
Australia/New Zealand Adventure – Apr/May/Jun 
2000! 
 
 

Friday, April 7, 2000  Hobart, Tasmania Day 1 
 
Flights uneventful yesterday.  Really close connections.  We were worried because the flight into 
Sydney was 30 minutes late, but flew through Immigration & Customs & the the bag was ready to 
recheck.  Weather was beautiful when we landed in Hobart.  George drove like he’d been a left 
side driver all his life!!  Straight shot into town & the hotel Lenna was easy to find.  Temp was 
18°C(about 65°F).  We checked into the hotel, took a shower & I found a discrepancy on our 
itinerary & called The Tour Co.  Ended up getting 2 nights in Freycinet!  Perfect. 
 
Headed out for a walk & walked up to the wharf, to Elizabeth Mall (Liverpool St), down to 
Harrington & back.  Found an Internet Coffee shop – pd. $2 Australian to send emails.  Went to 
Irish Murphy’s to sample the local flavor.  Met 2 young men, Andrew & ??.  They were locals from 
Hobart & very friendly.  Talked awhile & then hopped on their Harley’s!  They were wearing 
helmets & chains.  Back at the hotel – tried to eat at Alexanders in our hotel – but it was full.  Ate in 
the bar (my Caesar salad had anchovies!!  Yuck!!) & then back to the room.  Watched Cricket!! & 
then to bed!!! 
 
Saturday, April 8, 2000  Hobart to Freycinet, Tasmania Day 2 
 
Headed out about 9:00 & walked up & down the Salamanca Market.  Really interesting.  Some 
neat stuff like “fruit leather.”  Pureed fruit dried in a dehydrator.  Hummm???  George bought a 
crushable Aussie hat.  Even saw some 45’s!  Had lots of fruits & veges too.  Probably 200 stalls. 



  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Took off for Port Arthur.  Gorgeous weather.  Uneventful drive to Port Arthur.  Missed the turnoff for 
the Blowhole.  Not used to the signs.  Enjoyed walking around the prison complex.  Also took a 
short harbor cruise.  The buildings were pretty interesting.  Took the walking tour with a guide to 
get a lot of the background.  Must have been pretty horrible originally.   
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 
Long drive on to Freycinet NP.  Got there before dark, but just barely.  Asked for a spa cabin 
thinking it was an upgrade.  Turned out to be a cheaper cabin!!  Who knows what it should have 
been.  The spa cabin was nice. 
 
Had a nice steak dinner at the restaurant.  The manager & the waitress were very nice & friendly.  
Food was good.  Acorn squash on the side was very good.  Potatoes were like hash browns.  Odd. 
 
After dinner, walked back to the room & soaked in the spa.  Funny brown water – felt like stepping 
into creek water.  Like to drove George crazy with no phone or TV!!!! 
 
Sunday, April 9, 2000  Freycinet National Park, Tasmania Day 3 
 
Got a nice early start on a 10km hike “Wineglass Tishmus circuit”.  Had breakfast & were hiking 
from the carpark by 9:15am.  First up to the lookout!  Wow!!!  Several Aussies from Melbourne 
there when we got there.  Very friendly.  Then on down to the beach.  What wonderful sand-
glistening white!  Then across the Isthmus to Hazard Beach.  Such wonderful bird sounds.  So 
foreign.  The Hazard beach was quite gorgeous.  Such beautiful clear blue water.  Saw some neat 
shells & sponges.  Picked up a shell from the Wineglass & a bigger one from the Hazard.  Hope 
they don’t catch me!!  The hike from Hazard Beach back to the car park (5 ½ km) was really hot.  
And pesky flies!  Still beautiful thought – right along the coast.  Made it back to the hotel before 
2pm.  Went straight to the Bistro for a cold beer & to sign up for the 5pm wine tasting.  Then drove 
down to Coles Bay – over to Honeymoon Beach & back to the room to relax a bit. 

























 
 
 
The wine tasting was really neat except all the food was seafood – blah!!  Tried a Freycinet Oyster 
on the half shell – supposedly the best in the world!  Blah!!!  Then smoke salmon – Yuck!!  Then 
salmon & cream cheese roll – too much - & finished with a muscle!  Yuck!!!  Headed to the 
restaurant & enjoyed lamb!!!  Also saw a cute possum on the porche.  Walked around looking for a 
wallaby – no luck!! 
 
Monday, April 10, 2000  Freycinet to Launceston, Tasmania Day 4 
   
Got another early start.  Actually out of the room before 8am!!!  Checked out & had a nice 
breakfast.  Stopped just north of Bicheno to take the short walk to the Douglas Apsley Gorge.  5km 
drive in on a dirt road!  George loved that!!  Back on the road – next stop was to get a closer look 
at some black swans.  Then a quick stop at Pub in a Paddock for morning tea!  Checked out Slop 
the Beer drinking pig, but didn’t contribute to his drunkedness!  Boy, the roads are sooooo narrow 
& winding!  Looked rainy for a while, but by the time we got to Launceston – it was gorgeous again.  
Found our hotel (by the way – checked out the Anchor Wheel in St Helens that we skipped and it 
looked pretty sad!  Glad we skipped it!  The Penny Royal Windmill is pretty odd.  At least it has a 
TV and was very close to the Cateract Gorge.  Nice walk to there & finally saw a wallaby (alive that 
is – counting about 100 to 2 – Road kill winning!).  Saw some gorgeous huge parrots in the trees 
around the gorge.  Also some pretty sad peacocks with no tails.  Hotel recommended a meal at 
Francos.  Walked down & found it – then back to carry a bottle of Pinot.  Franco cooked & served 



us.  Lasagna to die for!!     He was from around Naples & had worked on a cruise ship to Alaska.  
Checked out the night lights at the Gorge.  Very pretty.  
 













 
 
Tuesday, April 11, 2000  Launceston to Cradle Mountain, Tasmania Day 5 
 
Got an early start, but found an internet machine & spent a half hour checking & sending email.  
Got lots of junk.  Wanted to go to Maakoopa Cave, but would have had to wait for an hour and a 
half, so went on to Soloman Cave.  Half hour tour.  Was interesting – a dry cave like Carlsbad, but 
it seemed to have more color.  It was really small though & very shallow.  Then on to Cradle Mtn.  
Stopped several times for scenic vies.  Got in about 12:30pm & check in wasn’t until 2pm, so went 
on to the Visitor’s Center & went on the Rain forest & Pencil Pine Falls walks.  Then back to check 
in.  Heard someone say it rained almost 360 days a year here & we got lucky enough to have 
beautiful blue skies and mid 60’s temp.  Took the 2 hour hike around Dove lake.  What incredible 
views of Cradle Mountain.  Saw some salamanders, but that’s it.  Took the Enchanted Walk and 
saw lots of wallabies.  Had a supposed “meat pie” for dinner.  Bowl of stew meat with a pastry roll 
on top & surrounded by vege’s.  Quite good.  Spoke to some neat feople from Perth (originally 
Wales & Great Britain) and also Geelong.  Tried to find some varmints by walking Enchanted Trail 
with a flashlight, but no luck.  Saw one animal, assume it was a possum.  Came back & had a fire 
in the cabin stove.  Very romantic! 
 



































 
 



















 
 
Wednesday, April 12, 2000  Cradle Mountain to Strahan, Tasmania Day 6 
 
Didn’t see the line of animals lined up two by two.  Darn!!!  Had yogurt in the room & was on the 
road by 8:30am.  Only made one viewpoint stop & got to Strahan by 10:30am.  Still too late for a 
cruise on the Gordon River.  Too early to check in though.  Wandered down to harbor road & went 
in Wilderness Tours.  Booked a 2pm scenic flight.  Walked to Forecoast Track while waiting for our 
room.  Made it all the way to Regatta Point.  Bought some wine at the bottle shop & walked back 
into town.  Also had a marvelous snack at the Bake Shop.  Checked in our room & headed to our 
flight.  Our pilot was Bob & we flew 1 hour & 20 minutes in a Cessna 185.  Took off on the bay & 
flew over Hell’s Gate.  I had heard it was called that due to the turbulent waters, but Bob said it 
was because it was the Gate to Hell due to the entrance to the Sarah Island penal colony.  Flew 
down the inlet past where the cruise ships turn around at the Horseshoe Bend and on to the 
junction of the Franklin & Gordon Rivers.  Landed & walked to St John’s Falls.  Saw Frenchman’s 
Cap on the way back.  Very exciting flight.  Hiked to Hogarth Falls & drove to Swan’s Basin & up to 
the lookout.  Watched the sunset on the way back.  Had a marvelous pizza at the Bake Shop & 
then spent the evening doing the laundry.  Strangely enough the 2 girls on our flight with us were 
from Hawaii!!  Pretty funny!  
 























































 
 
Thursday, April 13, 2000  Strahan via Lake St Clair to Hobart, Tasmania Day 7 
 
Had a marvelous breakfast at the Bake Shop.  A cuppa (expresso) that really revved us up!!  Had 
a beautiful drive through Queenstown and on to gorgeous Lake St Clair.  Walked around there a 
bit & then back on the road.  A little exciting when it seemed we were going to run out of gas, but 
found a little station at Tarraleah.  *Note:  the roadside mailboxes throughout Tassie have been 
hilarious: plastic milk jugs, PVC pipe, metal milkcans, boxes, really strange!!!  Stopped at 
Bonorong Wildlife center and were just in time for the feedings.  It was marvelous!  First feeding 
was the Tasmanian Devils.  Boy am I glad we didn’t run into them in the wild!!  Really mean & such 
strong jaws!  Had a female in heat & they had taken the male away from her cause they said she’d 
just eat him when she was done!!!  Then fed an Euclid, 2 different kinds of Native cats (Qualls) and 
then up to see and pet a young Tasmanian Devil that was raised there.  Then petted Banjo, one of 
the 9 Koalas there.  He was quite large.  Then over to the Wombats.  Kangaroos and Wallabies 
were everywhere.  They let you feed them by hand.  Also cockatoos, Kookaburros, emu’s & Sea 
Eagles.  Truly a marvelous find!!  Had a ball!  Back to check in at the Lenna.  Had a beer unthe 
“syrup sign” in Salamacca square, then walked over to the Drunken Admiral & had shrimp, scallops 
& George had a Fisherman’s basket.  Good ending to a week on Tassie!!!  
 



































































 
 
 
Friday, April 14, 2000  Hobart – Sydney – Mollymook Day 8 
 
Raining today in Hobart!  Time to go!  Got gas & stopped at a bakery for breakfast.  Had Raspberry 
shortcake w/cream & a “long black.”  Yum Yum!  Bot oh too sweet!  Uneventful airplane ride to 
Mebourne, then on to Sydney.  Gracie was at the gate to meet us & Stan was down at the 
baggage claim.  Great to see them!  Got our rental car – Ford Falcon again although this one 
seems sluggish.  Boy are the roads better though.  Still not exactly an interstate – drove through 
several small towns, but wider and much straighter.  We all talked non-stop about our adventures.  
They had been to most of the places we had on Tassie.  Fun sharing experiences. 
 
We were concerned about finding a hotel because they had heard it was Easter or Spring break.  
The guy at the Bottle shop said next weekend was going to be the wild one.  We had stopped at 
the Bottle shop in Milton & drove on a few km & stopped for the night at the Seaspray.  On 100 
meters from the beach with views & we can hear the surf.  Walked over & gained temporary 
membership at the Mollymook Golf club for dinner.  Had a nice dinner then back to the rooms & 
drank a glass of wine & shared more stories.  A bit warm & humid, but great fun. 
 
Saturday, April 15, 2000  Mollymook to Sale Day 9 
 



 Beautiful start to the day.  Peeked out the curtains about 6:15am & saw a pretty pink sky!  A pair 
of green rosellos were on the stairs as we left.  Walked down to the beach & went up the beach a 
ways.  Had breakfast down the road at Bateman’s Bay.  Another little town on the beach.  Made 
another stop at Central Tilba – supposedly the “prettiest town in Australia.”  Bought a quarter ring 
of cheese at the Cheese Factory.  Drove on across the border into Victoria.  Stopped in Genoa for 
gas & afternoon tea.  We drove past the tiny town, then had to U-turn to go back.  The owner of the 
little shop said we deserved a reward for coming back to the “OBar” and gave us 2 fresh baked 
wheat rolls.  They were scrumptious!  Also had homemade soup.  Oops!  Out of order, we missed 
a turn in Bega & took the tourist route up to Mirambulla & Pambula.  Oh well!  Stopped in Oboost 
at the Visitor Center.  Gracie is determined to get to Wilson’s Promontory so we drove past Lakes 
Entrance.  It really looked pretty.  Sure hope we can find a place there!  The visitor Center called 
the NP & confirmed it is full.  We made it to Sale and stopped at the Flag King’s Hotel.  Supposedly 
4 star & $122.  Blah!!  Heade to the Bottle Store, we bought champagne for Stan & Gracie’s 25th 
Anniversary tomorrow night.  Bought a couple of pizza’s at Raglan’s & headed back to the rooms 
to watch “Sahara.” 
 













 
 
 
  
Sunday, April 16, 2000  Sale to Yanakie Day 10 
 
On the road before 8am & ate Central Tilba Vintage cheese & yesterday’s fresh wheat bread from 
Genoa.  Not too bad, but dry.  Stopped twice to sight see.  Once at Port Alberta, quite a little town 
& then at Port Welshpool, we walked out on a long long dock & watched the fishermen.  Called & 
verified we could stay at the Yanakie & drove straight through.  Yanikie House is a gorgeous B&B.  
Lots of light wood.  John & Mary O’Shea were quite friendly & gracious.  We headed straight out to 
Wilson’s Promontory & all the way down to Tidal River.  Looked around the visitor Center & then 
took the shuttle to the Mt Oberon overlook.  Made the hike in two hours (return) & the view was 
incredible.  Too windy, but very clear & the beaches looked beautiful.   
 
Headed over to Squeaky Beach & Gracie & I took our shoes & socks off to make the sand squeak.  
Great fun.  Even went to the water’s edge & waded in the Tasman Sea.  The sky was clear & the 
water cool.  Hiked a short way down Lilly Dilly Board walk, but couldn’t find any Koala’s.  On the 
drive back to Yanakie House, we saw 2 wombats & a couple of Roos.  Had wine before dinner & 
then champagne to celebrate Stan & Gracie’s 25th Anniversary.  Had a fabulous pumpkin soup & 
lamb rack for dinner, then Passion fruit cheese cake.  Had Irish Coffee afterwards & enjoyed a nice 
long chat with John.  About 10pm, the Stanley’s went to bed & we went “Varmint Hunting” with no 
success.  The moon was incredibly bright. 





 

























 
 
Monday, April 17, 2000  Yanakie to Cowes (Phillip’s Island) Day 11 
 
After a nice breakfast & chat with John & Mary, we headed back to Wilson’s Prom.  It was raining 
off & on, but we hiked down to Miller’s Landing.  Saw several Roos & Wallabies.  Also lots of 
wombat scat!  It only drizzled on us once.  Not too bad at all.  The tide was up so we couldn’t walk 
out very far, but we saw the mangroves and lots of Black Swans.  Uneventful drive to Phillip’s 
Island.  Went on to the Penguin Visitor Center, bought our tickets & checked it out.  They have 
burrows just outside the building that you can look down into & see the little moulting “Fairy 
Penguins.”  Really cute.  Drove out to the Nobbies and walked around.  It was cold & wet, but still 
beautiful. 
 
Drove over to our B&B, Genestra House, Sam & Jean were our hosts.  The gardens were 
marvelous.  Old historic home.  Quite beautiful.  Walked down the Esplanade & had an early meal 
at the Clock Café.”  After a bit of regrouping at our room, it was time to head to the Penguin 
Parade.  They were due at 6:30pm & sure enough, at 6:25, the first group appeared on the beach.  
It was like magic – their black backs kept them invisible & then they would stand up & “APPEAR!!”  
They would hesitate, sometimes run back to the water, but eventually waddle all the way across 
the beach, up the grassy inclines to their burrows.  After enjoying their antics for quite some time, 
we headed back to an evening visiting with Stan & Grace. 
 
 



 
 

 















 
 
Tuesday, April 18, 2000  Cowes to Melbourne Day 12 
 
Headed straight into Melbourne after stopping at the bank.  Gracie wanted to look at souvenirs, but 
the shop didn’t open until 10:00am.  On the road a few minutes before.  Easy drive into Melbourne.  
A bit confusing as we hit the Central City, but we made it without a problem to the Apartment 
Towers.  Couldn’t check in until 1:30pm, so we left our bags, parked in the car & walked to the 
Cricketeer’s Pub to relax & wait.  Had the bartender give us a quick lesson in Cricket. The other 
patrons got involved too! That was fun.  Back to the room & got settled in.  I did laundry & Grace 
repaced while the guys went to the Bottle Shop.  We headed out about 3:00pm & walked through 
Chinatown to the mall on Swanstow & then over to the Rialto Towers.  Stan & I led them a merry 
chase before finally getting the directions right.  Oh well!  We eventually got there & hadn’t gone 
out of the way!!  The view from the 55th floor was awesome.  Walked all around the observation 
deck & listened to the zoom in Guided Tours.  Back out on the streets, we stopped in a couple of 
souvenir shops for post cards & Grace looked for Opals.  Found the Orchids Gardens & had a nice 
Chinese dinner.  Chinatown was interesting after dark.  Quite a lot of activity and lights.  Did some 
grocery shopping & I finished laundry.  Stan’s neck was hurting & Gracie had gas.  They headed to 
bed early. 
 





 
 
Wednesday, April 19, 2000  Melbourne Day 13 
 
Leisurely morning getting ready to go out.  Headed out to the zoo a little after 10am.  Took a tram 
& when we got confused, a girl spoke up & said she was going there & we could follow her!  Very 
nice Greek girl.  Really enjoyed the zoo.  Saw the 6 month old baby gorilla sleeping.  Found out 
later that she took her first steps in public about an hour later!  Oh well!!  The “platapussery” (a real 
title!!) was very interesting.  Very dark room with a glass walled tank and after our eyes adjusted, 
we watched 3 of them darting around.  Funny how your eyes adjust.  It was pitch black when first 
walking in and then you got to where you could see everything in the tank.  Saw lots of other 
animals & just walking was nice.  It was like a rainforest on the paths.  Also saw 2 baby red 
pandas.  All the usual also.  Had a really neat Butterfly House.  The butterflys would land all over 
us.  Great fun.  Had a retile house, frog house, & a huge bird aviary.  Made it back to the 
apartment & got ready for our Tram dinner.  That was fabulous.  We had Chicken liver pate, 
peppered kangaroo, we split the chicken & the Filet, had a cheese tray & apple cinnamon crepe & 
chocolates with the coffee.  Also lots of champagne, wine, & liquor.  It was just wonderful having 
our gourmet meal while traversing the scenery.  George enjoyed it the most of anything we had 
done.  It was really wonderful – especially with Stan & Grace!! 
 











 
 

 
 



Thursday, April 20, 2000  Melbourne to Geelong Day 14 
 
Called Mom this morning.  Nice to speak to Mom & Dad.  Got on the road to Geelong a little after 
10am.  Easy getting out of Melbourne…thank goodness the taxi driver from last night gave us 
directions and it worked!  Stopped at the Info bldg. on the edge of Geelong & picker up a thousand 
brochures.  Got to the Sundowner Chain Motel & got checked in.  Boy, did that start some crap.  It 
was a horrible place!!!  Carpet torn, upholstery torn on the chairs, dirty kitchen.  Ended up calling 
Quantas Vacations and after lots of time & harassment, they canceled our reservation & we moved 
to the All Season Ambassador Hotel.  We’ll probably get charged for one night, but it was worth it.  
It was really crappy!!!! 
 
The Ambassador is pretty good.  The comparison makes it great.  Headed out to the Mexican 
Graffiti.  Not too bad.  Back at the Hotel, we got ready & headed to the college.  We’d got the 
program & checked in earlier.  George cued the second set.  We met Tim & Nana Eum.  They are 
young & cute.  I danced with Tim while George cued.  Nice enough dancer.  Kinda hoakie, 
bounces a bit.  They dance with Irv & Betty Easterday.  Lots of squares at this place.  They do 9 
squares before doing 2 rounds.  The callers were fun.  Also met Pat & Norm Sanders and Paula & 
Warwick Armstrong.  The Stewarts’s son.  Told him we’d dance with his parents & he’ll pass it on.  
Left about 10pm.  Back in time for a glass of wine. 
 
Friday, April 21, 2000  Geelong (Bellarine Pem Drive) Day 15 
 
Nothing going on, but meetings at the Convention, so we took off to do a little sightseeing.  First 
over to Barwon Heads!  It started to rain, so we didn’t get out of the car.  Cute little town.  Then 
over to Ocean Grove.  Stopped in Pt Lordsdale to look at “The Rip.”  Amazing that all the water 
traffic to Melbourne has to make it thru that.  Gracie & I walked to the lighthouse.  Really a cold 
wind blowing.  Then on to Queenscliff.  There was an outside fair going on.  Lots of seafood 
booths.  It was before noon, so none of us were hungry, but as we started to leave, we saw a 
seafood store & Gracie bought a crayfish ($23) & ate it in the parking lot.  We walked out on the 
dock, but the wind was just really gusting a hurricane.  Drove on to St Leonard’s Indented Heads & 
Port Arlington. 
 
Back at Geelong, we drove to the water & had dinner at Le Parisian.  It was great & the view of the 
harbor was beautiful.  Got to the dance & enjoyed the pre-rounds & then danced the first set of 
squares with Stan & Grace.  Watched the Grand Opening Ceremonies.  Had a young girl dance 
troup that performed.  They were quite good.  As they ran off the floor, one little girl’s skirt & pants 
fell down & she waddled off with her little bare bottom shining!  Too funny!!  Then 2 more rounds & 
we were out of there.  Back to the hotel for wine & movies with Stan & Grace.  Gracie had cut up 
pears & kiwi for a treat! 
 







 
 
Saturday, April 22, 2000  Geelong (Rounds Day) Day 16 
 
The Intro to Bolero (taught Ginny Come) was in the other hall.  It was a very sticky floor.  At first 
Tim & Nana didn’t have a remote & were trying to teach with a hand held mic.  They were really 
struggling.  They did a great job on the teach.  After the break, someone gave them a remote.  
Made it much simpler.  When they finished the teach, Pat Saunders asked them to demo Maria 
Elena, but they said they didn’t have it memorized.  George ended up cueing for them.  That was 
nice.  Had a quick bite at the Red Rooster, then back to dance at the main hall.  There was a lot of 
dancing (3 hours worth) and they also had Showcases to vote on.  That is the way they add things 
to the master list for the National Convention.  Each state demo’s a dance & then they were 
danced by all.  First 3, then 2, then 2 more.  At the end, there was a vote.  Later in the afternoon, 
they announced a winner voted by the dancers & 2 winners voted by the cuers.  They were Pretty 
Bubbles Waltz & Try to Remember & ShBoom.  Stopped at Safeway & bought some food for the 
room, then rushed back to change for the evening dance.  Had the Pre-rounds & then we joined 
Stan & Grace, Nana & Tim Eum, Robin & John from Winnipeg, Canada to have an Overseas 
square for the Dressed Set Parade.  That was kinda fun.  We didn’t hang around after.  Headed 
back to the room for wine, cheese, crackers & movies. 
 
Sunday, April 23, 2000  Geelong (Happy Easter) Day 17 
 



Got up & did some straightening & laundry.  George did some cueing practice & got all the dances 
listed from his discs.  Gracie kinda wanted to go do the Advanced squares, but the rest of us 
vetoed it.  Stan’s head was hurting.  We just didn’t feel like square dancing.  After hanging around 
all day, we headed out to eat at the Lonestar Restaurant.  It was amazingly like back in the states.  
But no peanut shells on the floor.  We all had filets except Gracie, she had ribs.  They served 
salads, even with honey mustard dressing!  And regular baked potatoes!  Went on to the dance.  
Got there a little early and set up some other places to dance!  Pat Pendegast in Perth, Nan & 
Sam Sapuppo in Caines.  Should be great fun!  Danced the pre-rounds.  Nana & Tim Eum cued, 
also Santos (who’s daughter had a baby boy on Easter!).  Both Nana & Tim were very nervous for 
some reason & didn’t cue very well.  George cued “My Cup Runneth Over” (Ray & Virginia Walz).  
He did fine.  I danced with Tim.  We danced the first square & then got in line with men on one side 
& women on the other, called General Round up.  I ended up dancing with 6 women, a little boy & 
1 man.  He had dragged me out of line so that we could dance.  Came home after that & watched 
“First Knight” with Richard Gere. 
  
Monday, April 24, 2000  Geelong Day 18 
 
Slept in late again.  Did another load of laundry.  Never ending job.  Went down to the hotel café & 
had lunch.  Had a really good bowl of vegetables.  That made it time to quickly get ready for the 
afternoon rounds session.  They did real quick teaches  on 5 “experimental” rounds.  On was 
“Sway 4 Me.”  Paula & Warwick taught it.  They were by far the most professional.  Most were 
taught by the cuer on stage, directing the couple who had shown the dance.  Ray Deamer tried to 
use a remote, but it was obvious that he hadn’t done it much before.  Seems things are about 20 
years behind out here.  George danced “Cecilia,” a cute little Samba with Thelma McCue.  Worked 
on the plan to meet her in a couple of days.  Talked to Ella from Melbourne a bit.  She was 
apologizing for George not getting to cue more.  Headed back to the hotel & had a beer with Stan 
& Gracie.  Then back to the dance.  Danced Pre-rounds & 2 square sessions.  Danced one in front 
with Warwick & Paula.  That was lots of fun.  Met Lynn & Ed from Sydney and made plans to 
dance with them when we get there.  They had us go in a Squash court with Tim & Nana and 
make an educational tape from them.  Wanted our Stop & Go & several other figures.  Hope it’s 
some help.  Ray Deamer and Pam gave us a clock from the festival.  Tim & Nana had an extra & 
gave it to Stan & Grace.  It was a fun festival. 
 





 
 
Tuesday, April 25, 2000  Geelong to Mount Gambier (The Great Ocean Road) Day 19 
 
 Tried to get an early start.  Made it on the road by 9:15am.  Not too bad.  Said “bye “ to Stan & 
Grace.  Had a good time with them, but happy to be alone with George again.  I felt sick at my 
stomach for a while, but it went away.  The day was gorgeous.  Not a cloud in the sky and low 
60’s.  The ocean views were just fabulous.  Walked down to the beach on the Gibson Stairs.  Then 
stopped & walked around the boardwalks at the 12 Apostles.  Said they used to be called “the Sow 
& Piglets,” but supposed they changed the name to make it more dignified!  Stopped at Loch Ard 
Gorge for some pictures.  Apparently there was a bad ship wreck there. 
 
Stopped in Port Campbell & had a so called “hamburger.”  Must have been soy or something.  We 
ate it all though.  We stopped at the Arch and talked to a couple from Brisbane.  Moved on to 
London Bridge & talked to them again.  They gave us a card & said to give them a call.  That was 
awfully nice.  Decided it was late, so we didn’t stop at the Grotto.  Took a little short cut across to 
Heywood & that saved a little time.  Uneventful drive on into Mount Gambier.  Stopped at the Info 
Bldg & got directions to the Motel & a restaurant guide.  The motel is so so.  Not impressed with 
Flag properties.  Had a great supper at Pizza Hut.  Ate way too much. 
 























 
 
Wednesday, April 26, 2000  Mt Gambier to Adelaide Day 20 
 
Left the hotel a little after 8am & drove to the Blue Lake.  Ho Hum!  It was very small & didn’t look 
too impressive.  Drove around it & stopped at one other viewpoint.  Still not impressed.  We 
stopped at a little grocery on the way out of town & bought a cinnamon roll & apple turnover.  With 
that substantial breakfast, we hit the road.  Took A1 to Millicent & then Alt 1 to the coast & drove 
through Beachport & Robe.  Drove around Robe & got some pictures.  Pretty small town.  On 
through Kingston & back on A1.  Drove along the Coolough NP.  It was supposed to be a marsh 
land, but apparently there has been a drought because everything was totally dry.  Still saw a 
couple of dead kangaroos!  Stopped in Meningie (pop 1000) & bought a sandwich.  Ate it sitting on 
a bench looking at Lake Albert.  Beautiful Day.  Around 75°F (24°C).  The scenery as we got closer 
to Adelaide was really nice.  Pretty green rolling hills.  Got to the Hilton very easily.  Parking was a 
pain.  Called Thelma & arranged for them to pick us up tomorrow night.  Headed out walking.  
Stopped for a beer at “the Saloon.”  Walked through the Rumble Mall & down to the Royal Botanic 
Garden.  Couldn’t see the Conservatory, it was already closed, but wandered around, must be 
fabulous when all the flowers are blooming.  Walked back through the mall & over to the restaurant 
row.  Found the Hog’s Breathe Restaurant & George had prime rib and thought it was the best 
he’d ever had.  I had chicken & it was good.  Took a leisurely walk back to the Hilton & looked at 
Opals. 
 







 
 
Thursday, April 27, 2000  Adelaide Day 21 
 
Went to the Expresso Bar in the Central Market for breakfast.  Premium Stateliner picked us up 
about 9:10 & took us to the bus depot.  Headed out to the Barossa Valley.  The driver pointed out 
the Parliament Building & several other important places enroute.  First stop was the Whispering 
Wall which is actually a dam wall that forms a perfect sphere & you can talk at one side & 300m 
away on the other side, they hear you and can answer back.  It’s pretty amazing.  The day was 
gorgeous sunshing & 80°F.  Next stop was the Yaldora Winery.  We toured the cellars & Chateau 
and then had a nice lunch with wine tasting before & after.  Tried a really nice liquor called “the 
Merry Widow.”  It was somewhat like Kalua, only better.  Stopped at a lookout for a view of the 
valley.  Stopped at 2 other wineries & a fruit shop.  Then on to a little town to wander & have 
icecream.  Bought Mom a Mother’s Day card & mailed it.  Got home & changed .  Called Lynn in 
Sydney & Pat in Perth to confirm those other dances.  Les had canceled his dance and brought 
several couples.  Unfortunately Lynn Kenney was still in Geelong along w/several others of 
Thelma’s dancers.  George cued quite a bit & we demo’d a bunch.  The dance was supposed to 
have been over around 10pm, but no one would leave.  Finally about 10:40pm, Thelma just 
stopped cueing.  For the few left there, we demo’d Salsa Café, Patricia, & Knock Once.  We had 
demo’d Papillion for the ballroom dancers & it went well.  Tom & Thelma came up to our room & 
stayed until 1:45am!!  Sure had a great time! 
 







 
 
Friday, April 28, 2000  Adelaide to Perth Day 22 
 
Didn’t get up until 8:30am.  Called & said Hello to Mom & Dad.  Checked out at 11am.  Drove over 
to Glenelg & had a “Burger King.”  Walked out on the pier.  It was a little cloudy, but not too bad.  
Glad we didn’t stay in Genelg.  It was a really touristy beach town.  Kind dilapidated.  Uneventful 
airplane ride to Perth.  A little over 3 hours.  Watched Stuart Little on the movie.  It was cute.  Had 
a young girl sitting next to us.  Enjoyed sharing a laught with her.  She had grown up in Broken Hill 
& now lived south of Broome.  Interesting.  It was really bumpy landing.  High winds & really thick 
clouds. 
 
It was pouring down rain when we landed.  Took the city shuttle, thought we had special pick up 
service, think again!  Took forever to get to the hotel!!  Great hotel!  The phone was ringing when 
we opened the door.  It was Pat Pendergast.  She came & got us & we got to the dance just as 
Leslie & ? another cuer pulled up.  Had fun.  Not as much as with Thelma & Tom, but they gave us 
a small banner and window sticker & had snacks in our honor.  We demo’d Ginny Come and then 
Bolero de Carnevale.  They were very sweet.  Pat took us driving when the dance was over at 
11:30pm!!!  Went to King’s Park & got a nice picture of Perth’s city lights.  Long, long day!!!! 
 



 
 
Saturday, April 29, 2000  Perth (Rottnest Island) Day 23 
 
Supposed to be picked up at 8:20am & they called at 8:05.  Ran down stairs & the bus was gone, 
taking someone else!!!  We ran to the dock, but everything was okay.  The tour was absolutely 
magnificent.  The boat was great, had morning & afternoon tea with biscuits & a great buffet lunch.  
We had expected bad weather because of last night’s rain, but it was beautiful!  Beautiful blue 
skies & no wind.  Got pretty warm too.  We wore extra layer of clothes & that was good because it 
was cool under way.  Clouds would come & we thought there might be rain, but then it would clear 
up again.  Enjoyed the cruise up through Swan Bay.  Saw huge mansions on the bay.  Freemantle 
was pretty.  At first, we were surrounded by Asians, but luckily they got off in Freemantle.  Had a 
short walking tour, then on the bus.  Bruce was our guide, from Victoria & he was humerous & 
easy to understand.  The WA accent is kinda tough.  The normal place to spot Quakkas was 
abandoned, but we saw 2 on the road & got to give them water & leaves.  The scenery was 
absolutely stunning.  The West End was really pretty.  Walked after lunch & saw & fed more 
Quakka’s.  The cruise back was great too.  Found an internet site & got caught up with laundry!! 
 





























 
 
Sunday, April 30, 2000  Perth to Ayers Rock Day 24 
 
Had to get up at 3:30am to catch our flight at 6:10am.  Yuck!!  They had closed our street for the 
World Triathalon Races.  Wish we could have seen them.  Oh well!  Kinda a goat rope getting to 
the airport & then once there, it was a mad house, but we got to our flight & it was totally clear 
flying across.  Saw lots of muddy water.  Ayers Rock was on the wrong side for us to see, but a 
glimpse as we landed.  It was a gorgeous day, a little cool – mid 60’s with a breeze, but really clear 
blue skies.  We got checked in and walked around a bit.  You can see The Olgas & Uluru (Ayer’s 
Rock) from all around the Resort.  The Visitor’s Center has a very interesting display with great 
pictures, explanations, & stuffed animals.  Had a decent lunch.  George tried a hamburger again & 
got an soybean burger.  Blah!!  Then it was time for our tour.  First out to view the Olgas.  Then on 
to take a short walk around one of them.  Walked up a crevice.  Clors are gorgeous.  Then over to 
Ayer’s Rock to watch the sunset.  It definitely changes colors.  Kinda neat.  Huge amount of people 
showed up.  Probably 30 busses.  Some popping champagne.  Talked to a big group of Americans 
on a tour.  Glad we’re not traveling in a group like that.  Fun to talk to though.  Back to our room to 
relax.  Both of us tired from the late nights & early mornings lately. 
 





























 
 
Monday, May 1, 2000  Ayers Rock to King’s Canyon Day 25 
  
Geez.  Another early morning!  We elected to skip the Sunrise tour (leaving at 5:45am) and met 
the 6:45 bus.  Got out to the rock a little after 7am.  Fabulous blue sky & not much wind.  We 
started up & George carried on.  I got scared a little past “Chicken Rocks” and headed back down.  
Got some pictures from up there before heading back down.  Met up with a girl, Victoria, who had 
been sitting on the chicken rocks & we walked a bit.  Her husband was up walking too.  George 
came back down with a young couple from our bus that were from Tucson.  Disappointed that I 
was scared to try it, but just too steep to come down for me.  We took the same walk around I had 
w/Victoria & then by the time we got to the bus, one was full & we ended up on a tour with just 6 
people.  Made it very interesting.  Also troued the museum.  I bought a tshirt & a couple postcards.  
Had lunch at the bakery and back to wait for our bus.  Had the same bus driver as yesterday’s 
sunset tour, but the tour guide was Leigh (Leroy) and he was hilarious.  Talked non-stop about 
everything under the sun.  He took over the driving when we swapped busses.  It was hilarious 
when we started to drive off & he had left his gear on the other bus!  The drive was extremely 
green with a clear blue sky.  Said how unusual it was.  Already had twice the rain.  Stopped at a 
Cattle Station for a bit of a break.  Got to Kings Canyon & watched the sunset over the Gil Range 
& then had a great buffet dinner.  It’s a good life! 
 





















 
 
Tuesday, May 2, 2000  King’s Canyon to Alice Springs Day 26 
 
Another early start day.  The clock was wrong in the room, so actually got started 15 minutes 
before I had too!!  5:15am!  Made it down for breakfast before our wonderful walk up to Kings 
Canyon rim & around the top.  About 6k.  Leigh (called himself LEEE roy) took us backwards & it 
was great.  We had a gradual assent, 5k around the top with gorgeous views and then a steep 
descent but with steps.  It was a fantastic walk & Leroy was a fantastic tour guide.  Nonstop info & 
humorous.  The Garden of Eden was very pretty and the colors of the stones were interesting.  
The mountains would actually be white except for the red dust blown in from the Ayers Rock area.  
Very interesting.  It was cool to start, but got warmer.  We saw some mountain Kangaroos.  Didn’t 
even know anything like that existed.  Also saw some cute birds.  Didn’t see a Thorny Devil, too 
cool for them.  Back at the hotel, we checked out & had lunch.  Wandered for about 2 hours 
waiting for our bus.  Talked to a couple from NSW and an older couple from Victoria.  Also a girl 
from London, Helen.  Hopped on the bus & headed to Alice Springs.  They normally take a dirt 
loop, but it was closed due to the floods.  Back on Lassiter & Stuart.  Saw Buzzards (rare), Wedge 
tailed Eagles, Cockatoos & killed a couple of Ring neck parrots!  Oh well!  Checked in at 7 pm & 
ran to our room and left our bags.  A bit concerned about the patio doors, then ran to Sounds of 
Starlight Theatre & heard the digeridoo.  It was wonderful!!!  Alan was truly a genius.  Had a young 
boy joined at the end from the audience & was quite good.  A thoroughly great day!!! 
 





































 
 
Wednesday, May 3, 2000  Alice Springs to Darwin Day 27 
 
Felt nice to sleep in till 7:30am!!  Said that 7:30am felt like sleeping late!!  Called & talked to Phyl 
Stewart.  They have a dance on for Sunday afternoon.  That will be fun.  They want us to spend 
the night, but don’t think that will work.  We walked up to Anzac Hill for the view, even though it 
was really cloudy.  Then walked to Royal Fling Doctors, but decided not to wait for the next tour.  
We walked to the Panoramic Art Museum, already forgotten his name!!  The pictures were really 
good and the panorama was neat with lizards & spinifex grass blending into the picture.  Then lots 
of oils by him & watercolors by aborigines.  Also an Aborigine relic collection.   
Found this while transcribing this journal – apparently he died in 2006! 
Panorama gallery founder Guth dies 
Artist and founder of the Panorama Guth art gallery in Alice Springs, Henk Guth, has died following a battle with cancer. 
Mr Guth, aged 81, died in Melbourne on Sunday. 
Born in Holland, Mr Guth became part of the Underground during World War II before being captured and sent to a Nazi concentration 
camp. 
In the 1960s he came to Alice Springs, eventually turning a small art shop into one of Alice Springs' most familiar landmarks. 
The Panorama Guth, with its unusual castle-like appearance, houses several important Aboriginal artefacts and artworks. 
It still displays Mr Guth's 360 degree painting of the central Australian landscape, kept intact after he sold the gallery in April. 
It is understood the Territory Government has granted special permission for Mr Guth to be buried at Ormiston Gorge. 

 
Then it was time to head to the airport in the hotel shuttle.  Rode with Helen & the Dutch women.  
Helen had taken a balloon flight.  Sounded fun.  The flight was uneventful.  Cleared up just after 
leaving Alice Springs.  Watched interesting bush scernery below us.  Landed to sweltering heat & 
humidity.  Probably 32°C & really high humidity!  But the town is really neat!  Saville is a nice hotel 



but no laundry!!!  Arranged for it when we get back.  Went to the Museum to see Sweetheart, the 5 
meter croc & really enjoyed the whole museum & it was free!  The Maritime museum had several 
large boats in it.  That was cool.  Walked to the Aquascene & fed the fish & stingrays.  Met Jason & 
he gave us his fiancée’s uncles name & phone to call at Noosa.  Walked to Buzz’s & had a good 
dinner watching the Marina.  Saw lots of Navy!   Had a crazy one way mirror in the men’s bathroom 
that let them pee on the wall while looking at the customers!!  Too funny! 
 

 
 



 
 
Thursday, May 4, 2000  Darwin to Kakadu Day 28 
 
Called to check on our dancing in Cairns before we left.  Got phone# for the couple that will pick us 
up.  Got info for Katherine’s Gorge & hit the road.  Missed the turn & ended up in Palmerton, then 
got back on track.  Stopped at the Windows to the Wetland Visitor’s Center.  It was blah.  Went on 
to the Jumping Crocodiles.  That was fantastic!  We took a smaller boat, than normal & the tide 
was high, so we got to go down the Mirramerer Creek?  He hadn’t been down there in several 
days, so there were lots of hungry crocs.  Saw about a dozen.  One that jumped was about 5 
meters & missing a couple of legs!  One lying on the bank was 6 meters & weighing about a ton!  A 
few of the smaller ones almost jumped clear out of the water.  It was very exciting.  Also saw a 
water buffalo.  He said it was a young one.  Once had a small croc ready to jump and here came a 
larger one!  Got to see the young one act out in submissive behavior.  Too cool.  They also fed the 
kikes (hawks) flying for the scraps of pork.  Couldn’t find the Fogg Dam Bird Reservoir, so drove on 
to the park.  Stopped at Mamukala Wetlands, but not many birds since it’s still pretty wet & they are 
still spread out.  Part of it was still closed due to high water.  After we checked into the Croc Hotel, 
we walked over to the Bowali Visitor Center.  Nice walk over, but the flies are horrible.  Came back 
& tried to go to the grocery store, but it was closing.  Came back & stuffed ourselves at the hotel 
buffet.  Had Kangaroo rump!  Live music too! 
 





































 
 
Friday, May 5, 2000  Kakadu NP Day 29 
 
The birds woke us this morning with their screeching before taking off.  I think they were Crimson 
Rosellas.  We had buffet breakfast, then took off for our Yellow Waters Cruise.  It left right at 9am.  
We talked with a family from Melbourne during the cruise.  The teenage daughter reminded me of 
Laura Wood.  It was a beautiful cruise.  The guide said because we were in between the wet & the 
dry, we wouldn’t see large flocks of birds and we didn’t; however, we saw lots of singles & couples 
on nests.  White breasted Sea Eagles, black Cockatoos, Jabaru’s, Kikes (Whistling), regular 
cockatoos, & most exciting….2 crocodiles!  One of them we even saw twice.  Sigging under some 
trees with his mouth open “cooling his brain.”  It was a great morning.  We got stuck on some grass 
just before getting in & the guide took a bit getting us out of the muck.  We walked around the 
Cultural Center and then went to Nourlangie & looked at the Rock and some Aboriginal art sites.  
Beautiful scenery.  Also saw a big lizard.  Drove down to the start of the Anbongbong Billabong 
walk, but it was still under water.  Decided it was too hot & there were too many flies to do the 
lookout.  Came back and had a sandwiche, then did a little grocery shopping & went back to see 
the theater in the Jabiru Visitor Center.  Then drove down past the Jabiru turn off & to the Uranium 
mine.  Saw a dingo.  Took some scenery pictures.  Came back & relaxed.  We’ve been working too 
hard!!! 
 











































































 
 

 



 
 
Saturday, May 6, 2000  Kakadu NP to Katherine Day 30 
 
Early start, had breakfast in the room.  On the road by 7:30am.  Stopped once for a picture of 
George and a termite mound!!  Simply amazing how big the mounds are!!!  Saw a Jabiru really 
close to the road, but going too fast to stop.  Then never saw another one.  Hadn’t realized how 
much color they have on their heads.  A really pretty bird.  So big too!  Made it to Katherine just 
before 10:30am.  The hotel let us check in early.  Oh yes, we saw a snake slither across in front of 
our car – it was yellow and then we also saw a lizard that was almost a meter long!!  Our hotel 
room is pretty poor, but clean.  Immediately headed out to the gorge.  We had lunch at the visitor’s 
Center.  Wandered around.  Mostly Aboriginal info.  Some birds & animal stuff.  Took a walk to an 
overlook.  Quite steep & we got pretty hot.  By the time we got down, it was time to get on the boat.  
The scenery was quite beautiful.  Also nice and cool on the boat.  We saw 2 “Freshies!”  One was 
less than a meter long, but the other was almost 3 meters.  We also saw a huge Water monitor & 
later a small one that we got very close to.  We stopped at 2 waterfalls and most folks swam.  Both 
were quite pretty.  A really slow & relaxing cruise!  We came back into town and had Pizza at 
Popeyes!  Walked around town until dark.  Lots of drunks on the streets.  Sure sad.  Read about 
their huge flooding in 1998. 
 









 
 























































































































 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, May 7, 2000  Katherine to Darwin Day 31 
 
On the road a little before 7:30am again.  Saw a little grey Kangaroo as we left town.  Also several 
black cockatoo’s.  Drove straight thru to Litchfield with only a quick potty break in Adelide River.  
Turned off the highway to Bachelor about 10:30am.  Decided to drive straight thru to Falls & do it 
first then work our way back.  Took the 1.6km walk from the lookout & around the top & down the 
other side.  The falls were gorgeous.  There was still no swimming due to the flooding level.  It sure 
looked like it would be a nice place to swim.  We had an ice cream & drove to the next falls, Timor.  
This one was only a lookout.  Just a few meters walk.  The falls were really pretty.  A long way off.  
Back in the car and one to the last one.  Lots of people were swimming there.  Took the stiars 
down and then a nice walk around the stream & back to the car park.  A short stop at the pools and 
then on to the Termite mounds.  They are so amazing!  Took the alternate route into Darwin past 
the Darwin Harbor and the Charles Darwin NP.  I started laundry as soon as we checked in and we 
walked down the Esplande to the wharf.  Then around to the Mall & over to Tourist Alley for dinner 
at Coyotes.  Closest to real Mexican food we’ve had.  Sat on our balcony for our wine.  What a life!! 
 





























































 





 
 
Monday, May 8, 2000  Darwin to Cairns Day 32 
  
Had to leave the hotel at 5am.  Yuck!!  Found out our plane trip gave us an unexpected stop in 
Gove!  Didn’t look like much.  Mostly a mining town.  Left off a whole herd of school kids.  Must 
have been going to a soccer game or something.  Almost empty on into Cairns.  Raining when we 
landed.  Or actually just stopped.  Very humid.  Had to wait a bit for our bus to the hotel.  Then 
checked in and called about dancing.  Then George noticed something funny about our Clipper 
Cruise.  I called & sure enough, they had someone else assigned to our room!  We ended up 
paying $80 extra & they rearranged to give us a twin room, still with shared toilet, but better!!  Just 
had time for a ride up the Skyrail (Gondola) to Kuranda.  Went up past the two stations.  Did the 
Butterfly & Bird sanctuary.  The Butterfly was very cool because we had a personal guide just for 
the two of us!  Learned that each of the species has it’s own personality.  She showed us the 
courtship behaviors.  Very interest.  Quick stop at the Bird sanctuary.  It was fun, got pictures of 2 
Cassowarys.  Hadn’t realized how big they are.  A Blue McCaw dive bombed George & stole his 
top shirt button!!!  Tried  to take his necklace!!  Also one bit his glasses.  Ron & Beryl Moon picked 
us up at 7:10pm and they had set up a special dance.  Nan & Sam had driven up.  She let George 
cue all night!!  We danced Plus to tapes.  Had a ball.  Had a pot luck afterwards.  We demo’d Just 
a Baby & Papillion.  Came home in time for wine at our hotel. 
 















































































































 
 
Tuesday, May 9, 2000  Cairns to Clipper Ship Day 33 
   
Still an early start!  Bus picked us up at 7:20am.  Left most of our stuff at the hotel.  Weather 
looked poor.  High winds & clouds.  Left the dock on the Scuba Roo.  As soon as we left the 
harbor, the waves started growing.  It got really really rough.  I didn’t get sick, but I was scared.  
Had about 30 people on the boat.  Most got sick.  Took about 1 ½ hours to get to our first mooring.  
All we could see was a little cay & a small bit of reef, but apparently there were some caves they 
took the divers too.  They hadn’t told us we were stopping, so we weren’t wearing our swim gear.  
Just as well for me, it was too rough.  I would have been too scared.  We got back underway and 
everybody got sick again.  At that point, I was still okay.  We made it to the clipper & transferred 
aboard.  Strangely enough, that’s when I got sick!!  I couldn’t eat lunch & finally went to lie down.  It 
was still really rough.  Talked a lot to a guy from Denver, Ross.  He had gotten sick, but recovered 
on the Clipper.  I had a nap & felt better for a bit, came up and talked, then felt sick again and had 
to go below.  Tired to get up for supper and had some carrots.  Even managed to play a couple of 
rounds of Scatagories with Ross & a Swedish couple.  But started feeling sick again.  Went down 
for the count.  In the bed probably by 7:30pm.  Not sure because I can’t wear a watch & seasick 
bands!  So much for the Great Barrier Reef. 
 

















 
 
Wednesday, May 10, 2000  Clipper Ship Day 34 
 
George went upstairs to check out the sunrise dive at 6:30am??!!!  I stayed in bed a bit longer.  
When I did get up, I was pleased to feel quite well!!  We had a nice breakfast and spent the day 
doing absolutely nothing!  Not sure where the day went.  The divers came & went.  George tried 
snorkeling once and swallowed too much salt water.  I spent the day chatting to other tourist.  
Quite a diversity of people – Swiss, Swedish, several bosy from Holland – one really sweet young 
man from Brazil, Paulo – he has a website & is supposed to link to us.  Pretty cool if it happens.  
Had a crew change out about 3pm.  The change out was not by the Scooby Doo, but by the Super 
Cat (a huge catamaran).  The waves were too rough & the Scuba Roo was busy looking for the 
tender that broke it’s cable during the night.  Had about 20 people go home & 20 new ones arrived.  
Had some American from Chicago.  The young girl was sick.  Gave her some of my Bonine.  The 
guy (her boss supposedly) bought us a beer in thanks.  We sat up yakking with him a bit & then 
watched a Rugby game with the crew.  Started seeing how the game works finally.  It was pretty 
exciting, mostly because the crew was soooo into it.  They let the divers do a night dive and they 
were all pumped up when they came back.  Actually swam holding flashlights.  Sounds too scary 
to me!  One of the Holland guys battery died & he was in pitch black a bit.  Not for me!!  We retired 
early – Rough day!!  Ha! 
 
Thursday, May 11, 2000  Clipper Ship to Cairns Day 35 
 



George got up with the wake up knock again.  I got up, took my shower & started taking off the 
sheets.  Had our breakfast & went upstairs to enjoy some long awaited sunshine!  After the 
morning divers came back, we left Saxon reef & motored  (no sails unfortunately) to Hammon 
Reef.  Got there about noon and had lunch.  George finally went for a satisfactory snorkel.  It was 
still way to rough for me, but I sat at the front of the ship & watched him.  He got to see 1000’s of 
fish & all different kinds of coral.  A Canadian girl pointed out a huge two headed Moari fish to him.  
Really happy he finally got to go out!  He was the last one out, they called him back in.  He was out 
for about an hour.  We loaded on to the Scuba Roo soon after & took our rough trip back.  We got 
soaked & covered with salt from the spray.  Only one girl got sick.  I chatted some with a sweet 
young girl from Paris.  She didn’t have much of an accent at all.  Interesting..one of the Holland 
guys slept all the way!!  He was the one who was always break the rules.  Very friendly though.  
Got back without incident.  Yesterday, the ride was so rough, Captain Dave was bounced around 
and broke his ribs!!  They have had quite a string of bad luck first the tender & this his injury.  Back 
at the Rihea, this time in a nice room.  Had dinner & then I did laundry & caught up on stuff again!!   
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
Friday, May 12, 2000  Cairns – Daintree Trip Day 36 
 
Tour picked us up at 7:30am.  Threatened rain most of the day, but never did.  The drive north was 
really neat.  Stopped in Port Douglas to pick up a couple.  Stopped at Big Croc Café for morning 
tea – tea & homemade muffin.  Had a mix up at the ferry & missed two!!  Then on to the Daintree 
Rainforest Environmental Center.  Had a great tour guide – Alex, as we took a “bit of a walk” 
through the Rain forest & had great interpretation.  Had a tree house overlook.  Wish we had had 
more time.  Then a drive on up to Cape Tribulation for a lookout and walk on the beach.  Saw 
these cool tiny crabs that were making patterns in the sand by push up balls from their homes.  
Some others made long tubes of sand, but we never saw the crabs.  Ran into Ross from Denver 
(on the cruise) when we walked from the lookout.  Pretty funny.  Had lunch at the Cow Bay Hotel.  
Sat w/4 Greeks (2 of them had lived in Sydney 40 years!) and a Dutch lady.  Also had a young 
couple from LA with us.  The other couple was from Newcastle, England.  They loaned us insect 
repellant in a stick from.  Then stopped at Alexandra Lookout and then on to the Daintree River 
Cruise with Jim our Daintree Connection tour guide.  He was Irish/English & fantastic.  Saw 2 
crocs, Water Dragon, Birds, Tawny Frogmouth Owl, & a cute green tree frog.  It was a great tour.  



Stopped at the tiny town of Daintree for afternoon tea.  Tried Anzac “bickeys.”  Pretty good.  Talked 
to Jim there, a little & got a brochure from Seth & Norman.  Bought a couple of postcards & then 
on back home.  Stopped for another look at the Alexandra Lookout.  Better color this time.  
Stopped for a quick drive through Palm Cove to see the beautiful trees.  Had to canx going to the 
dance – cause we didn’t get back until 6:15 pm. 
 















































 

 

































































































 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Saturday, May 13, 2000  Cairns to Brisbane Day 37 
 
Felt nice to sleep late (7:30am!!!!).  Called Phyl & Kev & got directions to the dance.  Then tried to 
call Mom & Dad, but they were out galivanting around!  The flight was calm.  It was a gorgeous day 
in Cairns & all the way in to Brisbane.  Our seat mate was John, a Londoner we met on the 
Clipper.  Pretty funny!  Got our car, got hassled again.  Because we don’t have a residence 
address.  We should make one up!!  It’s really a pain.  The drive in was fairly easy.  Thank 
goodness we didn’t have many turns!  The roads in downtown Brisbane are a pain, curving all over 
& looping around and one way!  Just as we got in the room, the phone rang.  It was Warwick 
saying Hello.  Looking forward to seeing them.  Wish we could have hooked up with them tonight.  
We headed out to walk around.  The day was beautiful, 80’s & “fine.”  We wandered all around 
South Bank.  What a great place.  Sandy beach (man made), swimming area, restaurants, river 
bank walks, & open air markets.  Really neat.  Decided to watch “Eric Brokavitch,” but it didn’t start 
for a couple of hours, so walked back across Victoria Bridge to the Elizabeth St. Mall.  Found a 
closer cinema, an internet café, a “bottle shop” and late convenience store.  We read all our email, 
bought some wine, and went back to the hotel to “lighten our load.”  Back to the movie, talked to 
some locals from Townsville while we waited.  Almost had the huge theater to ourselves.  Good 
movie & then wandered through the crowds back to the hotel. 
 

 
 









 
 
Sunday, May 14, 2000  Brisbane to Noosa Heads Day 38 
 
Left the city about 8:30am.  Pretty drive out of the city, past the river.  Drove thru Colaundra to 
make sure we knew where the dance was.  Took the Sunshine Coast Motoway through to Noosa 
Heads.  Got clearer & nicer as we drove North.  Checking into our apartment was a pleasant 
surprise.  It is the prettiest place we’ve ever stayed!!  Lovely balcony overlooking the city & the bay.  
Stretches across the living room & the bedroom.  Just a wonderful place.  The owners made 
reservations for Fraser Island for us while we checked in.  Came upstairs and George called Mom 
& Dad while I ironed his clothes.  Spoke to them for a little while.  Headed out to the dance at 
1:00pm.  The water and beaches were gorgeous as drove back to Caloundra.  Got to the Senior 
Center about 1:50pm.  Had a marvelous time.  Met lots of couples.  Most all were enamored with 
Bill & Carol.  Phyl & Kev were great hosts.  We demo’d Patricia Cha, Salsa Café, & In the Mood.  
They loved them.  We loved all the dancing.  It was a great level, hi 4’s & up to 6.  Rolo & Betty are 
going to Alaska in August.  Tried to talk them into visiting the Dance Hall.  Wonderful to see 
Warwick & Paula.  The are just adorable!  Enjoyed a couple that raises Alpacas.  Really neat.  Dot 
& ??? that we met at the Nationals had their 94 year old Mom there.  She was a kick.  We all went 
out to eat afterwards.  Phyl & Kev insisted on buying our dinner.  They want us back to teach.  
Hope it works out.  Back to our wonderful apartment. 
 



 
 
Monday, May 15, 2000  Noosa Heads – Fraser Island Day 39 
 
Adventure bus picked us up at 6:45am.  Geez this place!!!  Picked up a couple more people and 
then drove to Rainbow Beach for a toilet break before catching the ferry across to Fraser Island.  
The day was simply perfect all day.  Sunshine & low 80’s.  Had trouble staying awake on the bus.  
The guide was talking a lot & just lulled us to sleep.  On the island, we drove through forest 
(growing on sand!!) and on the beautiful white beach till we got to Lake McKenzie (Oh yes, we had 
cake & coffee morning tea on the ferry!)  While the 2 bus drivers prepared lunch, we all went for a 
swim.  The lake had the clearest water we’d ever seen with wonderful pure white sand.  Water was 
cool, but felt very good.  A little more acidic than normal.  He had us clean our jewelry with the 
water & the sand!  Pretty cool!  Had steak & many different kinds of fruit & salads while goannas 
visited us.  Then drove to Capital Station to walk through some rainforest & look at the Invisible 
Creek, couldn’t hear it or see it!  Drove back down the beach to the ferry & tackled some huge 
rocks to be able to go to Wide Bay to see all the Rainbow sand.  It was marvelous.  We would 
never have believed we could make it over those rocks!!  Saw an Albino Dingo!!  Then had 
afternoon tea while looking at the sand & water.  On to the rusted out shipwreck & then over some 
more rocks before another ferry across the river to Noosa.  Walked down to town & had Mexican 
food at Montezuma’s.  Home to our beautiful apartment. 
 



 

 



























































 
 
Tuesday, May 16, 2000  Noosa Heads – Croc Hunter Day 40 
 
Got to sleep late today!!  8:10am!!  Yippee!  Bit cloudy locally, but got brighter as we drove south.  
Went through Eumundi to drive in the Blackall Range.  Beautiful drive.  Met a local at the first 
overlook that told us a place to go that was off the beaten path.  It was very pretty.  Lovely 
mountain.  We drove on a ridge with beautiful valleys on both sides.  Took a wrong turn & found a 
nice pull out that gave us a view of the Glass Mountains.  Met a biker there.  He was very talkative.  
Was happy cause he had come to the Sunshine Coast with $1000 and decided he’d come back 
again & stay longer.  Can’t say I blame him.  I’ve really enjoyed this area too.  Wonderful coastal 
views, gorgeous mountains & great restaurants. 
 
Made our way to the Australia Zoo.  Didn’t get to see Steve or Terri, but enjoyed the Croc show, 
Otter feeding & Koala demo.  The kangaroos were a lot friendlier.  Petter them all! Watching the 
crocs attack was very exciting.  Bought some autographed postcards!  Drove on back & went 
straight to Noosa NP to look for Koalas!  And we were successful!  I spotted the first directly above 
us & then George spotted one a little further in.  Quite exciting to see them there in the wild.  We 
enjoyed the walk.  Made it to Dolphin Point.  Didn’t see any dolphins, but the scenery was 
spectacular.  Wish we had more time here.  Came back & got a movie and walked into town to eat.  
Had Chinese.  Quite good.  Watched a movie & relaxed. 
 



















































 
 
Wednesday, May 17, 2000  Noosa Heads to Coffs Harbour Day 41 
 
On the road by 8:15am.  Overcast day, but cleared up as we drove south.  By the time we took the 
Gold Coast Motorway, it was a “fineday.”  Glad we didn’t waste a day on the Gold Coast.  It was all 
high rise hotels and cars & people.  We were not able to see the water much, felt like driving in Las 
Vegas, but not as fancy.  Back on Pacific Motorway, we crossed over into New South Wales.  Had 
some nice scenrery.  Some green rolling hills & valleys & some really nice forested roads.  Saw a 
few kangaroos.  Stopped at Byron’s Bay for a pizza.  Went to Info Center, but they didn’t have any 
info for south of Byron’s Bay.  After our pizza, we drove on up to the lighthouse.  Wow!!  Wow!!  
Simply awesome scenery!  Beautiful blue water, high cliffs, then the white Lighthouse.  Sure wish 
we were spending the night there.  Lots of places to walk.  Oh well!  Back on the road, we didn’t 
stop until we got to the Nautilus Resort.  What a pleasant surprise it was!!  Got there right at dusk 
(5pm) and it was really neat.  Our room looks like it has a thatched roof & we can hear the ocean.  
We walked up the hill & had a fabulous meal at the Seafood Moma’s.  George thought it was the 
best steak he’d ever had.  I had this gourmet chicken liver dish and it was great.  Walked down and 
took a look at the beach.  Can’t wait to see it tomorrow, hopefully in sunshine!!  Back in our room, 
we watched free movies, Bowfinger & Entrapment with Xfiles in between.  Listened to the wind 
whipping around our room. 
 











 
 
Thursday, May 18, 2000  Coffs Harbour to Pt McQuarie Day 42 
 
Slept until 8am.  Boy that felt good.  This tourist stuff is hard work!!  We had a quick breakfast 
(cereal, etc) and walked down to the beach.  Cloudy over the ocean, but still pretty.  Bit chilly.  
Pretty flowers, hyacinth, and a bunch I don’t know the name of.  Headed into town, stopped for a 
quick picture of the “Big Banana,” then on to “Mutton Island.”  It was quite nice out there.  Didn’t 
see Mutton birds or humpback whales, but watched some divers getting ready to go out and 
enjoyed the walk across the islands.  We stopped downtown for some drugs for George’s cold.  
Discovered that they parked really weird in downtown - 45° angle w/rear of car to curb.  Strange.  
Then on to the Wildflower Gallery, where I bought a little jewelry, when we could get the 
artist/owner to quit talking long enough to ring us up!!!  Turns out he’s a Gideon (from Germany).  
On a pretty day, I’m sure it would have been a beautiful location – high on a hillside next to a 
banana grove.  Then on to our hotel with out a stop (well a short potty break in Kempsey).  After 
checking in, we drove downtown for a quick snack & realized the Traveling Cats was in town.  
Bought tickets and enjoyed a wonderful show!!!  Had dinner before hand at the RSL Club 
(Returned Services League).  The tent for Cats is huge.  Amazing how much it must cost to travel 
with the show.  It was a fantastic performance.  Made us want to dance “Memories.”  That singer 
was superb.  The Magic Cat & the Curious Cat were both great.  What a neat chance.  Finally to 
see Cats!!! 
 













 
 
Friday, May 19, 2000  Pt McQuarie to Pokolbin Day 43 
 
Got on the road before 9am.  Stopped in Raymond Terrace (at McDonald’s no less!) for a quick 
lunch.  The day was magnificent.  Didn’t see a cloud all day.  Low to mid 60’s.  The drive to Hunter 
Resort was quite nice.  Wandering through green hills & wineries.  Checked into our room (got 
surprised by an invitation to tomorrow’s special – the annual Lovedale Long Lunch!  An all day 
wine tasting festival!) & went for a walk.    Didn’t see much, just out in the fields around the Resort.  
Did some wine tasting here & bought a bottle.  It’s St. Martino wine, the patron Saint of Wineries & 
Drinkers.  Need that!!  We took a drive back down through Cessnook & over to the Bendaora 
Lookout.  Quite pretty.  Then down a dirt road and over the the Mt Pleasant McWilliams Winery.  
Tried a couple.  Really liked the Shiraz.  Headed over to Lindemans.  Pretty place.  Tried a couple 
of Shiraz there.  Really like the 94.  From there drove into Cessnock for dinner.  Decided on the 
buffet at Pizza Hut.  Had a little trouble finding how to get home.  The streets were not lit and even 
though there was an enormous full moon, we had trouble finding our streets.  Finally made it back 
and practiced dancing to get ready for our teach in Sydney.  Did pretty good.  Some things came 
back pretty easy.  Got Bogged Down back & also Leroy.  Then went over Just a Baby & Cuando.  
Then watched this cute movie called Heart & Souls.  About 4 ghosts that got another chance.  It 
was really cute.  Only a week left in Aussie!!! 
 
Saturday, May 20, 2000  Hunter Valley – Lovedale Long Lunch Day 44 
 



Started the day with a tour of the Hunter Valley Hermitage Winery.  Quite interesting.  Had to wear 
a hard hat.  Had a free Continental breakfast afterwards.  Then on the road for the Lovedale Long 
Lunch.  There were seven wineries participating.  We made it to all of them.  Some had bands 
playing.  The first one had a woodworker.  Watched him a bit.  Quite amazing how adept he was 
on tiny pieces with a lathe.  He was making chess pieces.  The day was gorgeous.  A little windy, 
but not a cloud in the sky.  We bought our lunch at Capercaille.  Had Aberdeen Angus beef stuffed 
with mushrooms & caramelized onion, wrapped in straw (even got some bits on the beef) and 
smoked on an open fire.  It was quite good.  Watched some camel rides after our meal.  Had our 
dessert (well I did, George skipped it) chocolate cheesecake at Allanmere.  Shared our table with 
some Aussies from Sydney, just up for the day.  They were awfully lively.  A group parachuted 
down and landed next to our tent.  Pretty neat.  Headed to Lindeman’s to splurge on a 94 bottle of 
Cabernet Merlot.  Stopped at the Cheese factory & even tasted some fudge.  Stopped at Pepper 
Tree because Frommer’s recommended it.  Pretty place.  Had more fun with some Aussie’s inside 
there.  Headed “home” at dusk.  What a fun day.  Made a quick stop at the grocery for a snack 
supper.  Caught up on laundry. 
 









 
 
Sunday, May 21, 2000  Pokolbin (Hunter Valley) to Katoomba Day 45 
 
Slept until 7:35am.  Got to have a lovely Continental breakfast before hitting the road.  Got a map 
that the Resort owners had hand drawn to get us to Lillianfels.  Nice scenic route.  Only stopped a 
couple of times for a potty break.  About a 4 hour drive.  It was funny when we got to Katoomba, 
we had no idea where the hotel was, so we just turned off and headed down one of the downtown 
streets.  We stopped at a “T” place & found out we were only 3 blocks from the hotel.  If we had 
kept driving, we would have driven right to it!  Strange.  A beautiful hotel, but we don’t know how to 
act when they walk you to your room & carry your luggage.  Didn’t eat at either of the restaurants 
though, one was $65 for 2 courses, not including drinks, & the other was $26 for a main.  Oh well.  
We headed out to see the sights.  It had turned into a gorgeous day, but pretty chilly, probably 
40’s.  Got irritated because they charge to park to see the 3 Sisters.  Crazy.  Continued on.  We 
ended up driving a half circle back up to the main road, stopping every little bit at a look out.  Rode 
the train up into Jamisson Valley & walked around a little.  Then back up.  Looked around for a 
place to eat on the main road in Katoomba.  Found several little places, but ended up at the RSL 
club.  We’ll probably eat there tomorrow too.  We went to the Maxi Cinema of the “edge.”  It was 
interesting, but not as exciting or informative as we’d hoped.  Back “home,” to relax & feel 
pampered!! 
 
 









 
 
Monday, May 22, 2000  Katoomba Day 46 
 
Took a relaxing time getting ready to go this morning.  Slept till almost 8:30am!  Tried to call Mom 
& Dad, but got the answering machine.  Then called Carl & Linda to wish them Happy Anniversary.  
Great talking to them, well Linda.  Got on our way about 10:30am.  Expecting it to be cold, but got 
a pleasant surprise, it was probably low 60’s!! & warmed up to the 70’s.  Not a cloud in the sky.  
Absolutely marvelous.  Stopped at the Visitor’s Center first & bought a hiking book.  The first leg 
was the 900 steps down “the Great Stairs.”  Wow!  Hard to believe it was cut out of the rocks in 
1930.  We went down pretty fast cause we had a herd of school kids chasing us.  Luckily they 
headed towards the rail train while we turned the opposite direction.  Very solitary walk.  Only 
found a couple others walking.  Spent some time with a Dutch girl from Holland.  She showed us a 
Lyrebird.  Said it was rare to see one.  Fabulous views all day.  Lots of rainforest & waterfalls.  
Then spectacular cliff faces.  Stopped for Magnum’s at Echo Point.  Watched the birds.  Headed 
downtown & got cash & exchanged a book.  Then bought groceries.  Stopped at “Fork N View” 
(play on name by the original French woman owner!) for the best meal we’ve found in Australia.  
Visited with the owner quite a while.  We were the only patrons.  Came back to Lillianfels just in 
time for a call from Lynn.  Then went for a nice swim.  Beautiful place. 
 









































 
 
Tuesday, May 23, 2000  Katoomba to Sydney Day 47 
 
Hit the road about 9:30am.  Drove straight thru to the Olympic Center (Homebush Bay).  We got 
there just in time to tour the Stadium.  It was very interesting.  Kinda neat to think we’re standing & 
sitting where all the excitement will be in just a few months.  We sat in the $1400 seats for the 
Grand Opening!  Closest we’ll ever get!  Went up in the Novotel Hotel to look at the whole complex 
and then on to Sydney to turn in our car.  Not too much trouble, but glad we’re not doing any more 
driving here!!  Took a taxi to the hotel.  Had to request a room change causeh the first one was 
horribly smokey.  Still have a nice Opera House view.  Called Lynn & then headed out to walk 
across the Harbor Bridge.  It was a pain trying to find where to start the walk, but finally got there.  
The view was incredible.  Hard to believe we’re finally in Sydney.  Walked both ways & then on to 
eat in Darling Harbor and visit the Aquarium.  Started out boring, but the last 3 venues were 
fantastic.  The Sydney Harbor Open Ocean & Barrier Reef exhibits were huge & you were 
surrounded by water & fish.  In the Barrier Reef, they were even below us!  Incredible.  We met a 
neat couple from Detroit, Michigan.  Talked to them a couple hours & then walked them home.  
John & Kathleen Bottum.  We ought to look them up!  Walked back to our hotel.  Really an 
incredible city.  Made arrangements to meet Lynn after our cruise.  Should be lots of fun.  Kept 
looking out the window!  We’re here!!!! 
 





















 
 
Wednesday, May 24, 2000  Sydney Day 48 
 
Day started a bit drizzily as we headed to our barbor cruise to Middle Harbor.  But as the morning 
passed, it got nicer & nicer.  As we circled back to Sydney, the sun was bright & warm.  Beautiful 
calm waters & a lovely informative cruise.  Got  great shots of Sydney, the harbor bridge & the 
Opera House.  Lynn met us on the dock as we got back & we hopped on the ferry to Homebush 
Bay.  Took the Aquatic Center tour & enjoyed it enormously.  Amazing that they can change the 
length of the main pool and how they’ve made it fast with the water to the edges, less chlorine, lap 
ropes , & deeper water.  The bubble to help the training divers was impressive & being able to 
change the depth in the training pool was really neat.  The ride in at night was nice & enjoyed the 
walk to the Super Centre Tower.  Ed met us and they paid for our buffet dinner.  Tried emu, camel, 
& had kangaroo again.  We talked & talked.  We were supposed to leave at 8:30pm, but stayed 
until they closed at 10:30pm.  Probably went around 3 times!  They harbor is beautiful at night.  We 
discussed our plans for tomorrow night and also just shared stories and laughed a lot.  Got some 
pictures made by the restaurant.  Just in general had a marvelous day.  They walked us back to 
the hotel. 
 





























 
 
Thursday, May 25, 2000  Sydney (Opera House & teach) Day 49 
 
Finally had a rainey day.  We were piddling around in the room anyway.  Headed to the Opera 
House about 11:00am.  Got there & took a tour of the Concert & Opera Halls.  The orchestra was 
practicing for our afternoon concert.  Both halls were quite beautiful.  The views of the harbor from 
the Intermission areas were fantastic.  Even has angled glass so there is no glare for pictures.  
Had lunch at the concourse café and went to our concert.  There were 3 selections played.  
Hayden & a Mozart piano concerto & then after the intermission, a Back.  The pianist & the 1st 
chair violinist were just phenomenal.  Quite a range of ages, 20’s up to a gentleman that looked 80.  
The sound in the hall was really wonderful.  Felt really neat to be there, after thinking of it for years.  
Wow!! 
 
Lynn met us outside the hall & after grabbing our clothes from the hotel, we went to her house, 
drove over the harbor bridge!  She has a nice 3 bedroom house, 1 BR is a junk room!  After Ed got 
home from work, we had dinner & then headed to the dance.  The floor was wood, but looked 
pitiful.  Danced better than it looked.  Ed warmed everyone up (we needed that!! – it was cold & 
damp!) & then we took over.  George cued one dance & then we taught Laurann.  Went well.  Took 
a little break & then we taught Cuando Foxtrot.  It was harder for them, but they did fine.  We 
danced Snoopy & Just a Baby, & also Genny Come Bolero.  By that time it was 10:10, so we let 
them decide whether or not to work on the Jive.  They were really game, so we taught it too.  
Enjoyable evening!!  Lynn brought us back home.  What a great trip this has been!!! 

















 



 
 
 
 
Friday, May 26, 2000  Sydney to Christchurch Day 50 
 
The day started at 4am!!!  Yuck!!  We got everything together & were on our way to the airport at 
5:30am.  Our flight was on time.  I slept most of the way.  It was a beautiful day.  As we crossed 
New Zealand, the mountains looked marvelous.  The tour company was not there waiting for us 
like they were supposed to be.  We had to use the Information counter to get them to come get us.  
Finally got to our hotel.  It’s very nice.  Right on the center square by the cathedral.  We got settled 
in the room & then headed out to see the city.  First we got some money & then we started walking 
towards the Royal Botanic Garden.  On the way, we stopped and looked at the Art Centre.  Saw 
hand knitted sweaters, jewelry, statues and art.  The Royal Botanic Garden was quite beautiful.  
We made it into the Tropical Conservatory before it closed.  The Blooming plant section was 
gorgeous.  So many colors.  Also a cactus area.  Walked back toward town & went shopping for 
polar fleece jackets.  Expensive, but we got what we were looking for.  Found an email place & 
found that we had missed visiting with the Bennets.  Oh well.  We found a nice place for dinner, 
Coyotes.  A fog came rolling in.  Hope it’s gone tomorrow.  Enjoyed the view of the square from our 
room.  Watched a bit of TV & relaxed.  Tired form the short night last night. 
 



 

 











 
 
Saturday, May 27, 2000  Christchurch to Queenstown Day 51 
  
Bus picked us up at 7:20am.  It was foggy at first.  Picked up some nice green pastoral scenery a 
little outside of the city.  Drove along Hwy 1 thru Ausburton & had morning tea in the sleepy little 
town of Geraldine.  Stopped a couple of time for photo ops.  Then on into Mt Cook National Park.  
Stopped just outside the park at the airport to let people off to take scenic flights.  It was beautiful 
weather.  Got a little cloudy, but not bad.  We went on to eat at the lodge in the park.  Ate 
Lambstew.  It was rather bland.  Headed out to walk a bit & got carried away.  A hike (tramp) listed 
as 55 minutes each way, we ended up doing in 55 minutes total.  It was Kea point Memorial.  Mt 
Cook was gorgeous the entire way.  It ducked behind a closer mountain range & then popped out 
again as we went around a bend.  Absolutely marvelous!!  Saw Lake Tekapo with it’s magnificent 
blue waters and also Lake Wenaka.  Stopped for several scenic view stops & then for some fruit at 
Mrs Jone’s a little before Queenstown.  Got to the hotel after dark & took the shuttle down to town 
to buy groceries & wine.  Came back to our suite for a great dinner of comenbert cheese, NZ 
pepperoni , French bread, & some of Mrs Jone’s absolutely fabulous apples.  With a great Hawkes 
Bay wine!!  Felt nice to relax, but another early morning facing us.  Watched a cute movie with 
Whoopie Goldberg.  
 

































 
 
Sunday, May 28, 2000  Queenstown (Milford Sound) Day 52 
 
I’m really tired of early mornings!!  Picked us up at 7:05am!!  Yuck!! The good thing was we were 
first on the bus & all day got the best seats & right at the front of the double decker bus!  Great!!  It 
was a pretty day at first.  It was dark & then as the sun came out, started seeing fantastic scenery.  
Unfortunately, the weather got progressively worse.  We didn’t stop until we got to Te Aneau.  The 
lake was really pretty.  Had a great morning tea, bottomless coffee with scones.  Had scones for 
the first time.  Really enjoyed them.   Sat with Phyl & Ted from the Gold Coast & Rober & Helen 
from Gibbsland near Sale.  We were sitting in the bus with Phyl & Ted and a newly wed couple 
from Florida – Karen & ??.  He sells hospital equipment & she’s a flight attendant.  It began raining 
as we left TeAnau.  We made several stops, 2 small walks & a couple just for pictures.  Once just 
before the Homer tunnel.  The clouds were pretty low.  The cruise on the Milford Sound was calm, 
but the clouds were really low & the rain was blowing hard.  It must be spectacular in better 
weather.  Oh well!!  Enjoyed the company.  The water falls were unbelievable.  Had the same great 
seats on the way back.  The clouds had lifted some & the cliffs were dramatic & covered in 
waterfalls.  Wish we could see it in better weather.  Maybe we’ll come back someday.  It was dark 
most of the way back in.  Stopped in town & had dinner with Phyl & Ted at the Pig & the Whistle 
Pub.  The bus driver brought Ted his Tam!  Back to out nice suite with lake view that we haven’t 
seen yet!!! 
 

















 
 
 

 





















 
 
Monday, May 29, 2000  Queenstown Day 53 
 
Slept in today.  Felt wonderful.  Got up at 9am.  Finally saw our lakeside view!  Wow!  
Unbelievable!!  Wish we could have enjoyed it more!  Did the laundry & George cued a little.  We 
got underway about 12:30pm.  Headed to the Birdlife park.  Enjoyed it.  Small, but 2 nice exhibits 
for the Kiwi.  Two adults in the first building.  They weren’t moving too much, but did see them.  
Also enjoyed the Tui (Porsen’s Bird).  He made noises like R2D2!  Really cute.  Also saw the 
Toratua, a natice Endangered lizard.  Then down to the other Kiwi house.  It was a juvenile and 
was very active.  George thought of using the night vision on my camera (because the Kiwi is a 
night creature, the exhibit room is very dark!).  Tried it and WOW!  Could really see him running 
back & forth!  Stayed in there a long time.  We were the only ones in the room with him.  Finally 
moved on & saw owls, Kea, ducks & the Black Stilt that is also almost extinct.  Went back thru the 
Kiwi’s exhibit again.  The owner’s said it is expected that the Kiwi will be extinct by 2010!  Really 
sad.  Rode the gondola up, had a snack & watched the luge.  Back down & we walked all around 
the town.  Bought another cam tape, a telephone card & some post cards.  Decided to have dinner 
at Feefeaters.  The New York couple came in, but didn’t stay.  After a great filet (fillet in Aussie 
talk!), we found an internet place & then went to wait for the shuttle.  Phyl & Ted showed up & we 
rode together.  It was raining cats & dogs.  Speaking of, saw 3 adorable friendly kitties today.      
 















 
 

 



 
 

 





 
 
Tuesday, May 30, 2000  Queenstown to Franz Josef Day 54 
 
We were the first ones on the bus again with Ted & Phyl.  We were on our way at 7:40am.  Still 
dark out.  Couldn’t see our lake view!  Made several stops around town.  Stopped at Millennium & 
met Helen & Robert.  The newly wed couple were heading to Tahiti.  Sure glad they had picked 
there instead of Fiji with all the things going on there with the que.  We drove to the little mining 
town, but that meant we missed dring along the lake.  It was a little cloudy at first and got 
progressively worse.  We stopped at Mrs Jone’s again and bought some more fruit.  Couldn’t 
resist.  Stopped for a real short lunch break (had fish & chips!) and had a driver change at Haast 
Pass.  It was really funny, we actually had both busses meet on the road, pull in at the same time!  
Great timing!  The bus driver to Franz Josef was pretty scary.  He drove too fast, especially since it 
was wet roads.  We stopped in Haast for a tea break.  Started seeing the West Coast shortly.  We 
stopped at the Fox Glacier and ran to the viewing point.  It was pouring on us.  Took a quick look & 
ran back to the bus.  After checking in at the hotel, we walked down the road to the Blue Tee and 
had a pretty good pizza.  It started raining buckets while we were there & we walked back in the 
rain.  It was raining when we went to sleep. 
 





 
 
Wednesday, May 31, 2000  Franz Josef Day 55 
 
Slept until 9:30am.  Helen Noble called about 8:15am.  She said it was raining, so they weren’t 
going on the morning tour.  We promptly went back to sleep.  It was still pouring when we got up 
and it rained all day, just varying between light to buckets.  We didn’t do much of anything.  I read 
all day.  Did a load of laundry.  George watched TV.  We both looked outside a lot & watched the 
grass get slowly covered over.  By evening it was a lake out front.  Sometimes, we could see the 
mountains & sometimes it was a great cloud in front of us.  There was a little thunder and 
lightening, but not much.  Called Mom & Dad & talked a little.  Uncle Charles is barely hanging on.  
Bob is trying to get home.  We went over to eat right at 6:00pm.  Helen & Robert came in after we 
were eating.  We waited for them to finish and sat with them a couple of hours visiting.  They had 
done the Glacier walk in the rain.  Sounded pretty tough.  They said they had gotten soaked.  Glad 
we didn’t go.  Enjoyed talking to them.  Also heard some locals singing for a while.  The guitarist 
got a little rowdy.  We think he was Maori.  Sure hope the rain hasn’t washed out any of the road 
for tomorrow’s trip. 
 



 
 
Thursday, June 1, 2000  Franz Josef to Christchurch Day 56 
 
Didn’t have to catch the bus until 9:30am.  Then ended up driving around the block & sitting for 20 
minutes.  Good grief.  It was still raining a bit, but got better during the day.  We stopped at a quite 
tourist café.  Had a long cartoon style write up about hunting the “Paradactyle Leg pulles.”  It was 
hanging out front – a huge synthetic fly!  Pretty cute.  The café was raw logs & possum furs on the 
bench as covers.  Food was good too, but it was pouring down rain, watched the deer outside with 
Helen & Robert.  We stopped at a cute little town and watched them carving jade with high 
pressure water.  Made it to Greystone and checked in for the train.  Walked around town a bit.  
Had a little sunshine.  That felt mighty good.  The train ride was really great.  The scenery was 
beautiful.  We had quite a bit of blue sky and a little rain at the top of Arthur’s Pass.  The fresh 
snow was beautiful.  Visited with Helen & Robert a little & exchanged cards.  We went out on the 
lookout car a couple of times – it was cold and noisy.  It was really comfortable traveling though.  
Got checked in to the hotel & immediately headed out to find wine for Wellington.  We had to walk 
a good way.  Felt good to stretch our legs.  When we got back, we walked around the Victoria 
Square, out in front of our hotel.  Saw a neat “Pou Pai” made by the Maori.  Pretty square.  Capt 
Cook was there again!!   
 



















 
 
Friday, June 2, 2000  Christchurch to Wellington Day 57 
 
Another early start, took a taxi to the train station about 6:45am.  The train took off at 7:30am.  We 
had changed our seats to the right side facing forward.  Shared with a girl from Victoria.  It got 
nicer & nicer.  Had some fabulous views of green mountains, dramatic coastline (with black sand) 
and the sharp mountains with snow on them.  Saw some birds that looked like penguins.  They 
said they were “shags.”  The Pacific looked very rough.  Transferred over to the ferry at Picton.  
Didn’t get any pictures, but Picton was a pretty town…wharfs & homes creeping along the side of 
the surrounding mountains.  The ferry was huge, people allowed on 2 levels.  We ate Chicken Kiev 
sitting with our friend from the train.  Watch some kids break dance that were going to Wellington 
for a competition.  Lost our sunshine as we got closer to Wellington.  Got to spend a half hour out 
enjoying sun & sea though.  Rushed to the hotel & got ready for the dance.  Checked in at the 
dance & waited for the start at 7:30pm.  Danced most tips, some of the callers are quite good.  Met 
several of the cuers- Stallard’s, Bennett’s, Haworth, & Shirley Fisher.  Also, Carter’s.  The NZ 
crowd dances more like the Americans.  Same procedures too, only 2 Square tips, but only 1 
Round too.  No Pre-Rounds until Sunday night.  It was raining when the dance was over.  Came 
back & finished the ironing.  





















 
 
Saturday, June 3, 2000  Wellington Day 58 
 
Had a morning round dance dance session.  It was raining as we walked over.  The dancing was 
fun.  When George cued, we danced with John Stallard.  He was wearing a marvelous beige 
suede jacket.  With that & his great dance form, it was a joy dancing with him.  Had morning tea & 
sat with Bev Carter.  She’s quite nice.  Also got to know Judity & Bob Haworth better.  Went to 
lunch with them.  Had a great time talking about rounds.  Went back for the afternoon squares.  
Graham started it out.  He’s quite good.  Danced a lot of the squares.  George cued All Shook Up 
& I danced with a little guy from Tauranga.  Graham finished off the session and we dance with the 
Hawkes Bay group.  Back to the hotel for a quick dinner of Quesidillas at the Arizona Restaurant 
next door & then back over.  Plus session first & we got in a pat square with Brent Mackenzie.  It 
was fantastic fun.  Everybody was strong & we got to play a lot.  Danced a few more tips and all 
the rounds.  Kelvin was sharing that tip with Graham & it was great.  After the dance, we went to 
Shirley Fisher’s with John & Bertha Stallard & Kathie Rogers & her husband.  They want us back 
for the Stallard’s 25th Anniversary.  Wow!!! Johnh said our dancing “was the way round dancing 
should look!!”  Wow!  Sent us home with big heads!  Hope it works out to come back!!! 
 
 
 
Sunday, June 4, 2000  Wellington Day 59 
 



Headed over in the rain for the morning session.  The couple from Christchurch, Alex & Susan 
were doing a clinic on 2 step.  Boring!!!  We didn’t like the way they taught the fish tail or the 
strolling vine.  Then there were sessions on the 3 new dances, an easy waltz from Colin & Pauline 
(Hawkes Bay), easy fox from Alex & Jennifer Kennedy (Don’s Any Dream!), and Bob & Judith 
Hawarth ran through a rumba.  Went back to the food court for Chinese by ourselves.  Spent the 
rest of the break chatting to different people.  The afternoon session was Plus with rounds.  
Danced the first one in a great square with 3 couples from Hawkes Bay.  Fantastic.  That’s why we 
still square dance!  We danced a few more.  I danced with Tricia while George cued.  Cool! 
 
We ran home as soon as he finished cueing so I could do laundry.  Tricia & Neil picked us up at 
5:20 & we ate great fahitas – rivaled any we’ve had in the states.  At the evening dance, we were 
in one square that kept messing up the same sequence over & over.  We all got to laughing so 
hard, our stomachs hurt.  It was great fun.  We were in one square with John Stallard.  He danced 
with this cute little girl that I’m supposed to email Great American’s website.  After the dance, there 
was a pot luck snack’s time.  We got to visit with several more people & got maps and phone#’s to 
contact people as we travel around.  Got a great complement from a couple who said they had 
never paid any attention to Rounds until they saw us & then they couldn’t take their eyes off of us!!  
Quite a load to bear!! 
 

 
 
Monday, June 5, 2000  Wellington to Napier Day 60 
 
Slept like logs!  We got out by 10am, but barely.  Took taxi to ferry dock only to find out we were 
supposed to pick up car downtown.  The taxi driver was very nice about it.  We finally got the car & 
directions to the city overlook.  Wellington is definitely the most confusing set of twisting one way 
streets I’ve ever seen!!  Got where we needed too though.  The overlook (Mt Victoria’s Viewpoint) 
was worth it.  Simply marvelous.  Blue water, homes climbing the green hillsides, views forever.  
We headed out of town, following 2 towards Napier.  Stopped at the summit of the mountains 
(5???meters) and had meat pies.  Homemade.  Very good.  We drove on with only one other stop 
to “use the lav.”  Several pretty towns – Greytown, was really cute.  Saw lots of snow covered 
mountains (with rain sometimes, but it didn’t come our way!!).  New Zealand is green!  Al shades!  



There was lots of traffic on the road.  Heading home after their long holiday.  We got into Napier 
about 4:00pm.  Checked into the Travel Inn and walked around a bit.  The beach is pretty ugly – 
black rocks.  Found a good grocery store.  Also used the Info center to make reservations for 
tomorrow’s “Haugi” in Rotorua.  Found Valentine’s on the way & made 6:30pm reservations.  Went 
on to the grocery store & then back to our hotel to put them away.  The buffet restaurant was great.  
A classy Royal Fork – Don would love it!!  When we walked home, it felt like we were out at 4am.  
Totally deserted streets.  We stopped at an internet place & were the only one’s there!  Got to our 
room in time to see an ER we hadn’t seen!!  Great day!!! 
 













 
 
Tuesday, June 6, 2000  Napier to Rotorua Day 61 
 
Headed out into the bright sunshine at 9:30am.  Had mostly “fine” weather.  The drive over the 
mountain range to Taupo was beautiful.  Had one stop to see some gorgeous waster falls.  Only 
stopped at Lake Taupo for pictures & a potty break.  We then stopped at the Volcanic Center & 
gleened all sorts of info about Volcanos in general & NZ in particular.  The receptionist at the 
center told us where to stop enroute, but we missed it.  Duh!!!!  Went on in to Rotorua and went to 
the next place he recommended, the “Whaka.”  We had a spot of lunch and then took the guided 
tour.  It was great.  Toured their carving school that only admits 3 young Mauri men a year for a 3 
year course.  Then toured the village and the Thermal area.  The gyser has for some reason been 
erupting continuously for 84 days.  Scary!  The last time it has done anything similar was 1930 for 
40 days & there was a big earthquake in Hawkes Bay.  Came on into town (oh yes, saw another 
couple of kiwi’s!) & did laundry quick before Tamake tours picked us up at 5:15pm.  Great evening.  
They demonstrated Maori games and dancing in traditional costumes.  Spoke their musical 
languate a lot & sang.  We enjoyed a traditional “Hongi.”  It was food steamed under sheets over 
hot rocks.  Delicious.  Saw some great bone carvings.  Shared a table with French, Taiwanese, 
Irish, & 2 American men.  Had English & a couple from Barcelona on the bus.  Sang songs on the 
way back. 
 













 

 



 

 



























 
 
Wednesday, June 7, 2000  Rotorua (Waitomo Caves – Hamilton) Day 62 
 
Early start so we could watch the Olympic Torch Relay run down the street in front of the hotel.  
Supposed to be 7:40am, but made it at 8am.  Watched with the Irish guy from last night, she 
stayed in bed where it was warm!!!  Exciting to watch the young blond girl run by – not sure who it 
was.  Heard on the news later that a girl was injured in Auckland – fell under the bus..later in the 
afternoon.  Too horrible.  By the time we headed off to the caves, it was pouring rain.  Beautiful 
drive anyway.  So green!  The Glowworm cave was really cool.  After walking around a little, we 
got down to the river underground & floated on a boat thru the “Glowworm Grotto.”  Amazing to 
see the 1000’s of tiny lights on the ceiling.  They are right about one thing, “Glow Maggot Cave” 
wouldn’t sell!!!  When we came out, the sun was out, we walked a little looking for a Lookout Point.  
Never found it, but enjoyed the attentions of several Fantail birds.  Just adorable.  They swooped & 
chirped all around us.  Also heard a Tui in the distance.  Drove over to the coast (Kawhia) just for 
the scenery, worth it!  AWESOME!!  Even found Magnums!!  We made it to Glenfield Tavern at 
4:00pm & Bob came & led us home.  They have a fabulous house!  Wish I had taken pictures of 
them & it.  Had a big beautiful black & white cat.  She fixed beef stir fry & pavlova w/fruit salad.  
Headed to the dance.  About 50 people there.  It was good.  Phil & Marcia drove down from 
Auckland.  Also met Brian (retired baker) and Pamela.  I danced with Mike (his wife wasn’t there).  
We demo’d Papillion.  It was a hit.  Got sooooooo many compliments. 
 

















 
 
Thursday, June 8, 2000  Rotorua to Tauranga Day 63 
 
Slept late!  Almost 9am!!  Woke to a brilliant day!  Headed out to Rainbow Springs.  Drove past 
Lake Rotorua on the way.  The Spring’s park was beautiful!  The flora was great, even had 
Sequoias.  Saw kiwis, wood pigeons, keas, kakas, tuataras, & mostly lots and lots of huge rainbow 
trout.  George is would be itchy to catch them!!  After wandering around a bit, we walked over to 
Rainbow farm.  We watched the farm animals while we waited for the show.  We looked at the bee 
hives.  The show was great.  A young man & woman were in charge.  We first saw a “sheep” dog 
(not the furry kind of breed) bring the sheep in while the girl manipulated gates to sort them out.  
The dog was controlled by whistles.  It was pretty amazing.  After choosing four out of the herd, he 
chased the others back to their pen.  One whistle stopped him in his tracks (called it the hand 
break!).  Also saw another maneuver 3 sheep thru gates & into a pen using eye control.  Really 
cool.  George got to stand behind a bull waiting for a deposit – got lucky – nothing!!  I got to feed a 
baby lamb.  Drove on to Tauranga & called Bev.  We drove out to her house.  She & Grant have a 
beautiful house with a Kiwi Orchard (Golden ones!!).  Loads of Birds & flowers.  After a tour, Grant 
took us to a lookout of Mt Maunganui.  Then relaxed before dinner while we waited for Ian & 
Francis.  Had a fabulous night!  I talked too much, but the food & the company were fantastic!!  We 
get to meet such great people in this pastime!  Our hotel tonight was crappy – and I’m getting a 
cold!!  Boo Hoo!!!! 
 



































 
 
 
 















 
 
Friday, June 9, 2000  Tauranga to Thames (via the Peninsula) Day 64 
 
On the road by 9:45am.  Called & talked to Dad before we left.  Uncle Charles died.  He sure hung 
on a long time.  Poor Aunt Salley.  The day was beautiful, if a bit cold.  But clear blue skies & 
crystal visibility.  Drove over to Waihi Beach first.  Had a nice view of Mt Maunganui from the 
beach.  We stopped for views several times.  The ocean was really beautiful.  We followed Fodor’s 
advice and went to Pourtere and walked around in the Wharekawa Wildlife Reserve.  Saw lots of 
birds & pretty trees.  The walk ended on a nice beach that had views of several islands.  Couldn’t 
believe the fabulous weather.  Back on the road, we continued on thru Tairoa & stopped for lunch 
at Colenso Orchard & Herb Garden.  I had pumpkin soup.  George had a toasted “Panini.”  
(sandwiche with special bread).  We sat out on the veranda & heard a Tui.  They are such neat 
birds.  Also saw fantails.  Continued on past Whitiango & Kuaotunu.  The views just got better & 
Better.  After crossing over the top to Cromandel Town, the views were just awesome.  Took the 
Tapu Rd and d rove to see the Square Kauri.  Wow!  It was huge!!  133’ high, 30’ in diameter & 
1200 years old!!! Simply amazing!!  Watched the sunset as we drove into Thames.  We got 
checked in to the Brian Boru & then walked around town in the freezing cold.  We did a little 
grocery shopping and then found a pizza place for dinner.  Did a little more walking around.  Tried 
to send email, but the computer was very very slow.  We’ll try again later.  Bought a card for Aunt 
Salley.

























































 
 
 
Saturday, June 10, 2000  Thames to Auckland Day 65 
 
On the road following the Pacific Coast Highway (after a quick stop to mail Aunt Salley’s card).  
The day varied from grey skies to blue depending on which way we pointed!  Tiny wiggling road 
along the coast.  Pretty scenery, but not as stunning as yesterday.  We did solve the mystery of 
what the rocks in the water were, a mussel farm.  Asked this interesting farming couple with fishing 
poles.  We stopped near Beachland for a toasted sandwich and our daily allotment of fries.  We ate 
in the car looking out at the water.  We made it in to our hotel with no problem & called John & 
Bertha and Alex and Jennifer to arrange our Auckland visit.  After setting up times, we set off to the 
wharf and took the ferry over to Devenport.  Poured down rain, but we sat inside on the ferry & it 
quit during the 12 minute trip over & we were able to walk up Mt Victoria for the view without a 
problem.  Back across, we walked around the America’s Cup Village and ogled at the multimillion 
dollar sailboats.  Alex & Jennifer picked us up at 5:30pm & took us up One Tree Hill for a view of 
the city lights (in the rain) & on to eat at Oceans.  Then to the dance in Howick.  Great!!  Bob & 
Judith came plus 10 of their club including Mike & Anne his wife & Petta, who clued for us.  We 
demo’d Salsa Café.  A lady called us the “Torville & Dean” of Round dancing!!!!  Alex & Jennifer 
came in for a bit & we loved our visit!!! 
 















 

 



 















 
 
Sunday, June 11, 2000  Auckland Day 66 
 
Slept until 9am.  Needed that.  Got ready and made a quick call to Mom.  Can’t believe our time is 
up here!  Alex called while we were talking.  Told him my first thought this morning was that he had 
been “inseminating” for 2 hours when I woke up!!  They were quite fun to get to know!!  John & 
Bertha came to get us about 11:15am.  We headed out & the first stop was Mt Eden.  Nice views 
of Auckland.  Can see both harbors.  Can also see straight across to One Tree Hill.  Then on up 
the east coast north of Auckland called North Shore.  It was cloudy, but some spectacular views.  
We chatted non-stop with them.  They are really great people.  We stopped a couple of time to 
look.  Stopped at Wockworth to stretch our legs & have coffee and a bit of lunch.  Funny – they 
used some type of waffle iron to heat the tings & they were quite flat when they gave them to us!!!  
We sat & talked thru lunch, not noticing they had closed the restaurant!!  We drove back to their 
house with a stop at the cemetery near their home to see another stunning view!!  We got to their 
home & Bertha started our supper – Salmon pie!  Yuck!! I thought – but it was quite good!!  
Actually had a second helping!  We discussed our trip back.  Sure hope that works out!!  So 
honored they would ask!!  They brought us back to Carlton about 11:30pm.  Great day and 
wonderful trip!!! 
 







 
 

 
 
 
Monday, June 12, 2000  Auckland Day 67 
 
Visit to Kelley Tarlton’s Undersea Adventure before going home. 



 













 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Camcorder times for videos!! 
Apr 7 – Tasmania from the air 0000; Apr 8 – Freycinet  00:13; Apr 10 – Launceston 00:20; Apr 11 
– Cradle Mnt 00:27; Apr 12 – Stranham 00:33; Apr 13 – Lake St Clair 00:57; Animals in park; Apr 
15 – Wilson Prom  01:29; Wombat in wild 01:30; Apr 16 – Kangaroos in wild, Penguins 01:32; 
Penguins 01:36; Apr 17 – Melbourne 01:37; zoo 01:40; Ballaret Penninsula 01:44; Apr 26 – Mt 
Gambier  01:58; Barrossa  Valley, Whispering Wall 02:01; Apr 29 – Dolphins in Perth 02:25; Apr 
30 – Ayers Rock 02:27; Jun 2 – Kings Canyon 02:45; Jun 3 – Alice Springs 02:55; Darvin 03:00; 
Great Barrier Reef 04:02; Byron Bay 05:04; Hunter Valley 05:19; Blue Mtn 05:24; Olympic Stadium 
05:57; Olympic Overview 06:04; Sydney 06:10; Aquarium 06:11; Enroute to Mt Cook 07:07; 
Queenstown 07:50; Train to Picton 08:09 
 


