotel with us so 
that we could easily do visiting Wednesday night and sightseeing on Thursday. Our hotel room 
was wonderful. The Keio Plaza hotel is huge and used quite often for tourism as it’s near the 
main Shinjuku Station. They had arranged for us to stay in one of the special floors and our 
room had a king bed and a wonderful view of the city. Just like we do to folks in our RV, first 
off, we had to have "toilet training." The toilet (as most of them throughout Japan are) is digital 
with buttons for a duvet, water spray, and seat warming!! And the window curtains were 
powered also!  

Anyway, enough talking -the next morning dawned a little hazy, but mostly blue skies. You can 
see all the huge buildings surrounding us.  

 



 2 

 



 3 

 
They were kind to us and let us meet them for breakfast at a very civilized 9am! The hotel had 
a huge buffet breakfast included in our room price. It had everything from sushi to yogurt! Even 
had an omelet station! We were on the road about 10am. There was a covered walkway from 
the hotel to the Train Station and we started out on that, but first stop was to be an ATM for 
yen for us. That ended up being a bit more difficult than we had thought because the majority 
of the the Japanese ATM’s do not allow international cards! And couldn’t locate a bank that 
would exchange American dollars. Finally Kenji got some advice from a security guard to try 
the Post Office ATM’s. Bingo! Success! So after purchasing tickets for the Romance train to 
take us to the Odawara Station to meet our next dancer guides, we exchanged our Japan Rail 
Pass Coupons for actual tickets and reserved our seats for every segment of our trip. Kenji & 
Nobuko had booked all our hotel stays with the help of an agent and set up dates. I had found 
a website on line to check the train schedules and had picked the shortest train trips to match 
our tendency to sleep in a bit!!! We almost panicked at first because the very first time I had 
selected was full!!! Yipes! Ended up having to change to one that was 2 hours later. Oh well, 
got it done! So then the next order of business was SHOPPING!!! I was jealous of the clothes 
Tammy Worlock had come home with, so Nobuko had promised to take me shopping as well!! 
George & Kenji occupied themselves getting coffee and talking shop while I picked out 3 new 
outfits!! It was great fun! Forgot to take any pictures of the shopping, too busy trying things on! 
Can’t wait to show off my new clothes!!  

Okay, so back to regular sightseeing, we used our train passes and headed to another part of 
the city to look for a huge dance shop. Unfortunately it was closed for renovation. But passed a 
warehouse for Japanese Dolls.  
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They were really expensive (550000 yen -almost $7000). We bought 2 -NOT!! I’ll bet Tom & 
Marge have one though!  
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We had cheeseburgers at the Freshness Burger (now we know that’s a chain, we’ve seen it 
several times since). Also homemade gingerale. That was really interesting!!  
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Most of the streets were lined with these trees. Don’t know what they are -at first we thought 
they had vines growing on them, but it was just the way they were growing.  

 
We had a few minutes to spare, so wandered through the Edo Tokyo Museum. Found out that 
before Toyko became the capital of Japan (it was Kyoto at first), the city was called Edo. Toyko 
actually means East Kyoto. This museum is about the time before it was called Tokyo. Lots of 
dioramas and had this decorated pole that was used by the fire fighters to lead the way. 
Nobuko and I tried to wave it! It’s really really heavy!!  
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Then on to the highlight of the day -a SUMO Wrestling Tournament! Turns out that Nobuko is 
quite a fan and knew most of their names and nationalities. The 2 hours we spent there were 
wonderful! Learned a lot about the meanings of the posturing and even got my picture made 
with one that had won his match while we watched.  
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After that, we headed to the Asakusa District to see the famous Temple and the brand new 
Tokyo Sky Tree. The Tree has not officially opened yet (supposed to be May 28th), but will 
soon be the highest observation tower in the world -beating out the one in Shanghai that we 
were on!  
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We enjoyed a fabulous dinner (presentation is everything -it was served in a representation of 
a Japanese Lamp!) in the district and took a last train ride back to the hotel. So ended our first 
full day in Japan!!!  
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George & Pamela  
*********************************************************************************  
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Subj:  Japanese Journey #2  
Date:  5/21/2012  
 
Hello Everyone,  

We are still having a wonderful time in Japan! The weather has been fantastic and things are 
moving right on schedule! The Japanese are very very precise and organized!  

Soooo, on Friday morning, we hopped (uppa hoppa, just to keep our Swedish knowledge fresh 
for later this summer) out of bed at a bright hour of 7:00am! Ick! Had our wonderful buffet 
breakfast and headed to the train station -all on our own!!! This time it was very easy to go 
straight to the Post Office, get our cash and on to our track. We are actually still very trainable 
(vice the old saw about teaching ole dogs!! Ha Ha!!). Train was right on time (of course) and 
we had short journey to Odawara Station on the Romance Train.  

 
This train trip was purchased separately from our Japan Rail Pass because it was a much 
easier connection and very plush train! It was only about an hour trip and we recognized our 
next guides from the train! Takao & Setsuko Ito had brought along support, 2 girls that dance 
together, Kazuko and Masako. Both are married, but their husbands didn’t come to play with 
us!! Kazuko’s husband does not dance, but both Masako and her husband call squares. 
Kazuko has been studying English for 5 years and spoke very good English and also could 
write & read English. She had made up a very elaborate itinerary for us with photo’s & English 
descriptions of everywhere they were taking us. It was very impressive!! Takao & Setsuko are 
very well known and established cuers in Odawara with a quite successful there (50 or so 
couples!). Most cuers will know their names as they do quite a lot of choreography that’s used 
internationally. Anyway Takao was our driver and we loaded up in their van to start our drive to 
Hakone. The van was a shock for us -it was quite large and seated all 6 of us very comfortably 
(much like Kenji & Nobuko’s, so not sure why we were surprised!!! -Guess we expected  
everything in Japan to be compact!). However, as long as I’m on the subject, we discovered 
that their gas mileage is much much better than ours. Upwards of 50MPG (assuming of course 
that George’s calculations from liters to gallons and Kilometers to Miles was correct!!). They 
are very very efficient people!! More of that later!!  

Enough, on to the gorgeous pictures. Hakone is a National Park area with views of Mt Fuji 
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one of the prime attractions. Our first photo shop only gave us a tiny litter shadow of Mt Fuji 
rising about beautiful Lake Ashi, but we were still thrilled to see it. High mountains around the 
world are known for their shyness! They are hidden behind clouds quite often! But, Takao 
spotted it for us!  

 
Our first real stop was to Onshi Hakone Park. A Japanese Garden park with a museum 
building with a balcony to view Mt Fuji & Lake Ashi. It was trimmed & landscaped as only the 
Japanese can do!!  

 
Mt Fuji was already out and in the clear!  
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Just kidding! I took a picture of a picture hanging on the wall! Sounds good, though doesn’t it!! 

Ha!  

 
It was showing a little more, but you can’t really see it from my photos! Anyway, we wandered 
around a bit, then on to the Hakone Checkpoint, which was like a fort where they kept women 
and children hostage to keep the men from leaving Edo (old Tokyo). Something to do with 
maintaining the Feudal system. Not much was in English, so it was a bit hard to understand.  
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They paid to have our picture taken together (by a samurai, but he didn’t get in the picture with 

us!!!  
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Then we headed on to the Hotel de Yama (Hotel of the Mountain!) for lunch and a walk 
through the Azelea Garden’s. Lunch was good, but the Azelea’s were amazing!! Hit the 
absolute peak!!  
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And this time, the picture of Mt Fuji is for real!! Awesome!!  
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Got another group picture with Mt Fujisan in the background.  

 
Then we headed out to do the Ropeway from Togendai to Owakudani. That was exciting!! 
Again we got an incredible view of Mt Fuji. My photos don’t do it justice!!!  
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At Owakudani, we got out to meet Takao (he had driven up) and walk up the mountain. Our 
goal was to purchase & eat the black eggs (regular chicken eggs cooked in the sulfurick water 
of the hot springs). They are guaranteed to increase your life span for either 5 or 7 years 
(depending on the advertisor!!)  
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It was definitely a little stinky around there!! We were happy anyway!!  
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We immediately felt the life giving effects -or maybe that was just the sulfur smeall!!  
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Called for another picture. Don’t we all look younger??  

 
Got one more shot of Mt Fuji -clouds were definitely coming and going!!  
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Then on down for a potty break and a snack. We had Wasabi icecream. Ick! I think that took 
the 5 or 7 years back! You know Wasabi?? The really hot Japanese pepper? Made into 
icecream was really strange. A little sweet, but a strange hotish aftertaste. Weird. Don’t have to 
do that again!!  

 
Everyone was smiling because they hadn’t tasted it yet!! Ha Ha!!  
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I told the girls they should have been making a W with the fingers instead of the peace sign to 
stand for Wasabi!! Then on to the Hakoni Art Museum. No photos were allowed except from 
the fabulous panoramic gallery room (probably the reason most folks come in, althought the art 
exhibit was quite nice).  
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The special exhibit was kaleidoscopes. Couldn’t get any pictures of them, but had some really 
really fabulous ones.  

 
Last stop before we were taken to our hotel was the Stone Paved Road of Hakone Old 
Highway. Everyone used to walk this route which is lined with old Cedar Trees that protected 
them from rain and snow.  
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They dropped us off at the NanPu-So Hotel. We took a little walk around the area. It was very 
pretty. With a waterfall right beside our room!!  
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We were in the lowest room on the right (3 from the top!). The sound of the gentle running 
water was wonderful 
through the night. 
Oh oh -AOL has decreed that this was enough of the pictures! I’ll continue in the next one!! 
 

Good night all & best wishes!!! 
 

Lots of love, 
 

 

 

George & Pamela  
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Subj:  Japanese Journey #3  
Date:  5/21/2012  
 
Hi Guys,   
 
I’ll just continue right where I left off!!!  

It was a Japanese style hotel with "tatami" rooms, meaning the room had a mat and they would 
come and make it up with the futon for sleeping on the floor. Ours was had twin western beds too 
and had a bathroom in the room. We had a choice and we elected to try the Japanese style.  

 
This was before it was made up for sleeping. We went on to dinner which was included with the 
price of the room. Dinner was a REAL EXPERIENCE!!! It started with sushi mi. You guys know I 
am not a lover of fish. Much less raw fish. However, I had vowed I would give everything a real 
try. Sooooooo, I did!!  
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I must admit that I did quite like the 2 white pieces. Not sure what they were -think the one on the 
left might have been tuna and the one on the right seemed to be scallops. I tried the red stuff, not 
my cup of tea, rather gummy and fishy tasting. Also the clearish/tranparent one was kind of like 
eating blubber. The weird little things in the bowl on the far right were some sort of pickled 
something. Unsure, but they were rather tasty and we both ate them. The yellow sauce on the 
left was very very tasty. Again unsure what it was, but I liked it. So see that little empty bowl sort 
of in the center? That was the only empty dish we were given. No plate, saucer, or bowl.  

 
Here’s where it got really interesting. The container on the top of the picture is water. It was on a 
gas grill that was lit when they delivered it to our table. The lower plate on the left was different 
vegetables and the upper left was some sort of sliced meat. We were told to wait until the water 
boiled, then put things in the boiling water and dip it in one of the sauces and eat it. Now that info 
was delivered through sign language, not real speech. There was not anyone else around us 
eating this meal, so we couldn’t watch and yes, we were eating with chop sticks!  



 38 

I’ll tell you that we didn’t starve, but we were quite perplexed about the entire situation. Since 
then, we have asked some questions and found that overall, we figured it out pretty well, but 
know realize we could have spiced things up with some other ingredients on the table! But found 
we love the little mushrooms (kind of buttons on tiny trunks -wonder what they are called????) 
and the cheese & noodles are hard to eat with chop sticks!!  

 
Then we got back to our room and saw the Japanese style beds laid out!!  
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They even provide kamona’s. Don’t think they are really called that. Not hooked up to the internet 
right this minute, so can’t look it up, but think they really call them something else. Either way, 
they are very comfortable and found out that in the "tatami" style hotel, you are welcome to wear 
them exclusively around the hotel. Dining room, community bath (didn’t have the nerve to try), or 
even the lobby!!  
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So, some things can’t change.... it was still time for computers and wine!!  
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Note the screens behind George. They covered the windows, but the next morning, They kind of 
glowed with the 
morning sun. Quite nice actually! 
The Gang came & picked us up at 10am and we headed out to visit Odawara Castle before our 
train left. 
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There were some caged monkeys and according to our friends, they were a local type of monkey 
and were also around in the wild. I had seen some signs similar to "deer crossing" with monkey 
symbols on them, so that explained that!!!  

 
Once again, they paid for some special pictures -this time for George & I to dress up for them!!  
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That is the Odawara Castle Tower in the back ground.  

 
A gentleman with a very young girl asked if we would take a picture with her. Made we feel 
special! We continued on the check out the castle tower and museum.  
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The view from the top of the castle was really really good. Even if the azelea’s were blooming 
here either!!  

 
We made a short stop at a local Shrine for prayers for a safe journey. That was very sweet!!!  
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The Shrine had a beautiful garden attached. The Japanese Maples are gorgeous!!! 

 

And then our time was up and it was time to head to Hiroshima!!! Made some great new friends!! 

So far, we are  

really really really loving Japan!!! 

Enough for now, 

Best wishes and love to all!! 

 

George & Pamela  
*********************************************************************************  
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Subj:  Japanese Journey #4  
Date:  5/22/2012  
 
Good Evening Dearest Friends!  

We were again very very lucky and had beautiful views of Mt Fuji on our train trip to Hiroshima!! 
Looked like it was just floating in space! The photos don’t really do it justice, but you can get the 
idea!!  

 
Train travel in Japan is certainly comfortable and the Japan Rail Pass that we purchased before 
arrival here seems to work great!! Anyway, it was a pretty long train trip (about 4 hours, 20 
minutes), but went very quickly. We both worked on computers and had a train change in 
Nagoya. It was an easy one, only 2 tracks away and had a half hour for the change. The 2nd half 
was very comfortable, only 2 seats on each side of the aisle and lots of leg room. A girl comes 
through with a cart selling everything from potato chips to beer, and for a reasonable price. 
However, the dancers had purchased us a lunch before we boarded, so we had a nice picnic 
lunch!!  
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We arrived in Hiroshima right on time of course and Toshiko was there to greet us as soon as we 
stepped off the train. She led us down to street level and Fumiaki was there with the car to greet 
us. Immediately set the stage for what was to come by asking us to pose in front of the statue 
lifting our legs to match in a semi eros line!! He took the picture on his camera, so I don’t have it 
yet, but you can see what he was having us do!!!!  

 
Our first stop was to the Hiroshima Peace Memorial. Although I had read about it of course and 
knew what it was all about, but seeing all the pictures and reading about the details of the actual 
event and the days following it was just heartbreaking. I started taking pictures, but soon quit. 
Other than some of the Holocaust museums, I have never felt such sorrow about an event. And 
to think we (as an American although I was not born then) were responsible for such total 
devastation. It’s horrifying. I only pray that nothing like this will ever occur again and I’m so 
impressed that the Japanese people have not only overcome the event, but have turned it into 
something to make them soar into a people who are on the forefront of the world.  
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The city before and after. Total devastation. The government building on the top right somehow 
mostly survived although everyone in it was killed. The bomb exploded right over it. Anyway, it 
has been preserved to remind everyone of the events of that horrific day in history. It is called the 
Atomic Dome. We could see it from our hotel room window.  
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To brighten our hearts, Fumi met us with the car and had us do a dance pose right in front of the 
Dome!! To prove that life continues!!  

 
We had planned a trip to a garden, but it was just too late. We did make a quick stop at 
Hiroshima Castle and did a few dance poses there. Fumi parked illegally, but the guard popped 
in and gave him the okay!!  
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We got checked in at the Rihga Royal Hotel (room on the 26th floor with corner windows with 
incredible views in 2 directions!! It was hazy, but you can see out into the Inland Sea and see the 
beautiful volcanic islands that dot the water. Then they took us to a fantastic restaurant where we 
cooked our food on a hibachi. We ate way way way too much and spent the evening laughing! 
These guys are wonderful!!  
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Enough for now! Time for bed! Got most of the photos loaded onto Shutterfly if anyone wants to 

see all of them!! 

Lots of love and a wonderful good night!!  

George & Pamela  
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Subj:  Japan Travelogue #5 -Hiroshima/Mirajima  
Date:  5/24/2012  
 
Hello Everyone! This is really a magical vacation!! Our dancer guides for Hiroshima are great fun. 
We are laughing our way around town!! They picked us up at 9am at our hotel and first stop was 
the Shukkein Gardens. We were there for them to open the doors! Guess you realize that means 
we were up really early!!! But it was worth it! Lots of things to see and places to go today!  
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This is a public garden constructed in 1620 and maintained beautifully. Unfortunately we were 
inbetween flowers. The azeleas and iris’s were pretty much done. However just the symmetry of 
the greenery, paths and rocks were gorgeous. It was completely destroyed by the Atomic Bomb 
in 1945 of course, but was restored to the historical plans.  
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Had to keep on schedule, so off we went to take a scenic tour from the Peace Memorial over to 
Mirajima. Unfortunately, we were seated in the center, windows were small & you couldn’t go 
outside, so didn’t get many pictures. Believe I made up for it on the island!!!  
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Confucius visited Mirajima and declared it to be one of the top 3 scenic places in all of Japan. 
Haven’t see all of Japan yet, but can agree that it is a beautiful place! We didn’t have time to walk 
all over it, but made quite a large dent! We only had a couple of hours to visit. There is a 
Ropeway on the far side of hte island, but we decided we didn’t have enough time to take it. But 
went through the main Temple. And of course, it has the tame deer (well mostly tame, but lots of 
warnings that they are like goats and will eat anything that is hanging loose from your person -
paper, bags, snacks, maps!!!!). We didn’t feed them -they look plenty fat without our help!!! 
Several kids were getting nipped at -guess they smelled like food!!  
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Saw a wedding!  

 
Unfortunately the most well known view of the island,O-Torii, the Grand gate to the Itsukushima 
Shrine from the water side was under reconstruction and totally covered. Such a shame!!  
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These are tubs/barrels/containers of sake. Never did quite figure out why they are at the 
entrances to all the shrines & temples -not sure if the monks drink it or if they make it or what? 
But we’ve seen them at almost everyone!  
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George bangs a bell for good luck on the way up to Daishoin Temple. Made a beautiful clear 
dong.  
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This tea -not quite the same as what we commonly call green tea, although it is very very green, 
it takes like grass and is drank cold & hot. The lovely little cookie is a specialty on Miyajima -
called momiji manju. There are many types of fillings for it and we tried the sweet bean paste (my 
favorite) and chocolate (George’s favorite). They are always shaped like the maple leaf. Tasted 
even better for eating it high on a mountain overlooking the Inland Sea.  
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Shortly after having our snack on the top of the hill, we took a quick stop at the 5 Story Pagoda & 
made our way back down to the shopping arcade and watched them making them. Had to try a 
chocolate filled one, warm from the ovens!! Yummmm!  
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Even the shop had a beautiful garden with Koi. Fumi told us that the Japanese consider the red 
& white koi the perfect ones.  
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We lost Toshiko for a while. We were running late and couldn’t located her where we thought she 
would be (she stayed at the bottom of the hill to rest). Wandered a bit, but eventually found her 
waiting patiently at the ferry for us. We headed back across (took the JR Ferry this time, had a 
quick lunch looking out on the water and took off for the Castle town Iwakune. It is most well 
known for it’s 5 Arch Bridge that we walked across, but it looks better from the aerial view from 
the cable car going up to the castle.  
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Back down to earth, we saw the famous white snakes that are only native to the small region of 
Iwakune -no where else on the world! They are said to be messengers of Benzaiten -the 
goddess of Good Luck. They are actually designated as a National Treasure!!  
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We walked around the beautiful Kikko Park and admired the rose garden. Won’t try to put many 
of those pictures here -trying to finish this up in one email and figure I’m about out of pictures. I 
loaded them all on my Shutterfly page http://pamspicts.shutterfly.com if you want to look at them.  
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On the drive back to Hiroshima (about an hour north), we stopped at a Japanese Highway rest 
area. I was amazed! The bathrooms were immaculate (that was not the surprise -Japan is 
extremely clean & neat, practically no little at all) and had gorgeous arrangements of fresh 
flowers. That was the surprise! And they had machines that dispensed FREE hot tea! Can you 
imagine? That sure wouldn’t happen!! We noticed that Sumo was on and realized that it was the 
last 2 matches of the tournament so we sat down and watched. The match that should have 
been the last one resulted in a tie of 12 wins and 3 losses for the top two competitors, so there 
had to be a 13th match!!! And guess what????? The guy that I had my picture made with was 
one of the top 2!!! Unfortunately he didn’t win, but WOW! How about that??? I was actually 
standing next to the guy that came in #2 in the country!! Pretty cool!  

Anyway, we got back into town and took a few minutes to freshen up and headed to Grand 
Prince Hotel. We ate  
in the Chinese Restaurant on the top with a magnificent view of Hiroshima!!! It is actually on a  



 78 

 

separate island from the mainland. We carried our laptop and shared pictures & videos with Fumi 
& Toshiko after dinner. Trying to encourage them to come visit us in Mesa!! They will attend 
Nationals & ICBDA this year, but since we’re not going to either of them, we’ll not see them 
there!!! Phooey!  
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Funniest thing happened on the way out of the hotel. Hang with me, I have to give you a little 
background! In the hotels here that have the Japanese style community baths, you are given a 
kimono to wear (men & women) and allowed to go anywhere in the hotel in it. You can go to 
dinner in your Kimono or whatever. Anyway, it was quite late when we were leaving, about 
9:30pm and as we were going down in the elevator, we stopped at a mid floor. A gentleman was 
standing waiting to get on the elevator and when the doors opened, and we were there looking at 
him, he doubled over and nearly fell to the ground. He was obviously heading to the baths and 
thought it was late enough that no one would be around! His kimono was hanging open and he 
just freaked. He was wearing shorts or swim trunks or something (thank goodness), but he was 
horrified that we were seeing him! He did get in and went down one floor with us to the baths, but 
he stayed all bent over and was laughing and carrying on! It was hilarious!!!  

Soooo, that was our wonderful day in Hiroshima! It was a marvelous time!! Such a 
wonderful city and great memories!  

Enough for this one! More later!!  

Lots of love,  
 

George & Pamela  
*********************************************************************************  
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Subj:  Japan Journey #6 -Hiroshima to Kyoto  
Date:  5/24/2012  
 
Good Evening Family & Friends!!  

It’s getting late, but thought I’d do a quick one to share our last little bit in Hiroshima and then our 
arrival in Kyoto. Since most of the day was spent on the train, there’s not a whole lot of pictures! 
However, it was much clearer when we got up on Monday morning, so we had a beautiful view of 
the Soto Mountain Inland sea with all the islands in view. However, WE TOTALLY MISSED THE 
ECLIPSE!! We had been told that there would be a full eclipse, but not the time and it wasn’t until 
we saw the headline picture on Tuesday morning with pictures that we realized we had missed 
it!!! We got up at 8am and the eclipse was at 7:30am or around there anyway. If we had known, 
we would have gotten up a little earlier, BUT, oh well! Looks like it was totally awesome! Anyway, 
since it was so clear, we realized that we had a view of Miyajima and that the Atomic Dome was 
practically right under our noses!  
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The other thing I wanted to share was the amazing toilets that they have here. This digital toilet 
has been in every bathroom since we’ve been here -hotels, public toilets, highway rest areas, 
etc. It has an automatic seat warmer, and water temperature adjustments for both a bidet and a 
spray! Howabout them apples???? Cool or what? Americans are just so behind the times!!!  
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We got a final picture with Fumi & Toshiko -one normal & one dance pose -sway to the left!!  
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What great fun!!!! On to the train station and we hopped on the bullet train to Kyoto. Had to 
change trains in Osaka for the short little leg to Kyoto. Unfortunately, when we got to the train 
station, we found that there had been some type of mechanical problem that had tied up the train 
line (most all trains use the same tracks, just timed to pass at stations with multiple tracks) and 
we were delayed leaving by 40 minutes. This is highly unusual for Japan. They are usually on 
time to the minute!! Anyway, Fumi & Toshiko sat with us and we finally got on our train (with the 
lunch they bought us while we were waiting!!!). Missed our connection in Osaka, but it was an 
easy fix to explain what happened and with the passes, we were issued new tickets and hurried 
to the departing track. Luckily we looked at the tickets a little closer while we were standing in 
line and realized she had given us tickets back to Hiroshima!!!!! While we enjoyed our time there, 
it was not in the plans to return this soon!!!!!! We hurried back to the ticket counter and started 
trying to explain. Luckily for us, a young business man heard us and offered his excellent English 
to explain to the girl what had happened. Took us another half hour or so, but we finally arrived in 
Kyoto and another set of dancing friends met us there!!! We used Nobuko’s cell phone that she 
loaned us to call Takao & Harue and let them know what train & car we were on. They were 
there to meet us in no time & whisked us off to our hotel which happened to be in the train station 
itself! Kyoto Train Station is HUGE!! It’s like a city unto itself! It has an enormous shopping mall in 
it, but more on that later, I’m getting ahead of myself!!  

Our first views of Kyoto from our hotel window. It was the 12th floor, facing south. If you could 
blow up the photo and knew what you were looking for, you could note all the temples & shrines 
you can see in the picture! This is a wonderful city!! You could stay here a month and not see all 
the gorgeous temples & shrines!!  
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This is the Kyoto Tower -symbol of Kyoto! Actually a hotel, but the residents love it and you can 
see it from all over the city. Our hotel room faced the opposite direction. But we were at the end 
of a long long long hallway (got our exercise walking to/from the elevator!!) and there were 
picture windows ever 4 rooms looking in both directions. 

 

We met Takao & Harue downstairs about 5pm, an hour later than we were originally planning to 
meet, so we only had time for one shrine, Heian Shrine & Garden. It was a lovely choice to start. 
We walked around the garden and it just totally relaxed us!  
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Well AOL has done something weird and won’t let me add anymore pictures, so I’ll just stop here. 
They actually took us to an unbelieveable restaurant on the river for dinner and we sat outside on 
mats. I have pictures, so I’m going to wait until later to finish this description!!! Now it’s late and I 
need to get some sleep!!!  

Sure miss you all and wish you were here to see all these incredible sights and enjoy this 
wonderful people with us!!!!  

Lots of love,  

George & Pamela  
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Subj:  Japanese Journey #7 -Kyoto  
Date:  5/25/2012  
 
Good Evening Everyone,  

Today was a lovely day, but I’m 4 days behind in my travelogues, so can’t jump ahead!!!  

Actually I want to start with Miyajima’s Famous gate. Fumiyaki and Toshiko gave us some 
postcards of the Island and one shows what we were supposed to have seen if it wasn’t under 
construction. So here is the O-Torii the way it should have looked at high tide.  

 

 
Guess we’ll have to go back to see it the way it’s supposed to look!!!  

Okay, now I’ll continue where I left off with our first dinner in Kyoto with Takao & Harue. It was in 
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the Gion district which is known for it’s evening entertainment and fine restaurants along the 
river. We had steak and it was fantastic!! Sooooooo tender. Of course the appetizers were not 
really recognizable and in general it’s better not to ask!! But I have to admit that the orange disc 
on the blue dish was really very tasty. It was eel. Yum. That’s RAW eel!! Yes, I ate it and it was 
really tasty. But the steak (cooked!!!) was better! The Japanese cuisine is just so varied and the 
presentation is amazing. This meal was call "yata" because we sat on the plastic woven mats on 
pillows. The same mats that are used in the Tatami rooms to sleep on the futons.  
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The next morning we started at the very civilized time of 10am. We had a breakfast buffet at the 
hotel. We’ve found that most everything is very good, however there are some problems. 
Although they generally serve hard boiled eggs for breakfast (and that’s what I go for), George 
usually tries for scrambled eggs or omelets. For some reason these are generally not really 
cooked. The scrambled eggs are a runny mush and the omelets are cooked on the outside, but 
totally raw inside, almost like over easy, but the whites are not even done. George has tried 
special ordering them and it’s a big fight. He has to hand them back over and over. They just do 
not want to cook the eggs!!! The coffee is generally way too strong for us (like espresso) and I’ve 
found that I generally don’t like the teas. They are a very different flavor that we are used to and I 
just can’t seem to develop a taste for them. I really miss my caffeine in the mornings! They have 
green tea and something called "roasted" tea in the rooms. The green tea is very mild and I’m 
assuming has no caffeine and the roasted tea is just not for me. I’ve tried it at 3 different hotels 
now and just don’t like it. I’ll have to start drinking hot water like the Goss’s!!! Otherwise, the food 
here is really good. The dinner buffets are an amazing mix of Western and Japanese cuisine. 
We’ve found that we both really love eating with chopsticks. I’m actually planning on buying some 
for us to take back. We’ll try to eat with them at home some too! Anyway, back to the pictures! 
We met Takao & Harue in our lobby at 10am and headed straight out to the Regular Tour Bus 
station for our first tour. It was a half day tour and included 3 Temples. The first was Kinkaku-ji 
Temple. The formal name is Rokuon-ji and is one of the most famous in Kyoto. It is on the World 
Heritage list. It is easily recognizable because of it’s fabulous gold "kinkaku" (reliquary hall). The 
shogun who built this Zen Buddhist Temple acquired the land in 1397!!! Can you believe it! 
History that goes that far back!! Wow!!! That’s really gold tin foil!!  
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It also has a beautiful garden (named Jodo-teien) and we walked all around it. George even 
followed Takao’s lead and tried to toss some yen in one of the small shrines for good luck. 
Neither of them hit the cup, so guess the only good luck would be for the monk’s picking up the 
money!!  
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Hakao invited us to do the tea ceremony and I almost totally missed it when I ran to the toilet!! I 
just had time to take my shoes off and kneel at the tea bowl and drink it down before running to 
the bus! (I think George got a picture on his cellphone, but he hasn’t shared them with me!!!) 
They gave me my sweet to go!! It was sure beautiful though, even the cake had gold 
decorations!  

 
The next temple was Ginkaku-ji Temple. It is at the foot of Higashiyama and is also on the World 
Heritage list. It was built in 1482 as a mountain villa. It is a theory that they originally intended to 
make it silver to compare with the gold one, but they ran out of money!! It’s still amazing!! 
Especially the gardens! You enter through these amazing hedges!! They are made of stones, 
bamboos, & camelias. Impressive!  
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Then you get to the beautifully sculpted gardens. We ran into some school children who asked to 

be photographed with us! How sweet!  
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