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Subj:  Panama Party #1 -Partial Panama Cruise -Mon, 19 Dec -Thurs, 29 Dec, 2011  
Date:  12/29/2011  
 
Hello Everyone! We’re having another wonderful vacation in the Caribbean! This time our only travel 
companions are Dan & Sandi Schneider and we’re having a fabulous, fabulous time!! First time to 
cruise with them, hope it’s not our last!!!  

First of all, we finished our Fall Mesa Season with our annual Holiday Dance! It was a smash bang 
success!! We even had a special guest -Dick’s daughter Linda came to visit with us and other than 
not being a dancer, she just fit right in! She’s helpful, witty, & wonderfully friendly! It was a great night, 
huge crowd and way way too much food!!  
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Our new German cows with Lederhosen fit right in!!  

 
Got to thank Dick publicly as usual. What ever would we do without him???? Hope we don’t have to 
find out!!  

Then we had 2 nice easy days to pack and flew to Ft Lauderdale on Sunday. Met Dan & Sandi at 
the Crown Plaza Hotel and stayed up way to late anticipating our fun beginning!!  

The next morning we took a taxi to Port Everglades and found a long que waiting for us! Thought that 
was a bit unusual and sure enough found that the ship had stopped on the way in on Sunday and 
picked up 20 Cuban refugees. They ranged from age 3 to 80 and were all in a bad way medically 
since they had not had food or water for 4 days. The cruise folks fed them, washed their clothes, 
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gave them medical attention and then turned them over to the Coast Guard on Monday morning!! 
Unfortunately for the refugees, since they were "feet wet," they were to be immediately returned to 
Cuba. Hope they will be okay! Anyway, what that meant for us was that things, were a little behind. 
Not to worry, Princess was soon right back on track and it only took us a bit more than an hour and 
we were on board and in our rooms.  

 
We had adjoining mini suites with balcony’s. Beautiful view of the Ft Lauderdale port!  
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Had on Life boat drill early on -about 3:15pm and then we were drinking our welcome aboard 
champagne and ready for the fun to begin!!!! What a life!!  
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George sent out a few last emails while the rest of us unpacked!  
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Really nice rooms!!  

 
We watch a Royal Caribbean ship leave before us as we enjoyed a beautiful sunset.  
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AOL has already cut off the pictures, so done for now! Will continue with our first 2 days at sea and 

first port of Aruba!!! 

Wish you were here!!! 

Lots of love, 
 

George & Pamela  
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Subj:  Panama Party #2 -Partial Panama Cruise, Dec 2011  
Date:  12/29/2011  
 
Happy Holidays everyone!!! 
And we’ll continue right where I left off!!! We were out on our balcony enjoying our sunset departure. 
Even that was a  
little late, supposed to leave at 4pm and it was more like 5pm. 
 

 
The beautiful sunset even made the smokestacks of the factories around the port look good with the 
plane taking off in the background!!  

 
Goodbye Miami!!  
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We changed for dinner (early seating at 5:45pm) and then explored the ship enroute. It’s beautifully 
decorated for Christmas!!  
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After dinner we went dancing and Sandi was selected by the band's lead singer for some special 
attention! Then we danced the first evening away -checking out the venues we would have to choose 
from!!  


